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Camden County Board of Commissioners 
Regular Meeting / Closed Session 

February 3, 2020; 7:00 PM 
Historic Courtroom 

Camden, North Carolina 
 

MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on February 3, 2020 in the Historic 
Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.  
 
WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom White at 7:00 PM.  Also Present: Vice Chairman Clayton Riggs, 
Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Randy Krainiak and Ross Munro.  
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Pastor Kevin Lighty gave the invocation and the Board led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM 1. COUNTY MANAGER & SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT      
 
School Superintendent Dr. Joe Ferrell reported to the Board and included the following: 
 

 Fall of 2019 - Facility Study completed by M.B. Kahn; information shared with Board of Commissioners 
and Board of Education in a joint meeting. 

 Received $12.3 million grant ($15 million still possible; additional $2.7 million) 
 Still $11 million in proposed (but not yet passed) State Budget. 
 Rick Ott of M.B. Kahn met with the Board of Education, Cabinet, CCHS Staff, CECH Staff and others to 

being determining education programming for the new school. 
 Additional determinations: Athletic facilities, common spaces, classroom spaces, square footage and 

ultimately cost of building the facility. 
 Rick Ott will meet with the Board of Education on March 5th at 6:30 PM at CCHS to share the educational 

programming information. 
 Currently working on completing soil borings and Topo mapping. 
 RFQ/RFP currently posted seeking a design build company to lead through the bond referendum and 

beyond to the completion of the project if funded.  The Board of Education will begin considering 
proposals at its regularly-scheduled February 13th meeting. 

 Once the design build company is selected process will move faster and include decisions such as: 
 Hiring an architect 
 Developing a conceptual design 
 Developing a project budget 
 Selecting bond counsel 
 Holding informational community meetings 

 Deadline to submit information to be included on the November 2020 Election Ballot is July 31, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2 
 

County Manager Ken Bowman presented the following: 
 

  
 

 
 
During his presentation, Mr. Bowman demonstrated on the County web site how to locate the renderings of the 
proposed administration complex.   
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ITEM 2.  PUBLIC COMMENTS          
 
Mark Durden, Jr. of Highway 343 North, Camden, addressed the Board and spoke in favor of the Resolution in 
Support of 2nd Amendments Rights that would be under consideration by the Board during the meeting. 
 
Samantha Nadj of A Street in Camden addressed the Board and requested that the citizens be given a choice on the 
ballot whether to use funds for the construction of an administrative complex or the construction of a new school 
facility. 
 
J.R. Inman of Taylor Leigh Drive in South Mills addressed the Board.  On behalf of Harmony Café, Mr. Inman 
presented the Board with a Certificate of Appreciation for its support of the program.  Harmony Café is a monthly 
program that provides Group Respite Services and is hosted by McBride United Methodist Church. 
 
ITEM 3.  CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT     
 
Clerk to the Board Karen Davis read the Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement. 
 
Commissioner Randy Krainiak requested to be recused from discussion and consideration concerning ITEM 6.A. 
Old Business - Ordinance 2019-12-01 Rezoning Application for RKRAIN LLC due to his familial relationship with 
the applicant.  
 
Motion to recuse Commissioner Krainiak from Item 6.A., Public Hearing on Ordinance 2019-012-01 
Rezoning Application for RKRAIN LLC as well as Consideration of the Agenda. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 
RECUSED: Krainiak 

  
ITEM 4.  CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA        
 
Item 8.A. Board Appointments – Amended to include Dr. Roger Lambertson’s reappointment to the Camden 
Economic Development Commission. 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as amended. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 
RECUSED: Krainiak 

 
ITEM 5.  PRESENTATIONS          
 

A. Eastern Shore Communications – Tyler Van Marter presented a broadband update and included the 
following in her comments.  Information will continue to be updated on the County web site. 

 Phase I Starting Point – Shipyard Rd & Bell Farm Estates 
 Estimated pricing which is contingent upon number of customers who sign up and actual 

construction costs. 
 Citizens may go to esva.servicezones.net to complete a survey to assist ESC in the process of 

determining areas of greatest interest and need. 
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 Eastern Shore Communications has submitted the required paperwork and is waiting for final 
approval from NCDOT before moving forward with the project. 

 
Commissioners Meiggs & Krainiak expressed concern that those in the northern and southernmost areas of the 
county have the ability to access the service. 
 

B. NC Cooperative Extension – Art Bradley, District Director, introduced Austin Brown as the new 
Cooperative Extension Director for Camden County.  Mr. Brown expressed his appreciation for the 
opportunity to serve in this position. 

 
C. Recognition of Dismal Swamp State Park & Supt. Adam Carver – Tourism Development Authority Chair 

Donna Stewart recognized State Park Supt. Adam Carver for the Park’s First Day Hike success. Attendance 
at the Dismal Swamp State Park 2020 First Day Hike was counted at over 950 participants, which set a 
record for the highest participation in the event’s history across the state of North Carolina.   
 

South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 
 
Chairman White recessed the meeting of the Board of Commissioners and called to order the South Camden Water 
& Sewer District Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Consideration of the Agenda 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
New Business 
 

A. Monthly Report – David Credle 
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Motion to approve the monthly report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion to adjourn the South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Chairman White reconvened the Board of Commissioners. 
 
ITEM 6.  OLD BUSINESS          
 

A. Ordinance 2019-12-01 RKRAIN LLC Rezoning Application 
 
The Public Hearing was held on January 6, 2020.  Upon consensus of the Board the item was placed on the February 
3, 2020 agenda for consideration. The agenda summary, staff report and Ordinance are included in the January 6, 
2020 meeting minutes.   
 
Motion for Consistency Statement as follows:  
 

- The proposed zoning change is inconsistent with the 2005 CAMA Land Use Plan in that the CAMA Future Land Use Maps has 
property identified as Industrial; also 

 
- The proposed zoning change is inconsistent and consistent with Comprehensive Plan (Adopted 2012); 

 
Inconsistent as Future Land Use Map shows the property designated as Mixed Use Employment which based on the description (see 
Attachment A) prohibits residential development.    

 
Consistent as based on the Vision Statement new development will be focused within targeted core areas and the Camden Village 
Core Area Action Strategies promotes the 158 corridor for new mixed use and higher density development.  Property located within 
the 1-mile buffer of Core Village where county encouraging higher density housing mix.    
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Motion to approve Consistency Statement as provided by staff. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 
RECUSED: Krainiak 

 
Motion to approve Ordinance 2019-12-01 Rezoning Application for RKRAIN LLC. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 
RECUSED: Krainiak 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7 
 

ITEM 7.  NEW BUSINESS          
 

A. Tax Report – Lisa Anderson 
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30 Largest Unpaid - Real 
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30 Oldest Unpaid - Real 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid – Personal 

 
 
30 Oldest Unpaid – Personal 
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Motion to approve the tax report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
B. Center for Active Adults Rental Policy Revisions – Ken Bowman 
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Motion to approve the Center for Active Adults Rental Policy revisions as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
C. Resolution 2020-02-01 in Support of 2nd Amendment Rights 

 
County Attorney John Morrison presented and explained Resolution 2020-02-01 in Support of Rights Afforded by 
the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution.   
 

 
 

Motion to approve Resolution 2020-02-01 in Support of Rights Afforded by the Second Amendment to the 
United States Constitution as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
ITEM 8.  BOARD APPOINTMENTS         
 

A. Camden Economic Development Commission 
 

Motion to reappoint Chris Purcell and Roger Lambertson to the Camden Economic Development 
Commissioner for an additional term. 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
ITEM 9.  CONSENT AGENDA          
 

A. BOC Meeting Minutes – January 6, 2020 
 

B. DMV Monthly Report  
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C. Refunds Over $100 
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D. Vehicle Refunds Over $100 
 

 
 
 
E. Pickups, Releases & Refunds 
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F. Tax Collection Report 
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G. FY 2020-2021 Annual Budget & CIP Calendar 
 

 
 
H. Tax Collection – Order of the Board of Commissioners  
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I. Set Public Hearing – Camden Plantation Major Amendment to Master Plan 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
ITEM 10.  COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
County Manager Ken Bowman included the following in his report: 

 County flags are at half staff in honor of Spc. Antonia Moore, who lost his life while carrying out 
operations in Syria.  Spc. Moore is a native of Wilmington, NC. 

 Paddle for the Border to take place on May 2nd is sold out with 375 registered paddlers. 
 Early Voting for the Primary Election begins February 13th, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and will run through 

February 29th.  The Primary Election is March 3rd. 
 Deadline for voter registration/changes for March 3rd Election is February 7th. 
 The pothole on Pond Road has been repaired. 
 Next Board of Commissioners Meeting – March 2nd at 7:00 PM. 
 Board of Commissioners Retreat – March 5th. 

 
ITEM 11.  COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS         
 
Commissioner Krainiak encouraged all citizens to register and vote in the Primary Election on March 3, 2020. 
 
ITEM 12.  INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES    
 
The following was provided to the Board for information purposes: 
 

A. Register of Deeds Report 

B. Library Report 
 
ITEM 13.  OTHER MATTERS          
None. 
 
ITEM 14.  CLOSED SESSION          
 
Motion to go into Closed Session to consult with the County Attorney in order to preserve attorney-client 
privilege and to discuss potential litigation. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Chairman White announced that upon coming out of Closed Session the meeting will be adjourned with no further 
action to be taken. 
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Motion to come out of Closed Session. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman White adjourned the meeting of the Board of 
Commissioners at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
           
     Tom White, Chairman 
     Camden County Board of Commissioners 
ATTEST: 
 
     
Karen M. Davis 
Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


