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MINUTES 

 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on July 

6th, 2015 in the Historic Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.  The following 

Commissioners were present: 

 

Chairman Michael McLain, Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall 

Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton Riggs; 

 

 

Also attending were County Manager Michael Renshaw, County Attorney John Morrison 

and Clerk to the Board Angela L. Wooten.  Present for purposes of making a 

presentation(s) or providing supporting information for agenda items were the following 

persons:  Public Works Director David Credle, Planning Director Dan Porter, Zoning 

Administrator Dave Parks . 

 

Regular Session, 7:00 P.M. 

 

Chairman Michael McLain called to order the July 6th, 2015 meeting of the Camden 

County Board of Commissioners at 7:00 PM. 

 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs gave the invocation and led those present in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

 

Public Comments - None 

 

 

Consideration of Agenda  

 

Chairman Michael McLain asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  Not hearing 

any changes, Chairman McLain called for a motion.   

 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton Riggs voting aye; no 

Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no Commissioner not voting.  

 

 

Presentations 

 

Item 3.A - Gwen Wescott – Senior Tar Heel Delegate 

 

Mrs. Gwen Wescott, Senior Tar Heel Delegate for Camden County came to the Camden 

County Board of Commissioners Board to provide Senior Tar Heel updates. 
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Item 3.B - Carolyn J. Self - American Red Cross 

 

Mrs. Carolyn J. Self of the American Red Cross came to the Camden County Board of 

Commissioners to give a presentation concerning disaster preparations. 

 

 

Public Hearings 

 

Commissioner Tom White made a motion to go into public hearing for Items 4.A - 

request for Water and Sewer Betterment Improvements Related to Camden Town Center 

Commercial Development and Item 4.B - Ordinance No. 2015-06-03 Proposed 

Amendments to Chapter 151 (Unified Development Ordinance) of the Camden County 

Code Ordinances  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice 

Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton 

Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no 

Commissioner not voting.  

 
 

Item 4.A - Request for Water and Sewer Betterment Improvements Related to Camden 

Town Center Commercial Development 

 

County Manager Mike Renshaw states that the initial site plans for Phase 1 of the 

Camden Town Center Development called for a single sewer lift station, however further 

development would then require additional pump stations for each new building 

resulting in possibly 4-5 total lift stations. The Public Works Department made a formal 

request of the development group to revise these site plans for a single sewer lift station 

sized so that it would service the Phase 1 development as well as projected future 

development. 

 

Under Chapter 52 (G) (3) of the Unified Development Ordinance, the county may make 

such a request if the betterment or improvement is in the best interest of the county. In 

regards to the Public Works Department’s request to have a single lift station serve the 

entire site, the direct benefits include reduced maintenance costs to the county 

(maintaining and servicing one station versus multiple stations) as well as having the 

station sited in a more easily accessible location on the site. Camden Realty Group 

LLC’s engineer prepared a revised site plan and construction costs associated with this 

request. The additional cost associated with a single sewer lift station is $20,000. This 

additional cost is based upon the need for a deeper lift station and additional gravity 

sewer main. 

 

The principals of Camden Realty Group LLC, with guidance of their professional 

engineer, have also made a formal request that the County Board of Commissioners also 

consider reimbursement of construction expenses related to a water line extension which 

will service future phases of development within the Camden Town Center project. 

Specifically, the request is for construction costs associated with extending the 8” 

diameter water line approximately 300 feet. The total amount of funding assistance 

associated with this water line improvement is $19,000. 

 

The Camden County Attorney has given his legal opinion that the Board of 

Commissioners may offer this particular 100% reimbursement of construction costs 

related to the proposed water line extension if such an improvement is in the long-term 

future economic interest of the County. The extension of the water line to service future 

phases of development within Camden Town Center’s site could potentially aid in 

accelerating the recruitment of a large retail presence in that the required water line 

infrastructure would already be installed, therefore reducing capital costs associated with 

future phase construction and minimizing construction impacts (i.e. boring under 

existing roadways). 

 

The County Attorney John Morrison gives his legal opinion in reference to the water line 

extension.  
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William Owens of the Camden Realty Group introduced himself and asked if there were 

questions from the board.  

 

Chairman Michael McLain asked if there were any further comments from the public 

regarding this issue. No other public comments 

 
 

Item 4.B - Ordinance No. 2015-06-03 – Proposed amendments to Chapter 151 (Unified 

Development Ordinance) of the Camden County Code Ordinances 

 

Planning Director Dan Porter presented proposed amendments to additional Specific 

Standards (Article 151.347) for Solar Farms and amendments to Floodplain Management 

language (Article 151.380 thru 151.387) Planning Board met on June 17, 2015 and after 

presentation from staff and discussion, Ordinance 2015-06-03 was approved on a 6-0 vote. 

 

 Amendments to additional Specific Standards (Article 151.347) for Solar Farms 

 

(6) The solar farm shall have 12 months to complete decommissioning of the solar 

facility if no electricity is generated for a continuous period of 12 months. For purposes 

of this section, this 12-month period shall not include delay resulting from force 

majeure. 

 

(7) Decommissioning shall include removal of solar panels, buildings, cabling, electrical 

components, roads, and any other associated facilities down to 36 inches below grade. 

 

(8) Applicant shall provide prior to approval of building permits, an irrevocable letter of 

credit in favor of the county in an amount equal to the estimated removal cost of the 

solar facility, less the salvage value of the equipment, which shall be issued by a federally 

chartered bank with a branch office in northeastern North Carolina at which the letter of 

credit may be drawn and paid in full in immediately available funds in the event the 

solar facility owner fails to decommission the solar facility pursuant to the requirements 

of this section. The estimated cost of removal shall be updated every five (5) years from 

date of approval for solar farm. 

 

(9) Disturbed earth shall be graded and re-seeded, unless the landowner requests in 

writing that the access roads or other land surface areas not be restored. 

 

 Amendments to Floodplain Management language (Article 151.380 thru 151.387) 
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Commissioner Riggs wants to know why he would have to vent a steel building.  

 

Dan Porter states that this is a FEMA Rule and due to hydrostatic pressure. 

 

Chairman Michael McLain asked if there were any further comments from the public 

regarding this issue.  Hearing none, he called for a motion to close the public hearing. 

  

Vice Chair Sandra Duckwall made a motion to close the public hearing.  The motion 

passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton Riggs voting aye; no 

Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no Commissioner not voting.  

 

As no one spoke in opposition during the public hearing, Commissioner Garry Meiggs 

made a motion to add both water and sewer betterments of Item 4.A - Request for Water 

and Sewer Betterment Improvements Related to Camden Town Center Commercial 
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Development as New Business item 5.G.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael 

McLain, Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs 

and Clayton Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; 

and no Commissioner not voting.  

 

Chairman Michael McLain directed staff to amend the language in 151.347 (V) (6) in 

terms of how to determine “no electricity generated” 

 

 

New Business 

 

Item 5.A - Pasquotank River Yacht Club Lease Agreement 

 

Representatives of the Pasquotank River Yacht Club (Club) have contacted the County 

Manager’s Office to inquire about the possibility of extending the current lease 

agreement which was executed in 2013 (see attached).  

 

The Club has recently made renovations and improvements on the Causeway site 

including improvements to the septic system and a substantial cost to the Club. The Club 

has developed a strategic plan which will provide a framework for additional Club-

funded improvements to the site in the coming years.  

 

Mr. Kevin Smith, Club treasurer, will be discussing this strategic plan to include details 

about future site improvements. Mr. Smith has also been authorized by the Club’s board 

of directors to request an extension of the existing lease agreement between the County 

and Club.  

 

The terms of the existing lease call for an initial lease of five (5) years with an option to 

extend an additional five (5) year period upon notification/request from the Club/Lessee. 

 

  

Mr. Kevin Smith, PRYC Commodore states they have re-decked the pier, installing a 

pump out station, only one on the Pasquotank River.  Privacy Fence has been built.  

 

Mr. Smith states there are a lot of public safety classes such as a 2 week Junior sailing 

classes  and water safety classes all on a volunteer bases. 

 

Mr. Smith is here to request extending the current lease to a 20 year lease. 

 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs makes a motion to table this item until the county attorney 

can research the legalities of a 20 year lease. 

 
 

Item 5.B – Monthly Tax Report – May 

 

Tax Administrator Lisa Anderson came to the board to present the monthly tax report 

for May. 
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Commissioner Tom White made a motion to approve the monthly tax report as 

presented by staff.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice 

Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton 

Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no 

Commissioner not voting.  

 
 

Item 5.C- Amendment to Camden County Parks & Recreation and Camden County 

Schools Facilities Use Memorandum of Understanding 

 

Due to recent youth recreation programming changes and changes in Category II 

permit use listings of recognized sports organizations, it has become necessary to amend 

the existing Memorandum of Understanding between Camden County Parks & 

Recreation and Camden County Schools. 

 

On June 24 the County Manager submitted a request to Camden County Schools 

Superintendent Hawkins for review of the proposed changes and requested that he place 

the proposed MOU amendments on the next Board of Education meeting agenda for 

their consideration and adoption. 
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Commissioner Tom White made a motion to adopt the amendments to the MoU subject 

to the Board of Education’s approval. The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael 

McLain, Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs 

and Clayton Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; 

and no Commissioner not voting.  

 
 

Item 5.D - UDO Update Contract 

 

Planning Director Dan Porter states that following Board of Commissioners’ approval to 

prepare and distribute Request for Proposals to update the Unified Development 

Ordinance a selection committee of 2 Commissioners, 2 Planning Board members, the 

County Manager, Planning Director, and Permit Officer reviewed 3 qualified responses 

the RFP. The response from CodeWright was selected based on their qualifications, 

experience, knowledge of the area, proposed comprehensive scope of work, and budget. 

The attached contract and exhibits presents the details of the work and a budget of 

$89,000. 

 

 

 



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    

Regular Meeting – July 6
th

, 2015 

 
 

 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs made a motion to approve the CodeWright Contract to 

update the Camden UDO at a cost of $89,000 and authorize the county manager to 

execute the paperwork.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice 

Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton 

Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no 

Commissioner not voting.  

 
 

Item 5.E - ECHB Grant 

 

The East Coast behavioral Health organization is offering a “Play Together Construction 

Grant” for the purpose of providing handicap accessible play opportunities. The attached 

application, site location map, and resolution outline the program.  

 
Commissioner Garry Meiggs made a motion to approve the Resolution No. 2015-07-06 

applying for Play Together Construction Grant for Accessible Playgrounds.  The motion 

passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton Riggs voting aye; no 

Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no Commissioner not voting. 
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Item 5.F - Vehicle Use Policy – Draft 

 

Finance Officer Stephanie Humphries presents a Vehicle Use Policy stating having a 

written vehicle use policy is recommended to assist with enforcing consistent, safe, and 

proper vehicle use. 

 

 
 

  
 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs made a motion to accept the Vehicle Use Policy as 

presented by staff.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice 

Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton 

Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no 

Commissioner not voting.  
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5.G – Request for Water and Sewer Betterment Improvements Related to Camden 

Town Center Commercial Development 

 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs made a motion to approve the water and sewer betterment 

for the benefit of Commercial Development of Camden County.  The motion passed 5-0 

with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners 

Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no 

Commissioners absent; and no Commissioner not voting.  

 

 

Board Appointments 

 

Item 6.A - Planning Board 

 

Planning Staff recommends re-appointment Michael Etheridge, Fletcher Harris and 

Patricia A. Delano to an additional term to expire June 30, 2018. 

 

Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall made a motion to reappoint the 3 members of the 

planning board as presented. The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, 

Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and 

Clayton Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no 

Commissioner not voting.  

 
 

Item 6.B - Economic Improvement Council 

 

Staff recommends appointing Mr. William Sawyer to the EIC as he has volunteered to 

serve. 

 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs made a motion to appoint Mr. William Sawyer to serve on 

the EIC for a term of 2 years.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, 

Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and 

Clayton Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no 

Commissioner not voting.  

 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs made a motion to approve the consent agenda as 

presented.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice Chairwoman 

Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton Riggs voting 

aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no Commissioner not 

voting.  

 
 

Item 7.A – Draft Minutes – March 16th, 2015 CIP Work Session 

 
 

Item 7.B – Camden Senior Nutrition Contract 
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Item 7.C – School Budget Amendments 
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Item 7.D – Volunteer Forms 
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Item 7.E – NCACC Voting Delegate 

 
 

 

Commissioner’s Report 

 

Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall gave the library report 

  

Chairman McLain states the Albemarle Commission is giving away fans and the EIC has 

the weatherization program. 

 

 

Recess Commissioner's Meeting 

 

Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall made a motion to go into South Camden Water and 

Sewer District. The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice Chairwoman 

Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton Riggs voting 

aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no Commissioner not 

voting.  

 

 

SOUTH CAMDEN WATER & SEWER DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Call to Order 

 

Public Comments – None 

 

Consideration of Agenda 

 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs made a motion to accept the agenda as presented. The 

motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton Riggs voting aye; no 

Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no Commissioner not voting.  

 

New Business  

 A.  Monthly Update to the Board 
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Commissioner Clayton Riggs made a motion to adjourn the South Camden Water and 

Sewer District Board.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman Michael McLain, Vice 

Chairwoman Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Tom White, Garry Meiggs and Clayton 

Riggs voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners absent; and no 

Commissioner not voting.  

 

 

Reconvene Commissioner’s Meeting 

 

Information from Board and Staff 

 

The following items were provided to the Board for their information, and a copy of 

these items is maintained in the Clerk’s office. 

 

A. Library Monthly Report - June  

B. Register of Deeds Monthly Report - June  

C. South Camden Fire Department 

D. Land Transfer Tax Collections  

E. ECBH - Meeting  

F. NWDB 2014 Data Book.  

G. 2014_Child Health Report Card 

 

Meeting Adjourned 

 

At 8:47 PM, Chairman Michael McLain asked if there were any other matters to come 

before the Board of Commissioners, hearing none, and by acclamation the meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

 

   

 Chairman Michael McLain 

 Camden County Board of Commissioners 

ATTEST: 

 

 

  

Angela L. Wooten 

Clerk to the Board 


