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This agenda is only a tentative schedule of matters the Commissioners may address at their 

meeting and all items found on it may be deleted, amended or deferred. The Commissioners may 

also, in their absolute discretion, consider matters not shown on this agenda. 
 

Special accommodations for the disabled who attend public meetings can be made by contacting 

the Clerk to the Board 24 hours in advance at 252-338-6363, Ext. 100. 

 

Please turn Cell Phone ringers off during the meeting. 
 

Agenda 
 

Camden County Board of Commissioners 

BOC - Special Meeting 

March 20, 2017 

7:00 PM 

Historic Courtroom, Courthouse Complex 

 

 Welcome & Call to Order 

 Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance 

 Commissioner Clayton Riggs 

ITEM 1. Public Comments 

It is requested that comments be limited to (2-3) minutes. The length and number of comments 

may be limited upon the Chairman’s discretion due to scheduling and other issues. 

ITEM 2. Consideration of Agenda (For discussion and possible action) 

A. Approve as Presented   |   As Amended 

ITEM 3. Public Hearings 

A. Public Hearing: Ordinance 2017-03-01 - Ordinance to Consider Placement of a Moratorium 

on Solar Farms 

ITEM 4. New Business (For discussion and possible action) 

A. Resolution 2017-03-01  Resolution of Support for the Dismal Swamp Canal and Funding 

Request for Dredging Operations Due to Impacts of Hurricane Matthew 

ITEM 5. Commissioner's Report 

ITEM 6. County Manager's Report 

ITEM 7. Other Matters (For discussion and possible action) 
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ITEM 8. Adjourn 



 

Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
 

Item Number: 3.A 

Meeting Date:   March 20, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Dave Parks, Permit Officer 

 Planning & Zoning 

 Prepared by: Amy Barnett 

 
Item Title   Public Hearing: Ordinance 2017-03-01 - Ordinance to 

Consider Placement of a Moratorium on Solar Farms 

 

Attachments: Public Hearing Ordinance 2017-03-01 Moratorium on 

Solar Farms (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

 

See attached Ordinance. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

Hold Public Hearing and Motion to Approve Ordinance 2017-03-01.  
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
 

Item Number: 4.A 

Meeting Date:   March 20, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Amy Barnett, Planning Clerk 

 Board of Commissioners 

 Prepared by: Amy Barnett 

 
Item Title   Resolution 2017-03-01  Resolution of Support for the Dismal 

Swamp Canal and Funding Request for Dredging Operations 

Due to Impacts of Hurricane Matthew 

 

Attachments: DS Canal Support Letters (PDF) 

Resolution 2017-03-01 

ResolutionSupportingDis

malSwampCanal - 

Letterhead (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

 

Resolution of support for the repair, maintenance, and financial considerations thereto, 

of the Dismal Swamp Canal due to impacts of Hurricane Matthew.   

 

Recommendation: 

 

For Your Consideration / Adoption 
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Resolution Number 2017-03-01 

 

Resolution of Support for the Dismal Swamp Canal and Funding Request 

for Necessary Repairs & Maintenance Due to Impacts of Hurricane Matthew 

 

WHEREAS The Dismal Swamp Canal runs along the eastern edge of the Great Dismal Swamp in 

Camden County, North Carolina, extending north into Virginia; and it is the oldest 

continuously operating man-made canal in the United States, having been visualized by 

George Washington as early as May 1763 when he first visited the Great Dismal Swamp 

and suggested draining it and digging a north-south canal to connect the Chesapeake Bay 

and Albemarle Sound; and, 

 

WHEREAS The Dismal Swamp Canal is 22 miles long, hand dug by slaves from surrounding 

plantations, with work beginning in 1794, completed in 11 years, and opened to boat 

traffic in 1805; and, 

 

WHEREAS The Dismal Swamp Canal holds great historic significance, being entered in the National 

Register of Historic Places, designated as a National Historic Civil Engineering 

Landmark, included as a part of the North Carolina and Virginia Civil War Trail , and 

recognized as part of the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program; 

and, 

 

WHEREAS The Dismal Swamp Canal has served as an important source of transportation since its 

opening, with the nation’s commerce being significantly dependent on the Canal for safe, 

efficient, and economical north-south transport of goods; and, 

 

WHEREAS During the blockade of the War of 1812, the Dismal Swamp Canal saved the merchants 

of downtown Norfolk from bankruptcy by providing an alternate route south for their 

wares; and, 

 

WHEREAS The Dismal Swamp Canal has served as an integral portion of the Atlantic Intracoastal 

Waterway, providing safe, efficient, and economical inland water routes for commercial 

boat traffic as well as personal pleasure boats; and, 

 

WHEREAS The Dismal Swamp Canal is used and maintained by the US Army Corps of Engineers  

flood control as well as transportation; and, 
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WHEREAS The Dismal Swamp Canal has been maintained in a state of pristine beauty, offering a 

glimpse of the land as it appeared 250 years ago, encouraging interest in the ecological 

and has been enjoyed by travelers on more than 2,000 pleasure boats per year; and, 

 

WHEREAS Camden County features the Dismal Swamp Welcome Center, which enhances the 

enjoyment of tourists and travelers enjoying the historic waterway; and, 

 

WHEREAS In October 2016, Hurricane Matthew inflicted substantial damage to the Dismal Swamp 

Canal by flooding, shoaling, and downed trees and other debris damage, and the Canal 

has been closed and not reopened since Saturday, October 8, 2016; and, 

 

WHEREAS Because the Dismal Swamp Canal was damaged and thereby closed to boat traffic and 

has not yet been repaired and reopened, valuable recreational activities have been 

cancelled, tourism has been discouraged, and boat traffic has been lost to Camden 

County, North Carolina. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Camden County, 

North Carolina that: 

 

1. It is in the best interests of the citizens of Camden County that the Dismal Swamp Canal 

be repaired and reopened immediately, and the Board of Commissioners supports the 

immediate repair and reopening of the Dismal Swamp Canal; and 

 

2. The Board of Commissioners supports the work of the US Army Corps of Engineers and 

urges that the US Army Corps of Engineers be provided with the funding and equipment 

in order to expedite the completion of said repairs to the end that the Dismal Swamp 

Canal will be fully repaired, reopened, and maintained to its authorized six foot depth at 

the earliest possible date in 2017; and 

 

3. The Board of Commissioners shall submit appropriate letters of support to the Maritime 

Administration of the US Department of Transportation, and other federal funding 

agencies, as may be appropriate, to encourage the expeditious completion of the repair 

and reopening of the Dismal Swamp Canal; and 

 

4. A request for support with informational supporting documentation from user groups 

shall be submitted to The Honorable Walter B. Jones, Jr., US House of Representatives, 

2333 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; and 
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5. A request for support with informational supporting documentation from user groups 

shall be submitted to The Honorable Thom Tillis, US Senate, 185 Dirksen Senate Office 

Building, Washington, DC 20510; and 

 

6. A request for support with informational supporting documentation from user groups 

shall be submitted to The Honorable Richard Burr, US Senate, 217 Russell Senate Office 

Building, Washington, DC 20510. 

 

 

 

Adopted this, the _______ day of ___________, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

    

 Clayton Riggs, Chairman 

 Camden County Board of Commissioners 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

   

Amy Barnett, Assistant Clerk to the Board  (SEAL) 
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