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This agenda is only a tentative schedule of matters the Commissioners may address at their 

meeting and all items found on it may be deleted, amended or deferred. The Commissioners may 

also, in their absolute discretion, consider matters not shown on this agenda. 
 

Special accommodations for the disabled who attend public meetings can be made by contacting 

the Clerk to the Board 24 hours in advance at 252-338-6363, Ext. 100. 

 

Please turn Cell Phone ringers off during the meeting. 
 

Agenda 
 

Camden County Board of Commissioners 

BOC - Regular Meeting 

July 03, 2017 

7:00 PM 

Historic Courtroom, Courthouse Complex 

 

 Welcome & Call to Order 

ITEM  5 PM Closed Session for Discussion of Personnel 

ITEM  6 PM Closed Session for Discussion of Personnel 

ITEM  7 PM Reconvene BOC 

 Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance 

 Commissioner Randy Krainiak 

ITEM 1. Public Comments 

It is requested that comments be limited to (2-3) minutes. The length and number of comments 

may be limited upon the Chairman’s discretion due to scheduling and other issues. 

ITEM 2. Consideration of Agenda (For discussion and possible action) 

ITEM 3. Presentations (For discussion and possible action) 

1. South Mills Fire Department - Junior Firefighters and Advisors 

2. Albemarle Commission - 2016 Stewardship Presentation 

Recess to South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors Meeting 

Reconvene Commissioners' Meeting 

ITEM 4. Old Business (For discussion and possible action) 
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ITEM 5. Public Hearings 

A. CEDC - Taylor Oaks 

ITEM 6. New Business (For discussion and possible action) 

A. County Leadership Forum on Opioid Abuse as Requested by NCACC 

B. May Monthly Tax Report 

ITEM 7. Board Appointments (For discussion and possible action) 

1. Board Appointment - Roger Lambertson to CEDC 

2. Board Appointment - Sandra Duckwall to Senior Services Advisory Board & Library Board 

of Trustees 

3. NCACC Voting Delegate 

ITEM 8. Consent Agenda  

A. BOC Minutes - March 6, 2017 

B. BOC Minutes - Special Meeting 3-20-17 

C. BOC Minutes April 3, 2017 

D. BOC Minutes - 4-4-17 Budget Workshop 

E. BOC Minutes - 4-4-17 CIP Meeting 

F. BOC Minutes - June 5, 2017 

G. Budget Amendment 

H. School Budget Amendments 

I. Tax Collection Report - May 2017 

J. Pickups, Releases and Refunds 

K. DMV Monthly Report 

L. Refunds Over $100.00 

M. Resolution Appointing Sally Norfleet as Deputy Finance Officer 

N. Set Public Hearing for UDO 2016-09-14 Sandy Hook Crossing Preliminary Plat 

O. Set Public Hearing for UDO 2017-06-04 SUP for Camden Dam Solar LLC 

P. Set Public Meeting for UDO 2017-05-21 Sketch Plan for Sleepy Hollow Estates 

Q. Set Public Hearing for UDO 2017-06-07 SUP for Sandy Solar LLC 
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ITEM 9. Commissioners' Reports 

ITEM 10. County Manager's Report 

ITEM 11. Information, Reports & Minutes From Other Agencies 

A. May 2017 Library Statistics 

ITEM 12. Other Matters (For discussion and possible action) 

ITEM 13. Adjourn 



 

Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Presentations 

 

Item Number: 3.1 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Karen Davis, Clerk to the Board 

 Board of Commissioners 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   South Mills Fire Department Junior Firefighter Achievement 

 

Attachments:  

 

Summary: 

The South Mills Fire Department Junior Firefighters recently competed in the 2017 Warren 

County Junior Firefighter Competition in Warrenton, NC.  They brought home 8 trophies, 

including Best in Knowledge, Best in Sportsmanship and Best All-Around.  They will be 

recognized and presented certificates of achievement by the Board of Commissioners for their 

hard work and dedication.   

 

Recommendation: 

Junior Firefighters: 

Lauren Banks 

Haley Shea 

Camden Baxter-Baronas 

Riley Pingree 

Brett Walsh 

Trent Nixon 

Chris Praisler 

Advisors: Tony Conant, Billy Colonna, Greg Pingree, Paul Kuffel 

3.1
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Presentations 

 

Item Number: 3.2 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Karen Davis, Clerk to the Board 

 Board of Commissioners 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   Albemarle Commission - 2016 Stewardship Presentation 

 

Attachments: AC Stewardship Presentation 2016 - Camden County 

(002) (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

Cathy Davison of Albemarle Commission will present the 2016 Stewardship Report. 

Recommendation: 

Listen to presentation. 

3.2
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Camden County Specifics

Service Provided Units of Service (Meals, Trips, 

Hours of Service, days) 

Number of Clients Receiving Services 

in the County/Funding Provided

County’s Share for Provided 

Services

Senior Nutrition

$27,550.00Home Delivered Meals 3,628 20

Congregate Meals 4,414 59

Area Agency on Aging

$11,076.00

Medical Transportation 470 10

General Transportation 1,708 14

Adult Day Health Care 316 3

In-Home Aide (hours) 1,373 7

Legal Aide (hours) 0 0

In Home Respite Services (hours) 6 1

Institutional Respite Services (hours) 264 2

Senior Games (Participants) 30 30

Caregiver Supplies

Regional Long Term Care Ombudsman

0

3

0

3

Workforce Development

Youth / Adult Worker Services 4,921 989 $0.00

On the Job Training 0 0 $0.00

Incumbent Worker Training 0 0 $0.00

RPO Planning Services 73 1 $1,676.00

Economic Development, Grant 

Administration, Advocacy, Strategic 

Planning, Meeting Facilitation, 

Quarterly County Manager Meetings, 

Policy Review and Analysis

5 1 $6,971.00

TOTAL PAID BY THE COUNTY 17,211 units of service 1,140 Clients Receiving Service $47,273.00
$2.75 per unit of service

3.2.a
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Public Hearings 

 

Item Number: 5.A 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Charlie Bauman, Director 

 Camden Economic Development Commission 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   CEDC - Taylors Oak 

 

Attachments: Public Notice - Taylor Oaks (DOCX) 

Taylor Oaks Summary (DOCX) 

Taylor Oaks Photos (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

Hold public hearing. 

 

Recommendation: 

Add Taylor Oaks to New Business. 

5.A

Packet Pg. 8



Public Hearing Notice 

Economic Development Incentive 

 

The Camden County Board of Commissioners will hold a public hearing at 7:00 pm 

on July 3, 2017, in the Historic Courtroom, 117 N. Carolina 343, Camden, N.C.  The 

purpose of this meeting will be to receive public comments on a proposal to 

extend an economic development incentive to Taylor Oaks Restaurant for the 

purpose of constructing an approved septic system supporting the overall 

investment and to achieve operational conditions deemed necessary by The State 

of North Carolina. The cost of the required septic system is estimated to be 

$25,000.00.  Based on the Taylor Oak Restaurant investment ($203,000.00) and 

projected employment (10 employees), the County’s standing Economic 

Development Incentive Grant Program requirements affords this specific project 

approximately $4, 384.00 in incentive grant funding over a five-year period.  The 

County will recover the cost of any incentive funding provided through the 

creation of new employment opportunities, property and sales taxes generated 

and as a result of a needed amenity in the area of the County where the 

investment occurs. 

All persons interested in this incentive are invited to attend this public hearing 

and present their views.                

5.A.a
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Taylor Oaks Summary 

Economic Development Incentive 

 

The Taylor Oaks Restaurant investment is estimated to be approximately 

$203,000.00 of which an estimated $53, 290.00 has been expended to date.  The 

cost of the required septic system is estimated to be $25,000.00.  Based on the 

Taylor Oak Restaurant investment ($203,000.00) and projected employment (10 

employees), the County’s standing Economic Development Incentive Grant 

Program requirements affords this specific project approximately $4, 384.00 in 

incentive grant funding over a five year period. The EDIP funding figure is 

significantly less than the expressed need of $25,000.00 in order to fund the 

septic system requirement.  Of important consideration is the restaurant 

investment is part of the overall corporate presence which includes the following 

entities; Needham Family Care Home, Community Medical Storage and a 

residential redevelopment entity which are all active within Camden County.  This 

combined corporate activity to date has invested over $2M in the County and is 

responsible for over $10K in real and personal property tax annually to The 

County. This is in addition to the employment figures and spinoff benefit of the 

combined operations. The County will recover the cost of any incentive funding 

provided toward the Taylor Oaks Restaurant project singularly and, collectively on 

a corporate basis through the creation of new employment opportunities, 

property and sales taxes generated and as a result of a needed amenity in the 

area of the County where the investment occurs. 
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Attachment: Taylor Oaks Photos  (1728 : CEDC - Taylor Oaks)
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Attachment: Taylor Oaks Photos  (1728 : CEDC - Taylor Oaks)



 

Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
County Manager's Report 

 

Item Number: 6.A 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Michael Brillhart, County Manager 

 Administration 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   County Leadership Forum on Opioid Abuse 

 

Attachments:  

 

Summary: 

Manager Brillhart will introduce this request of NCACC President, Fred McClure. 

 

Recommendation: 

Listen to report. 

6.A
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
New Business 

 

Item Number: 6.B 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Lisa Anderson, Tax Administrator 

 Taxes 

 Prepared by: Lisa Anderson 

 
Item Title   May Monthly Tax Report 

 

Attachments: 20170627103245019.pdf (PDF) 

 

Summary:    

May Monthly Report 

 

Recommendation:   

Review and approve. 

6.B

Packet Pg. 20
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Board Appointments 

 

Item Number: 7.1 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Charlie Bauman, Director 

 Camden Economic Development Commission 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   Board Appointment - Roger Lambertson to CEDC 

 

Attachments: Volunteer Form - Roger Lambertson (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

Review application. 

 

Recommendation: 

Approve volunteer. 

7.1

Packet Pg. 28
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Board Appointments 

 

Item Number: 7.2 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Karen Davis, Clerk to the Board 

 Board of Commissioners 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   Board Appointment - Sandra Duckwall to Senior Services 

Advisory Board & Library Board of Trustees 

 

Attachments: Volunteer Form - Sandra Duckwall (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

Review application. 

 

Recommendation: 

Approve appointment. 

7.2
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Board Appointments 

 

Item Number: 7.3 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Karen Davis, Clerk to the Board 

 Board of Commissioners 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   NCACC Voting Delegate 

 

Attachments: NCACC Voting Delegate (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

The NCACC 110th Annual Conference will be held in Durham County August 10-13, 2017.  During the 

business session on Saturday, August 12, scheduled from 2:00-4:30 p.m., each county will be entitled to 

one vote on items that come before the membership, including election of the NCACC Second Vice 

President. In order to facilitate this process, each county is requested to designate one voting delegate 

prior to Annual Conference, using the attached Designation of Voting Delegate form.  

Recommendation: 

Choose voting delegate. 

7.3
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.A 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Karen Davis, Clerk to the Board 

 Board of Commissioners 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   BOC Minutes - March 6, 2017 

 

Attachments: bocminutes_03062017 (DOCX) 

 

Summary: 

For your review and approval. 

 

Recommendation: 

Review and approve. 

8.A
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CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
March 6, 2017 
 

1  

CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 1 

March 6, 2017 2 
Regular Meeting – 7:00 PM 3 

Historic Courtroom 4 

Camden, North Carolina 5 
 6 

MINUTES 7 
 8 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on March 6, 2017 in 9 
the Historic Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.  The following commissioners were present: 10 

Chairman Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman Tom White, Commissioner Randy Krainiak, 11 
Commissioner Garry Meiggs, and Commissioner Ross Munro.   12 
 13 

Staff Present: Michael Brillhart, Stephanie Humphries, John Morrison, Angela Wooten, Dave Parks, 14 
Lisa Anderson, Charlie Bauman. 15 
 16 

CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 17 

Chairman Clayton Riggs called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 18 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 19 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 20 

 21 

ITEM 1. PUBLIC COMMENTS 22 

None. 23 

 24 

ITEM 2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA 25 

Discussion to amend the agenda to go into closed session after ITEM 10 for consultation with the 26 

attorney and discussion of personnel.   27 

Motion by Commissioner Meiggs to approve the agenda as presented with changes noted.   28 
Seconded by Commissioner Krainiak.   29 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 30 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 31 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 32 

 33 

ITEM 3. PRESENTATIONS  34 

A. Presentation by Gary Hobbs - American Red Cross 35 

B. 2016 Year in Review 36 

Cameron Lowe, NC Cooperative Extension 37 

8.A.a
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CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
March 6, 2017 
 

2  

C. Presentation by Brian Lannon - Watershed Projects 38 
 39 
NORTH RIVER WATERSHED 40 
 41 

4/11/2016 Run Swamp Canal - Buckhorn Ditch around bend to Hwy 34 culverts $13,275 

10/16/2015 Run Swamp Canal – bend to Hwy 34 culverts $ 2,360 

2/10/2015 Run Swamp Canal - Hwy 34 to Indiantown Creek (State Funds) $10,000 

4/19/2013 Buckhorn Ditch to Indiantown Road (Farmer Funded) $ 8,976 

 42 
SAWYER'S CREEK WATERSHED 43 
 44 

8/26/2015 Seymour Drive to NC 158 $11,760 

8/26/2015 Scotland Road to Sawyer's Creek Road & Spur $ 22,125 

 45 
SHILOH WATERSHED 46 
 47 

8/26/2015 Trotman Road to Portahonk Creek &. Tributary $7,938 

 Dailey Road to Pasquotank River $7,644 

5/2/2016 Bartlett’s Landing to Pasquotank River $9,440 

 48 
SOUTH MILLS WATERSHED 49 
 50 

8/26/2015 Run Swamp Canal - Buckhorn Ditch around bend to Hwy 34 culverts $ 8,526 

 Main Street to Water Plant Shed  

3/28/2016 Run Swamp Canal – bend to Hwy 34 culverts $ 2,360 

 51 

 52 

ITEM 4. OLD BUSINESS  53 

A. Recommendation on RFQ for Architectural/Engineering 54 

(A/E) Services - Michael Brillhart  55 

 56 

Discussion by staff concerning the recommendation of on RFQ for Architectural/Engineering 57 

services.   58 

 59 

Commissioner Tom White made a motion to hire an architect to move forward with the study.   60 

 61 

8.A.a
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CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
March 6, 2017 
 

3  

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 62 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 63 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 64 

 65 

The Board of Commissioners will meet with the proposed firm on March 20th at 9:30 a.m.   66 

 67 

ITEM 5. PUBLIC HEARINGS 68 

A. RECONVENE Public Hearing - Special Use Permit Application 69 

(UDO 2016-08-10) Mining Operation for B&M  70 
 71 
Attorney John Morrison stated that Commissioner Garry Meiggs is recused and is not participating 72 

in any deliberation or vote in regards to this matter. 73 
 74 

Dave Parks stated that Attorney Herbert Mullen will speak on behalf of Mr. Meiggs if needed. 75 

 76 
Dave Parks reported that the public hearing was recessed on January 3, 2017 and staff was directed 77 

to meet with the adjacent property owners to review the maintenance and upkeep of Ponderosa 78 
Road.  Such meeting was conducted January 30, 2017.  Present at the meeting were Commissioner 79 
Garry Meiggs and wife, Sharron; Mr. Rosenberg and wife, Anna; Chris Coleman, Dan Porter and 80 

Dave Parks.   81 
 82 

Mr. Parks reported on the results of the January 30th meeting.  (See attachment). 83 
 84 

Chairman Riggs questioned if 24 hours is an adequate time to be able to repair the road after a 85 
significant rainfall.  Mr. Parks responded that it could be longer than 24 hours to repair that portion.  86 

It is something that may have to be looked at due to each circumstance.  Immediate minor repairs 87 
can be done in 24 hours.   88 

 89 

Chairman Riggs recognized Attorney Mullen to speak.   90 
 91 

Attorney Mullen began by thanking the board for their service.   92 
He then spoke to the recommendation of paving the dirt road.  He requested the board consider an 93 

improvement to the road but to NCDOT unpaved standards as opposed to paving it.  Attorney 94 
Mullen agreed to the six-foot fence and eight-foot vegetative buffer.  He agreed 24 hours is too short 95 
to correct a problem with the road.  He also agreed to the 10 mph signs.   96 

 97 

Mr. Rosenberg did not agree to correcting the road within 30 days in that the road is the only access 98 
to and from his property.  Mr. Rosenberg presented photos to the board and Attorney Mullen 99 
provided evidence from an engineer surveyor showing property lines.   100 

 101 
Attorney John Morrison questioned Mr. Rosenberg as to the photographs offered as Opposition 102 
Exhibit 1, if they fairly and accurately represent what they purport to show.  Mr. Rosenberg 103 
responded with an affirmative and testified that he took the photographs himself the week before.  104 
The pins placed in the photos were placed by the surveyor.  Mr. Rosenberg’s primary concern is the 105 
safety of his family.   106 

8.A.a
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CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
March 6, 2017 
 

4  

 107 

Chairman Riggs stated that he does not believe trucks on the road will hinder the family’s safety.  108 
He further stated the goal is to provide for the safety and wellbeing of the family as well as allow the 109 
industrial property to be used for its intended purpose.    110 

 111 

Dave Parks explained that the houses on this property are legal nonconforming.   112 
 113 

Attorney John Morrison referenced exhibits 3-24 and questioned if the photographs accurately 114 
portray what they purport to show.  Mr. Rosenberg responded in affirmative and confirmed that he 115 
had taken the photos the week before.  He testified that the photos illustrate his testimony.   116 

 117 
Attorney Morrison recommended that the board accept into evidence Opposition Exhibits 1-24 for 118 
the purposes of illustration.   119 

 120 

Commissioner Tom White made a motion to accept Opposition Exhibits 1-24 for the purposes 121 

of illustration.   122 
 123 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 124 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 125 
AYES: Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 126 
RECUSED: Meiggs 127 

 128 

The board then reviewed the evidence. 129 

 130 
Attorney Morrison questioned Mr. Rosenberg as to whether the photographs 25-26 accurately 131 
represent what they purport to show.  Mr. Rosenberg responded in affirmative and that he had taken 132 

the photos himself the week before.  Mr. Rosenberg testified that the photos will illustrate his 133 
testimony.   134 

 135 
Attorney Morrison recommended the board accept into evidence Opposition Exhibits 25-28 for 136 

purposes of illustration. 137 
 138 

 139 

Commissioner Munro made a motion to accept Opposition Exhibits 25-28 for purposes of 140 
illustration.   141 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 142 
MOVER: Ross Munro, Commissioner 143 
AYES: Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 144 
RECUSED: Meiggs 145 

 146 
The board then reviewed the evidence. 147 

 148 
Mr. Rosenberg stated that the pictures show that you can’t have a road that is only 6-feet wide.  If a 149 
fence is put on his property line with an eight-foot buffer there is a variance of six to seven feet at 150 

8.A.a
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the crest of the ditch.  151 

 152 
Chairman Riggs questioned Attorneys Mullen and Morrison. He asked for clarification based on the 153 
history of the use of the road and whether it can be blocked.   154 

 155 

Attorney Morrison stated that this matter raises questions as to the legality of the road being there, 156 
which is beyond the board’s expertise or authority.  The burden is upon the application to persuade 157 
the board as to what his contentions are.   158 

 159 
Commissioner Krainiak questioned what it would take for the matter to be resolved.  He suggested a 160 

possible purchase/lease agreement.   161 
 162 

Mr. Rosenberg referenced Mr. Meiggs’ site plan, which states there should be 50.3 feet undisturbed 163 

buffer to the boundary of the ditch and he has photos that show the buffer has not remained 164 
undisturbed.   165 

 166 

Attorney Mullen had no questions for Mr. Rosenberg. 167 
 168 

Mr. Rosenberg’s surveyor, William Grant, is present and willing to testify.   169 
 170 

Mr. Grant introduces himself as a licensed professional surveyor in the State of North Carolina and 171 

has been licensed in North Carolina since 2008.  Mr. Grant is also licensed in Virginia and has been 172 
since 2006.  Mr. Grant obtained his Civil Engineering Technology degree from Old Dominion 173 

University.   Mr. Grant estimates he has conducted thousands of surveys over his career.  He 174 
testified that he conducted the survey of the property being discussed.   175 

 176 

Attorney Morrison recommended that the board accept this witness as an expert in the field of 177 
survey. 178 

 179 

Commissioner Munro made a motion that the board accept Mr. Grant as the expert witness 180 
for the opposition.   181 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 182 
MOVER: Ross Munro, Commissioner 183 
AYES: Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 184 
RECUSED: Meiggs 185 

 186 
Mr. Grant is sworn in by the Clerk to the Board. 187 

 188 
Mr. Grant verifies under oath that the previous statements he gave were true.   189 

 190 
Mr. Grant stated that they had just started on the property the previous Thursday.  What Mr. 191 
Rosenberg had requested is that Mr. Grant identify the location of his property lines.  In the process 192 
of doing such, he found significant discrepancies from a plat that was recorded in 1979 versus a plat 193 
that was recorded in 2001 showing the 30-foot widening that Mr. Coleman acquired when he did his 194 
improvements to the road.  Some of the errors are in the magnitude of 30 feet; some are just a few 195 

feet.  Mr. Grant stated that he is currently investigating and doing field work to verify.  The primary 196 
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complaint of his client, Mr. Rosenberg, is the fact that there is not enough road to add a 20-foot road 197 

with an 8-foot buffer.   198 
 199 

Attorney Mullen nor the board had further questions for Mr. Grant.  Therefore he was excused.   200 
 201 

Attorney Morrison questioned Mr. Rosenberg as to whether additional photographs, Opposition 202 
Exhibits 29-30, accurately depict what they purport to show.   Mr. Rosenberg responded with an 203 
affirmative and stated that he took the photographs himself that day, March 6, 2017.   204 

 205 
Mr. Rosenberg testified that the photographs show that according to the site plan there should be a 206 

50-feet buffer that should not have been cleared; undisturbed land plus a [sealed?] fence; that to 207 
which there is no [sealed?] fence and that 50-foot has now been cleared. 208 

 209 

Attorney Morrison recommended that the board accept into evidence for purposes of illustration 210 
Opposition Exhibits 29-30. 211 

 212 

Commission Munro made a motion to accept Opposition Evidence 29-30 for the purposes of 213 
illustration.   214 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 215 
MOVER: Ross Munro, Commissioner 216 
AYES: Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 217 
RECUSED: Meiggs 218 

 219 
The board then reviewed the evidence. 220 

 221 
Attorney Mullen stated the photographs supposedly show where his clients replaced the culvert in a 222 

ditch and took the old culverts out.  Mr. Rosenberg responded with an affirmative.  Attorney Mullen 223 
stated that that is what his clients were doing and that Mr. Rosenberg did not take a photo of the new 224 

culverts that had been put in the ditch with the rock around it.  Mr. Rosenberg stated that he took a 225 
picture of the plot survey; his site plan, which is a plan that he is supposed to adhere to.  Attorney 226 

Mullen questioned Mr. Rosenberger if the photos he took showed the new pipe placed in the ditch 227 
with the rock that had been placed on top.  Mr. Rosenberg stated that they did not show the new 228 
ditch.  Mr. Rosenberg stated the purpose of the photo is to show the ditch and 50 feet from the ditch 229 
that is supposed to be undisturbed buffer that should not have been cleared from the front to the 230 
back.  The evidence is not in discrepancy of the drainage pipe.  The discrepancy is the 50 feet that is 231 

on the site plan.   232 
 233 

Chairman Riggs questioned if Attorney Mullen had anything further to say.   234 
 235 

Attorney Mullen responded that the road is there; it’s been used for a long time.  His clients are not 236 
trying to cause any problem or difficulty.  They are just seeking to utilize the land.  The road will be 237 
maintained up to DOT unpaved specifications.  His request is that his client be permitted to move 238 
forward with the project.   239 

 240 
The chair recognized Chris Coleman, Manager at Camden Yard Materials of 360 Soundview Drive, 241 

Kill Devil Hills.   Mr. Coleman was previously sworn in. 242 
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 243 

Mr. Coleman stated that he does not agree with Attorney Mullen on his definition of performance of 244 
a paved road.  Fifteen years ago the board required Mr.  Coleman to pave and stated he has one 245 
pothole to repair.  He stated that if the road is built to the correct standards it will hold up.  Mr. 246 
Coleman stated that the January 30th meeting was lengthy and that many things were discussed, 247 

mostly dealing with the Rosenbergs.  There was no discussion during that meeting concerning the 248 
maintenance of the portion that Mr. Coleman “spent a fortune on” to meet the requirements of the 249 
board in order for him to open his pit.  Nothing was resolved on how it is going to be done.  Mr. 250 
Coleman’s primary concern is damage to the road that he built.   251 

 252 

Chairman Riggs clarified that Mr. Coleman stated that he has one pothole that needs to be fixed.  253 
Mr. Coleman stated that he built the paved section of the road to NCDOT standards, certified by an 254 
engineer.  The asphalt is better than gravel.  Mr. Coleman does not have a problem with width from 255 

his pit to Route 17.  He meets all the criteria where the meandering road follows through.   256 
 257 

Mr. Coleman introduced into evidence Opposition Exhibits 31-32, which are photographs Mr. 258 

Coleman took himself the day of his testimony, March 6, 2017.  Attorney Morrison questioned Mr. 259 
Coleman as to whether the photographs fairly and accurately represent what they purport to show.  260 

Mr. Coleman responded with an affirmative.   261 
 262 

Mr. Coleman stated that the photographs illustrate the limits of Ponderosa Road in relation to the 263 

paved road that he constructed.  It was surveyed in by a licensed surveyor.  The photos show a pass 264 
yellow line going down the photo that was imposed on that.  They also show orange paint markings 265 

that identify the property line.  When Mr. Coleman obtained his property he had to purchase a 30-266 
foot strip from the Sawyer family in order to get the road width that was required to have two-way 267 
traffic.   268 

 269 
Attorney Morrison recommended that the board receive into evidence for purposes of illustration 270 

Opposition Exhibits 31-32.   271 
 272 

 273 
Commissioner White made a motion to accept Opposition Exhibits 31-32 for the purposes of 274 
illustration.   275 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 276 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 277 
AYES: Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 278 
RECUSED: Meiggs 279 

 280 
The board then reviewed the evidence. 281 

 282 
Chairman Riggs questioned the orange paint in the middle of the road.  Mr. Coleman stated the 283 
orange paint is the survey mark.  Chairman Riggs questioned if Mr. Coleman has difficulty with his 284 
trucks passing on his piece of road.  Mr. Coleman answered with an affirmative.  Mr. Coleman 285 
stated that it had not been used in that he shut down due to the economy.   He stated there is 286 
approximately 3 feet to the heritage point sod that’s overgrown with grass before you get to the 287 

buffer.  Mr. Coleman can submit a survey that will bring together tracts A, B and C that were put 288 
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together for his mine.   289 

 290 
The survey will be entered as Opposition Exhibit 33.   291 

 292 
Mr. Coleman stated that Opposition Exhibit 33 is a survey by registered land surveyor.  Mr. Mullen 293 

has no objection to Opposition Exhibit 33 being offered into evidence for the purposes of 294 
illustration.   295 

 296 

Commissioner Krainiak made a motion to accept Opposition Exhibit 33 into evidence for the 297 

purposes of illustration.   298 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 299 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak, Commissioner 300 
AYES: Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 301 
RECUSED: Meiggs 302 

 303 
The board then reviewed the evidence. 304 

 305 

Chairman Riggs questioned which tract Mr. Coleman’s mine occupies.  Mr. Coleman responded 306 
tracts A and B.  Mr. Coleman explained that the road was built in the wrong place to begin with.  307 

Mr. Coleman stated that Mr. Meiggs built the road.  Mr. Coleman also stated that grandfathering 308 
across property lines is not a legitimate reason to grant someone access.   309 

 310 

Attorney Morrison explained that the Board of Commissioners is in fact sitting as a court as to 311 
whether or not the requirements of the Unified Development Ordinance have been met in order to 312 

grant, or if not met, to deny the application.  That is their jurisdiction.  Anything the board does one 313 
way or the other can be appealed to Superior Court on Judicial Review.   314 

 315 
Attorney Morrison stated that the Board of Commissioners does not have the authority to determine 316 

land titles.  If the permit is granted, to which Attorney Morrison has no opinion, and it is on land 317 
that does not belong to the applicant then the landowner is free to bring an action for trespass or an 318 

action to quiet title in Superior Court, which does have jurisdiction to decide land titles or whether 319 
or not there is adverse possession.  The board does not have that authority.  The board cannot decide 320 
land titles.   321 

 322 
Attorney Morrison stated that Attorney Mullen can only make arguments.  If they assist the board 323 

then that is what they are for.  Attorney Mullen cannot testify.  The board may not rely upon 324 
anything that was said by Mr. Mullen in order to establish a fact or not.  The board should disregard 325 

anything from Mr. Mullen to the extent that it is evidence.  The board should very carefully consider 326 
what was said by Mr. Mullen, as with the other witnesses, as to how the board should evaluate the 327 
evidence before them.   328 
 329 

The various photos entered into evidence are of record and are incorporated by reference. 330 
 331 

Commissioner White made a motion to close the public hearing.   332 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 333 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 334 
AYES: Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 335 
RECUSED: Meiggs 336 

 337 

Commissioner White made a motion to amend the agenda to add under New Business, Item E, 338 
the Special Use Permit application (UDO 2016-08-10) Mining Operation for B&M 339 
Investments of North Carolina.   340 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 341 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 342 
AYES: Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 343 
RECUSED: Meiggs 344 

 345 

ITEM 6. NEW BUSINESS 346 

A. FY 15-16 County Audit by Greg Allison 347 

Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams, & Co., PA   348 

 349 

Greg Adams presented the annual audit.   350 

B. Monthly Tax Report - January 2017 - Lisa Anderson  351 
 352 

Lisa Anderson presented the monthly tax report.   353 

354 
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358 

359 

 360 
Commissioner Meiggs made a motion to accept the monthly tax report as presented.   361 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 362 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 363 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 364 

C. Annual Report & Resolution No. 2017-02-03 365 
Bland Baker, Trillium Health Resources 366 

 367 
Bland Baker of 144 Community College Rd, Ahoskie, North Carolina gave the annual report of 368 
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Trillium Health Resources. 369 

 370 

371 
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 372 
 373 

  374 
Chairman Riggs expressed concerns regarding the increase in teenage suicides in the county.  The 375 

school board has requested the Board of Commissioners to advocate for scheduled mental health 376 

counseling or screening in the schools to better serve that age group.  Mr. Baker stated that the 377 
school system is currently offering school-based therapy.  Mr. Baker will research the matter and 378 
give the board more information regarding this matter.   379 

 380 

Commissioner White made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2017-02-03 in support of 381 
Trillium Health Resources.   382 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 383 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 384 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 385 

D. Brand Change- Camden County Eco Industrial Park 386 

Charlie Bauman 387 

 388 

Information was presented to the Economic Development Commission who agreed with the staff 389 

recommendation that a name change be presented to the board.  The name change recommendation 390 

is Camden Commerce Park from the current name, Eco Industrial Park.   391 

 392 

Commissioner Meiggs made a motion to change the name of Eco Industrial Park to Camden 393 

Commerce Park.   394 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 395 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 396 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 397 

 398 

E. Special Use Permit (UDO 2016-08-10) Mining Operation for B&M  399 

 400 

Commissioner Meiggs left the room and did not participate in deliberations or vote.   401 

 402 

Chairman Riggs reminded the board that the board is voting on a special use permit.  The board may 403 

not affect land titles.  Attorney Morrison explained that if the board were to grant the permit and 404 

there was an issue as to who owned the road or its dimensions and so forth, which is to be decided 405 

on application of either party to the Superior Court.  The board may not grant or take away land.   406 

 407 

Commissioner Krainiak stated that the board made decisions on Camden Yard Materials years ago 408 

that affected the road and he would like to see the road issue resolved before a decision is made. 409 

 410 

Commissioner White stated the road issue is not the board’s authority but that the board may go 411 

with the recommendations presented or change the recommendations.   412 

 413 

Attorney Morrison stated that the board is solely limited to whether or not the applicant has met the 414 

requirements of the Unified Development Ordinance and whether staff recommendations should be 415 

honored or the board may have other ideas to protect adjacent property values, the health, safety and 416 

welfare of the community as well as all the guidelines specified in the Unified Development 417 

Ordinance.    418 

 419 

Commissioner White made a motion to approve the mine permit with the conditions stated by 420 

the Planning Board.  Commissioner White recommended that the 24 hours be amended to 24 421 

hours weather permitting.  He is in support of the road as being maintained to NCDOT 422 

unpaved road standards as well as the additional recommendations.   423 

 424 

Attorney Morrison explained that laws are not to be interpreted so as to require a citizen to do an 425 

impossible.  So if it was impossible to correct this within 24 hours the law would not apply that way. 426 

 427 

Chairman Riggs clarified that the motion can’t impact where that buffer goes other than what is in 428 

the right-of-way. 429 

 430 

Attorney Morrison stated that the board can require a buffer. 431 

 432 

Chairman Riggs stated that when the Planning Board made its recommendations, the decisions were 433 

based upon a 30-foot easement.  Now that the board has been made aware that the 30-foot easement 434 

may be narrower or wider has nothing to do with what the board is deciding, so the board shouldn’t 435 

regulate. 436 

 437 

Attorney Morrison clarified that the board may not decide land titles.   438 

 439 
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Chairman Riggs stated that the board may not impose stipulations if the land does not exist to do it. 440 

 441 

Attorney Morrison stated that the board would then have to make a land determination as to whether 442 

it is there or not.  The board may take the recommendations of the Planning Board and if either side 443 

wants to contest the decision of the board, they are not bound by the board’s decision.  The board 444 

may not give someone title to land they did not have nor can the board take land away.  That will be 445 

for Superior Court to decide.  If the parties went to Superior Court and it is determined that where 446 

the county ordered a buffer is on someone else’s property the permit will fail but will fail in 447 

Superior Court.   448 

 449 

The vote on Special Use Permit Application (UDO 2016-08-10) resulted as follows: 450 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 451 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 452 
AYES: Riggs, White, Munro 453 
NAYS: Krainiak 454 
RECUSED: Meiggs 455 

 456 

ITEM 7. BOARD APPOINTMENTS 457 

 NONE  458 

 459 

ITEM 8. CONSENT AGENDA 460 

 461 

Commissioner Meiggs made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the removal of the 462 
2017-02-20 BOC minutes until corrections are made.  463 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 464 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner  465 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 466 

 467 

A. 2016-11-21 BOC Minutes 468 

B. 2017-02-20 BOC Minutes – Removed until corrections are made. 469 

C. 16-17 Budget Amendments 470 
 471 

                               2016-17-BA015 472 
CAMDEN COUNTY BUDGET AMENDMENT 473 

 474 
 475 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the County of Camden, North Carolina that the 476 
following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 477 
30, 2017. 478 
 479 
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 480 
Section 1.  To amend the General Fund as follows: 481 
 482 

                AMOUNT   483 
ACCT NUMBER           DESCRIPTION OF ACCT           INCREASE     DECREASE 484 

 485 
 486 
Expenses 487 
106200-502000  Salaries    $  758 488 
106200-503000  Part Time Salaries   $  283 489 
106200-505000  FICA     $    80 490 
106200-506000  Health Insurance     $5,423 491 
106200-507000  Retirement    $  134 492 
106200-507100  401K     $    37 493 
106200-509000   Worker’s Compensation    $       9 494 
106200-570002  Crown Kids    $4,140    495 
  496 
 497 
 498 
This Budget Amendment is made to adjust Salaries for Full Time Coordinator and Part Time 499 
Camp wages. Adjustment is for change in staffing, not an increase in employee salary. Any 500 
changes to salary lines require board approval. 501 
 502 
 503 
This will result in no change to the Contingency of the General Fund. 504 
 505 
Balance in Contingency  $40,000.00 506 
 507 
 508 
Section 2.  Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the  509 
Governing Board and to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer for their direction.  Adopted 510 
this 20th day of February, 2017. 511 
 512 
       513 
______________________________   _________________________________    514 
Clerk to Board of Commissioners    Chairman, Board of Commissioners 515 
 516 
 517 
                               2016-17-BA016 518 

CAMDEN COUNTY BUDGET AMENDMENT 519 
 520 

 521 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the County of Camden, North Carolina that the 522 
following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 523 
30, 2017. 524 
 525 
 526 
Section 1.  To amend the General Fund as follows: 527 
 528 

                AMOUNT   529 
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ACCT NUMBER           DESCRIPTION OF ACCT           INCREASE     DECREASE 530 

 531 
Revenues 532 
10330510-402003  LESO Sales Revenue   $4,190 533 
 534 
Expenses 535 
105100-557003  LESO Equipment Expense  $4,190 536 
105100-557000  Miscellaneous    $1,000 537 
105100-504100  Attorney Fees      $1,000 538 
 539 
 540 
This Budget Amendment is made appropriate funds for LESO sales revenue received. 541 
 542 
 543 
This will result in no change to the Contingency of the General Fund. 544 
 545 
Balance in Contingency  $40,000.00 546 
 547 
 548 
Section 2.  Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the  549 
Governing Board and to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer for their direction.  Adopted 550 
this 6th day of March, 2017. 551 
 552 
       553 
______________________________   _________________________________    554 
Clerk to Board of Commissioners    Chairman, Board of Commissioners 555 
 556 

 557 
                               2016-17-BA017 558 

CAMDEN COUNTY BUDGET AMENDMENT 559 
 560 

 561 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the County of Camden, North Carolina that the 562 
following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 563 
30, 2017. 564 
 565 
 566 
Section 1.  To amend the General Fund as follows: 567 
 568 

                AMOUNT   569 
ACCT NUMBER           DESCRIPTION OF ACCT           INCREASE     DECREASE 570 

 571 
Revenues 572 
10340605-432700  Fees Collected    $2,000 573 
 574 
Expenses 575 
106050-544002  Extension Programming Expense $2,000 576 
 577 
 578 
This Budget Amendment is made appropriate funds for Extension Programming revenue. 579 
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 580 
 581 
This will result in no change to the Contingency of the General Fund. 582 
 583 
Balance in Contingency  $40,000.00 584 
 585 
 586 
Section 2.  Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the  587 
Governing Board and to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer for their direction.  Adopted 588 
this 6th day of March, 2017. 589 
 590 
       591 
______________________________   _________________________________    592 
Clerk to Board of Commissioners    Chairman, Board of Commissioners 593 
 594 
 595 

D. CCS Budget Amendments 596 
 597 

598 
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 602 
 603 

E. VTS Refunds Over $100 604 
 605 

 606 
 607 

 608 
 609 
 610 
 611 
 612 
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F. DMV Monthly Report 613 
 614 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA- COUNTY OF CAMDEN 615 
 616 
TO: The Tax Administrator of Camden County April Ren. Due 5/15/17 617 
 618 
 You are hereby authorized, empowered, and commanded to collect the taxes set forth in the tax 619 
records filed in the office of the Tax Administrator and in the tax receipts herewith delivered to you, in 620 
the amounts and from the taxpayers likewise therein set forth.  Such taxes are hereby declared to be a 621 
first lien upon personal property of the respective taxpayers in the County of Camden, and this order 622 
shall be a full and sufficient authority to direct, require, and enable you to levy on and sell personal 623 
property of such taxpayers for and on account thereof, in accordance with the law. 624 
 625 
SOUTH MILLS  COURTHOUSE   SHILOH                  TOTAL                                                                         626 
     19,788.95                    18,452.19                         11,700.95                49,942.09  627 

 628 

G. National County Government Month 629 
 630 

National County Government Month - April 2017 631 
 "Brilliant Ideas at Work"  632 
 633 
WHEREAS, the nation’s 3,069 counties serving more than 300 million Americans provide essential 634 
services to create healthy, safe and vibrant; and  635 
WHEREAS, counties move America forward by providing health care, administering justice, keeping 636 
communities safe, creating economic opportunities and much more; and 637 
WHEREAS, Camden County and all counties take pride in their responsibility to protect and enhance the 638 
health, welfare and safety of its residents in efficient and cost-effective ways; and 639 
WHEREAS, through National Association of Counties President Bryan Desloge’s “Brilliant Ideas at Work” 640 
initiative, NACo is encouraging counties to focus on the most innovative programs and services that 641 
strengthen communities; and  642 
WHEREAS, in order to remain healthy, vibrant and safe, America’s counties provide public health, justice, 643 
safety, infrastructure, transportation, technology, environmental stewardship and economic services that 644 
play a key role in everything from residents’ daily commutes to emergency response; and  645 
WHEREAS, each year since 1991 the National Association of Counties has encouraged counties across the 646 
country to actively promote their own programs and services to the public they serve; and 647 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT I, Clayton D. Riggs, Chairman of the Camden County Board 648 
of Commissioners do hereby proclaim April 2017 as National County Government Month and encourage 649 
all county officials, employees, schools and residents to participate in county government celebration 650 
activities. 651 
   652 
 Clayton D. Riggs, Chairman 653 
 Board of Commissioners 654 
ATTEST:  655 
 656 
 657 
  658 
Angela L. Wooten 659 
Clerk to the Board 660 
 661 
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H. American Red Cross Month 662 
 663 

AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH 2017 664 
 665 

A Proclamation 666 
 667 

In Camden County, we have a long history of helping our neighbors in need. American Red Cross Month is a 668 
special time to recognize and thank our heroes – those Red Cross volunteers and donors who give of their time 669 
and resources to help community members. 670 
 671 
These heroes help families find shelter after a home fire. They give blood to help trauma victims and cancer 672 
patients. They deliver comfort items to military members in the hospital. They use their lifesaving skills to save 673 
someone from a heart attack, drowning or choking. They enable children around the globe to be vaccinated 674 
against measles and rubella. 675 
 676 
The American Red Cross depends on local heroes to deliver help and hope during a disaster.  We applaud our 677 
heroes here in Camden County who give of themselves to assist their neighbors when they need a helping 678 
hand. 679 
 680 
Across the country and around the world, the American Red Cross responds to disasters big and small. In fact, 681 
every eight minutes the organization responds to a community disaster, providing shelter, food, emotional 682 
support and other necessities to those affected. It collects nearly 40 percent of the nation’s blood supply; 683 
provides 24-hour support to military members, veterans and their families; teaches millions lifesaving skills, such 684 
as lifeguarding and CPR; and through its Restoring Family Links program, connects family members separated by 685 
crisis, conflict or migration.   686 
 687 
We dedicate the month of March to all those who support the American Red Cross mission to prevent and 688 
alleviate human suffering in the face of emergencies. Our community depends on the American Red Cross, which 689 
relies on donations of time, money and blood to fulfill its humanitarian mission. 690 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Clayton D. Riggs, Chairman of Camden County, by virtue of the authority vested in me by 691 
the Constitution and laws of Camden County and North Carolina do hereby proclaim March 2017 as American 692 
Red Cross Month. I encourage all Americans to support this organization and its noble humanitarian mission. 693 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 6th day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand 694 
seventeen, and of Camden County, North Carolina.  695 
 696 
 697 
 698 
   699 
 Clayton D. Riggs, Chairman 700 
 Board of Commissioners 701 
 702 
 703 
 704 
ATTEST:    705 
 Angela Wooten 706 
 Clerk to the Board 707 
                                                  708 

 709 

ITEM 9. Commissioners' Reports 710 

 NONE 711 

 712 
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 713 

ITEM 10. County Manager's Report 714 

A. Status Report on RFQ for Construction Manager 715 

at Risk (CMR) Services - Michael Brillhart 716 

 717 

Chairman Riggs requested that the status of the RFQ be moved to the closed session.   718 

 719 

Commissioner Meiggs made a motion that the board go into closed session to confer with the 720 

attorney and discuss matters related to personnel.   721 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 722 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner  723 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 724 

 725 

 726 

[Attorney John Morrison as Interim Clerk to the Board provided the minutes for the remainder of 727 

the meeting.] 728 
 729 
 730 
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 732 
 733 

 734 
 735 

 736 
 737 
 738 

             739 

       Chairman Clayton Riggs 740 
 741 
 742 

ATTEST: 743 
 744 

 745 
 746 

      747 
 748 
John Morrison 749 
Interim Clerk to the Board 750 
 751 

 752 
 753 

 754 
 755 
 756 

8.A.a

Packet Pg. 61

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

o
cm

in
u

te
s_

03
06

20
17

  (
17

45
 :

 B
O

C
 M

in
u

te
s 

- 
M

ar
ch

 6
, 2

01
7)
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Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.B 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Amy Barnett, Planning Clerk 

 Administration 

 Prepared by: Amy Barnett 

 
Item Title   BOC Minutes - Special Meeting 3-20-17 

 

Attachments: bocmins_sp_03202017 (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

 

Minutes from the BOC Special Meeting / Public Hearing on Solar Farm Moratorium held on 

March 20, 2017. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

For your review and possible approval. 
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 1 

Camden County Board of Commissioners 2 

BOC - Special Meeting 3 

March 20, 2017, 7:00 PM 4 

Historic Courtroom, Courthouse Complex 5 

Camden, North Carolina 6 

 7 

MINUTES 8 

A special meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on March 20, 2017 9 
in the Historic Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina. 10 

WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER 11 

 12 
Board Members Present: 13 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Garry Meiggs Vice Chairman Present 6:50 PM 
Clayton Riggs Chairman Present 6:50 PM 
Tom White Commissioner Present 6:50 PM 
Randy Krainiak Commissioner Present 6:50 PM 
Ross Munro Commissioner Present 6:50 PM 

 14 

Staff Members Present: 15 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Michael Brillhart County Manager Present 6:50 PM 
John Morrison County Attorney Present 6:50 PM 
Amy Barnett Assistant Clerk to the Board Present 6:50 PM 

 16 

Also present were the following: 17 

Name Address Representing Title Purpose 
Dan Porter 117 NC 343 N,  

Camden, NC 27921 
Camden County 
Planning Dept 

Director Present Info: Item 
3.A. 

Dave Parks 117 NC 343 N,  
Camden, NC 27921 

Camden County 
Planning Dept 

Zoning 
Officer 

Present Info: Item 
3.A. 

Herbert Mullen 101 East Elizabeth St 
Elizabeth City NC 27909 

 Attorney At 
Law 

Speak in Opposition 
to Item 3.A. 

Mark Pearson 3104 Bandol Lane 
Oakton, VA 22124 

Solar Access USA  Speak in Opposition 
to Item 3.A. 

Louis Matheus Boco Ratan, Florida TW Solar, based 
out of Barcelona 
Spain 

 Speak in Opposition 
to Item 3.A. 

Linda Nwadike 129 Raceway Drive 
Morrisville, NC 

Sun Energy 1  Speak in Opposition 
to Item 3.A. 

18 
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INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 19 
Commissioner Clayton Riggs led those present in the Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance. 20 
 21 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 22 
There were no public comments regarding issues other than those on the agenda. 23 
 24 

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA 25 
 26 
Motion to Approve Agenda as Presented. 27 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 28 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 29 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 30 

 31 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 32 
 33 

Item A:  Ordinance 2017-03-01 - Ordinance to Consider Placement of a Moratorium on Solar 34 
Farms 35 
 36 
Motion to Go Into Public Hearing for Ordinance 2017-03-01 - Ordinance to Consider 37 
Placement of a Moratorium on Solar Farms 38 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 39 
MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 40 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 41 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 42 
For text of Ordinance 2017-03-01 & Letter from County Attorney, See Attachments A & B 43 
located at the end of these minutes 44 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 45 
 46 
Discussion 47 
 48 
Dan Porter described this ordinance.  This ordinance places a moratorium on the acceptance, 49 
processing, or consideration of applications for solar arrays otherwise known as solar farms 50 
pursuant to General Statute Section 153A-340(H).  This would put a pause on the issuance or 51 
processing of applications for solar farms in the county for a period of 60 days.  This will also 52 
give staff an opportunity to look at related ordinances to determine if those ordinances need 53 
revision. 54 
 55 
County Attorney John Morrison addressed the board regarding the suggested procedure for this 56 
hearing.  He suggested asking a series of questions of staff regarding the facts of this matter, then 57 
letting the public present have their say in the matter.  He reminded the board of the procedures 58 
relating to moratoriums, and also that this hearing is not a quasi-judicial hearing and that 59 
speakers need not be sworn in to speak as there are no rules of evidence or testimony for this 60 
hearing.61 
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At this time, County Attorney John Morrison asked a series of questions to which Mr. Porter 62 
gave responses. 63 
 64 

John Morrison:  Mr. Porter would you state your current position. 65 

Dan Porter:  Director of Planning and Community Development for Camden County 66 
NC. 67 

John Morrison:  How long have you held that position? 68 

Dan Porter:  Since 2004 69 

John Morrison:  What are the duties of that position? 70 

Dan Porter:  Oversees the development of property in the county as well as looking into 71 
the future plans we might undertake to follow the policies that the commission 72 
sets.  Day to day activities include building inspections, Zoning, applications, 73 
special use permits, and the like. 74 

John Morrison:  Are you familiar with the current status of the Camden County Unified 75 
Development Ordinance as it relates to the construction and operation of solar 76 
farms within Camden County? 77 

Dan Porter:  Yes 78 

John Morrison:  What is the current status of the ordinance?  When was the ordinance 79 
last amended and when was it written approximately? 80 

Dan Porter:  Not sure of the exact date it was amended, want to say 4 or 5 years ago.  At 81 
that time, Camden did not have any regulations with regard to solar farms.  As 82 
these types of activities were occurring in neighboring counties and this part of 83 
the state, so staff looked into some rudimentary types of regulations related to 84 
solar farms at that time.  There was not a model template available from the 85 
School of Government, so we adopted a set of regulations at that time that 86 
basically allow solar farms to be built in any zone in the county. 87 

John Morrison:  Currently a solar farm could be constructed in any location in the county 88 
that met certain specifications.  Is that correct? 89 

Dan Porter:  That's correct. 90 

John Morrison:  And it's subject to a special use permit, meaning that approval would 91 
only be given by the Board of Commissioners. 92 

Dan Porter:  That's correct. 93 

John Morrison:  In terms of geography, theoretically, one could be built across from the 94 
courthouse, beside a high school, or a church, or what have you. 95 

Dan Porter:  If it met the 5 or 6 standards that are in place. 96 

John Morrison:  How many solar farms are currently in Camden County? 97 

Dan Porter:  None operating, but there is one that has been approved and I believe is 98 
under construction in the southern part of the county. 99 

100 
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John Morrison:  How many acres does that consume? 101 

Dan Porter:  About 50 acres and is about 5 mega-watts. 102 

John Morrison:  So there is one approved that would utilize 50 acres is that correct? 103 

Dan Porter:  Correct. 104 

John Morrison:  Are there any other applications? 105 

Dan Porter:  Not complete applications in our office at this time. 106 

John Morrison:  Have there been any discussions with developers?  Has there been any 107 
serious interest in further solar farms brought to your office? 108 

Dan Porter:   We're aware of two projects by one company that are pending submittal of 109 
their application, and another that we've had some discussions on and we've given 110 
them information regarding the requirements for application.  We know generally 111 
where these want to locate.  Those three are the ones we know about, and they 112 
represent about 300 acres. 113 

John Morrison:  So that's 300 additional acres over the 50 that has already been 114 
permitted? 115 

Dan Porter:  Correct. 116 

John Morrison:  Would you describe the corporate status of Camden County.  There are 117 
no incorporated communities correct? 118 

Dan Porter:  Correct.  Camden County operates under a Unified Government. 119 

John Morrison:  Is it a fair statement that the county is almost entirely rural and land use 120 
is devoted almost exclusively to agricultural and residential occupancy? 121 

Dan Porter:  Yes. 122 

John Morrison:  Is it also true that the land in Camden County is uniformly flat? 123 

Dan Porter:  Very flat. 124 

John Morrison:  Is it also true that in Camden County because of agricultural use many 125 
acres are already cleared? 126 

Dan Porter:  Yes. 127 

John Morrison:  I assume you're not an expert in solar farms, but would clear flat land 128 
appear to be attractive to solar farm developers? 129 

Dan Porter:  It would seem to be. 130 

John Morrison:  Our neighbor to the north, Currituck, has recently banned any further 131 
solar farm construction, is that your understanding? 132 

Dan Porter:  Yes.  In fact I spoke with the Currituck Planning Director this morning to 133 
confirm that. 134 

135 
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John Morrison:  Is it also true that very recently we've learned that Pasquotank County is 136 
also having some concerns and is going to be looking at some kind of prohibitions 137 
on further solar farm development in that county? 138 

Dan Porter:  I read an article on that this morning, and it would seem to be to that effect. 139 

John Morrison:  Are you familiar with the solar farm activity in the adjacent counties of 140 
Pasquotank, Gates, Perquimans, and Chowan in addition to Currituck which we 141 
just discussed? 142 

Dan Porter:   I don't know all the specifics, but I am aware of the one in Pasquotank and 143 
I've driven through Gates County and noticed 2 or 3 on the way to Suffolk, VA. 144 

John Morrison:  Is it a fair statement that solar farm construction appears to be increasing 145 
in the counties I mentioned? 146 

Dan Porter:  Yes. 147 

John Morrison:  At my request, you researched a report from the NC Department of 148 
Environmental Quality, formerly known as the Department of Environment and 149 
Natural Resources (DENR), under date of February 10th, 2016.  Is that correct? 150 

Dan Porter:  Yes. 151 

John Morrison:  And did you make copies for the commissioners? 152 

Dan Porter:  Yes. 153 

John Morrison:  Please distribute those to the commissioners. 154 

Dan Porter:  (passed documentation out to the commissioners) 155 

John Morrison:  NC Department of Environmental Quality deals with what it's title 156 
implies, environmental quality throughout the state, is that correct? 157 

Dan Porter:  Yes, it governs any number of different activities ongoing. 158 

John Morrison:  Is it also true that they have on their staff many qualified experts in 159 
research and development and environmental development? 160 

Dan Porter:  I would assume they do as they write a lot of regulations. 161 

John Morrison:  Have you had the opportunity to review this document at my request 162 
[referring to that which was passed out to the commissioners]? 163 

Dan Porter:  Yes I have. 164 

John Morrison:  Would you please summarize it for us. 165 

Dan Porter:  The document is a printout of a PowerPoint presentation.  The first thing it 166 
looks at is the growth of solar energy in North Carolina. 167 

 168 
A member of the audience present at the meeting asked for a copy of the report, having no 169 
further copies, County Attorney John Morrison asked the Board for a 3 minute recess so that 170 
copies of the report could be made so the audience could follow along. 171 

172 
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After the recess, John Morrison continued with his questions of Mr. Porter, specific to the 173 
summary of the aforementioned document. 174 
 175 

John Morrison:  Before the recess we were discussing a report dated 2-10-16 from the 176 
Department of Environmental Quality.  Are you aware of any report more recent 177 
than this? 178 

Dan Porter:  No. 179 

John Morrison:  Please summarize for us things that stood out to you in your capacity as 180 
Planner for Camden County. 181 

Dan Porter:  On the first page, the report speaks of the growth up to 2015, and that North 182 
Carolina ranked 4th in the country in terms of Solar Power generation.  Also the 183 
rate of growth in NC was the fastest in the nation.  NC is 4th in the nation in terms 184 
of installed capacity at 1300 mega-watts with about 1600 mega-watts planned.  185 
Page 2 shows that NC is home to the largest solar facility east of the Mississippi, 186 
which is a Sun Energy One 80 mega-watt project on 1400 acres in Edgecombe 187 
County.  Page 3 shows a cross section of what a solar panel looks like, with a 188 
frame, glass component, an encapsulating component, and then the solar cells, 189 
another encapsulating component layer beneath that, then what's called a back 190 
sheet, then a junction box.  Basically it's a cut-a-way of what a solar panel is.  191 
They don't go into any further description of what those components are made of 192 

Dan Porter:  Page 4 looks at the end of life decommissioning.  Typically the life span of 193 
a solar array is about 25 years.  The report makes mention that there are about 250 194 
million pounds of solar panel materials in NC today.  The report also makes 195 
mention of toxic components contained in the makeup of solar panels. 196 

John Morrison:  Does the report specify what those toxic components are? 197 

Dan Porter:  No. And it doesn't give a source. 198 

John Morrison:  Does the report specify what kind of care to take if any? 199 

Dan Porter:  No. 200 

John Morrison:  Ok, continue. 201 

Dan Porter:  The report mentions that there is a limited recycling capacity. 202 

 203 
Chairman Clayton Riggs interrupted so that Commissioner Meiggs could comment on the 204 
toxicity.  Commissioner Meiggs asked for clarification that this report was from 2 years ago.  205 
Mr. Porter confirmed this.  Commissioner Meiggs also stated that NC is 3rd in the nation in solar 206 
production behind California and Arizona.  As far as the panels, there has been a lot of change in 207 
the construction of the panels as well as the amount of recyclable components. 208 

209 
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County Attorney John Morrison asked Commissioner Meiggs, for the record, what his source of 210 
information was for the information he stated.  Commissioner Meiggs stated his source was the 211 
NC Association of Electrical Cooperatives. 212 
 213 

John Morrison:  Mr. Porter, please continue. 214 

Dan Porter:  The report states that there is not much recycling value in the components.  215 
The report also states that one of the key elements of decommissioning is the re-216 
vegetation of the land and also the stabilization of the soils.  Page 5 of the report 217 
outlines environmental and health impacts.  One of the impacts is the 218 
transformation of the land use.  Solar farms and solar panels take up a good deal 219 
of land, typically being located on farm land which reduces the amount of crop 220 
land in production.  Also because such areas are fenced, it has an effect on 221 
wildlife habitat.  The report mentions a few health concerns for humans with 222 
regard to the toxicity, pollutants, and emissions.  The report states that solar is not 223 
completely carbon free, that some carbon based energy goes into the construction.  224 
Page 6 of the report goes into the kinds of requirements that California has with 225 
regard to solar farms.  California requires an environmental analysis, soil 226 
management and restoration plans, and a bond for decommissioning.  This page 227 
of the report also mentions the requirements in place in Europe.  Europe regulates 228 
the collection, transport, and treatment of any recycling of any kind of 229 
photovoltaic components and materials.  The US Bureau of Land Management 230 
requires a bond if any of these facilities are located on Federal lands, and they 231 
also require proper disposal at decommissioning and bonds for the reclamation of 232 
the land.   233 

John Morrison:  These are procedures that are followed in other states and countries. 234 

Dan Porter:  Correct 235 

John Morrison:  In fairness, you've not formed any opinion yet.  Is that correct? 236 

Dan Porter:  That is correct. 237 

John Morrison:  Nor have you formed an opinion as to how accurate this report is.  Is 238 
that correct? 239 

Dan Porter:  That is correct. 240 

John Morrison:  If the Commissioners do see fit to grant a moratorium, would you 241 
receive other information with an open mind? 242 

Dan Porter:  Yes. 243 

John Morrison:  You've mentioned various specifications for decommissioning and toxic 244 
waste, if any there is, etc.  Is the current ordinance that specific? 245 

Dan Porter:  The current ordinance does require a decommissioning plan, and it does 246 
require a bond, it is not that specific except that the land must be restored to its 247 
original condition. 248 
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John Morrison:  How is the bond specified as the ordinance is currently drawn? 250 

Dan Porter:  The cost of decommissioning is developed by the applicant through their 251 
engineering firm.  Camden's ordinance allows the amount of the bond to be 252 
decreased by the salvage value of the installed equipment.  We also require that 253 
the salvage value be certified by someone other than the applicant themselves.  254 
Our experience is that most applicants feel the salvage value is higher than the 255 
cost of decommissioning. 256 

John Morrison:  Are you satisfied with that or does that cause you some concern? 257 

Dan Porter:  I'm not satisfied that is the way we should be treating it.  I don't really know 258 
whether it's a higher value or not.  The way the ordinance is written, it gives the 259 
County very little enforcement leverage over the decommissioning. 260 

John Morrison:  Are you aware of Camden County residents having raised concerns 261 
about the further development of solar farms in Camden County? 262 

Dan Porter:  I am.  There have been several people who have come to the Planning 263 
Office to ask questions.  One applicant held some meetings that were required by 264 
the Utilities Commission with regard to a couple of projects that are being 265 
considered or may be considered.  Dave Parks, Zoning Officer and Floodplain 266 
Manager, attended those meetings and can speak about those. 267 

 268 
Commissioner Randy Krainiak asked Mr. Porter how many acres were in Camden County.  Mr. 269 
Porter stated he did not know right off hand, but that there are about 250 square miles in the 270 
County.  Commissioner Krainiak asked how many of those square miles were farmland.  Mr. 271 
Porter stated that he did not know that number.  Commissioner Krainiak stated that the county 272 
does not tell a farmer what they can plant, and expressed an opinion that the county should not 273 
be telling a farmer he can't lease out his land for a solar farm.  Commissioner Krainiak also 274 
questioned the validity of the statement made by the report that there is not much recyclable 275 
value in solar panels.  Mr. Porter stated he did not know the source from which that statement 276 
was derived for the report. 277 
 278 
Commissioner Krainiak asked Mr. Porter to find out how much of the acreage of the county is in 279 
farmland.  Mr. Porter replied that he can do that.  Mr. Porter added that land in the county is 280 
zoned in order to control the use of land as far as what can go on a piece of land and what it can 281 
be used for, but that doesn't mean the county will tell a farmer what to plant. 282 
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Commissioner Clayton Riggs commented that "those types of analysis are what happens during 284 
the 60-days that we have a moratorium on. That 60-day moratorium gives you a chance to 285 
research some of that information that you are trying to compare with". 286 
 287 
County Attorney John Morrison addressed the Board: "Since this is an informal hearing, and I'm 288 
sure we have some folks who will have some very meritorious points to speak to you about as to 289 
why there should not be a moratorium, and I will commend your attention to them.  I think it is 290 
important to emphasize the points raised by Commissioner Krainiak.  I am presenting facts, that 291 
if you wanted to impose a moratorium, would support it.  As we have discussed previously, 292 
moratoriums are not favored in the law. They are legal, but they are very carefully defined, and 293 
you have to cross all your t's and dot all your i's. One of the reasons the legislature saw fit to do 294 
that is because of the protection of private property rights. About 95% of your job, it seems to 295 
me, is this balancing act between the health, safety, and welfare of the county on one hand and 296 
your constitutional obligation to protect private property rights on the other. And finding that 297 
sweet spot is sometimes difficult. I would also like to point out to the board, I have no opinion as 298 
to whether you should impose a moratorium, and if I did have such an opinion it would be 299 
irresponsible of me to suggest which way you should go and my opinion would be irrelevant, 300 
only to make sure you comply with the law." 301 
 302 
At this time, Dave Parks came to the podium and presented the following:  "Several years ago 303 
the Public Utilities Commission held public hearings. Once they receive letter from adjacent 304 
property owner of a proposed site they are required to conduct a public hearing. They take all the 305 
neighbors inputs to these applications. Some of the concerns include the following, and these are 306 
just the highlights:  307  Will the proposed use have an effect on wildlife  308  Some of the sites are considered historical, what impact would there be on any burial 309 

grounds or artifacts and so on  310  Some say it is an eyesore, that it takes away from the rural nature of the area  311  Some say solar farms will lower property values  312  Some residents want to keep the county as rural as possible  313  What are the benefits to the county as far as taxes and employment  314  Are the residents getting a reduction in electric rates  315  Do they plan to utilize county residents for employment  316  Noise levels during construction  317  Hours of operation  318  Reflection from the panels and its effect on birds  319  Stormwater runoff  320  Will it be built to withstand hurricane force winds  321  Environmental concerns with regard to storage and use of chemicals  322  Emergency access to the site after completion of construction in case of emergency, fire, 323 
or natural disaster  324  Will Camden County Volunteer Fire Department be able to handle a fire emergency at 325 
sites such as this  326  Impact on farming and the amount of land in the county that will be taken out of farming  327  Buffering, landscaping, etc. 328 
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 Notification to residents on the proposed to use  330  Decommissioning plan  331  Maintenance of the facility  332  Use not compatible with residential zoning  333  Electromagnetic interference on people and homes and what are the health effects on the 334 
human body if living adjacent or near a solar farm  335  The utilization of land after decommissioning, can it be farmed again 336 

These are several of the concerns that the neighbors and adjacent property owners had at that 337 
meeting." 338 

County Attorney John Morrison asked Mr. Parks the following questions:  339 
 340 

John Morrison: When did the Public Utilities Commission hold that meeting. 341 

Dave Parks: That meeting was held about three or four years ago, Commissioner Meiggs 342 
was at that meeting.  343 

John Morrison: Was that meeting advertised?  344 

Dave Parks: It was advertised by the Public Utilities Commission.  345 

John Morrison: The concerns expressed there, you have no opinion as to whether they 346 
are valid or not valid, but you do have an opinion that these are the types of 347 
concerns the citizens of the county have raised, is that correct?  348 

Dave Parks: Yes sir.  349 

John Morrison: Approximately how many citizens participated in this meeting?  350 

Dave Parks: There were around 20 at the meeting.  351 

John Morrison: Thank you. 352 

 353 
County Attorney John Morrison asked the board if there were any questions for Mr. Parks.  354 
Hearing none, he requested Dan Porter to return to the podium. 355 
 356 
County Attorney John Morrison continued his questioning of Mr. Porter. 357 
 358 

John Morrison: Mr. Porter in your professional capacity in light of what we've talked 359 
about thus far do you have a professional opinion as to whether a moratorium 360 
should be granted or not for a brief period of time? 361 

Dan Porter: I believe there should be. I think there are enough questions and concerns as 362 
Dave Parks mentioned a minute ago, some of them are valid points. I think the 363 
commissioners have questions with regard to the percentage of farms versus solar 364 
panels. I think there are a lot of questions that we don't address in our ordinances 365 
right now. What we have right now is very rudimentary. 366 

John Morrison: With regards to things you would study if there was a moratorium, would 367 
it be advisable to do a comprehensive zoning study to review relevant ordinances 368 
from other locales and model ordinances regarding solar Farms? 369 
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Dan Porter: Yes sir, that would be part of our study. 371 

John Morrison: Why would you want to do that? 372 

Dan Porter: I'm sure there are a lot of people that have more experience than we have, 373 
and we would like to see what the state of the regulatory nature across this part of 374 
the state as well as other parts of the state are. It's a growing land use activity that 375 
we are having more and more questions about. 376 

John Morrison: Would you also want to study whether it would be beneficial or not to 377 
the citizens of Camden County to authorize solar farms in some parts of the 378 
county and prohibit them in others? 379 

Dan Porter: Yes sir, I think that as the notes that Dave Parks just read from, the citizens 380 
have some concerns that are related to location not necessarily just the presence of 381 
them but more so their location relative to other land uses. 382 

John Morrison: Do you have an opinion as to whether you could conduct this study that 383 
you have just outlined regardless of a moratorium? If the commissioners elected 384 
not to impose a moratorium could you still go forward with the study? 385 

Dan Porter: We could. What would happen is as we gain more information we would 386 
want to make more changes, so the state of the regulation would be in flux for a 387 
long period of time, either that or we would approve projects under our current 388 
regulations even though we are continuing to find more information about them 389 
and come in at a later date and revise the ordinance, which would be kind of like 390 
closing the barn doors after the cows got out, more or less. 391 

John Morrison: I asked if you had an opinion on this. If ultimately, at some time in the 392 
future, but not now, you conduct this study immediately and then come back with 393 
suggestions, do you have an opinion as to whether that would be fair or unfair to 394 
potential solar farm developers who made plans for investment based upon the 395 
current ordinance only to get here and find out they have been changed? 396 

Dan Porter: Yes sir, that definitely would have an impact on their development plans. 397 

John Morrison: So is it your recommendation that the citizens of the county would be 398 
best served by a moratorium while you do your studies, and then come back and 399 
make your recommendations? 400 

Dan Porter: Yes sir. 401 

John Morrison: Now, tell us what you would do and when you would do it and how 402 
much time it would take for a moratorium to allow you to accomplish your 403 
purposes. 404 
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Dan Porter: We would look at the surrounding counties and what their regulations are. If 406 
they are making changes, what their regulations are moving towards. We would 407 
also look at the state organizations model template for solar farm regulations. We 408 
would look at those parts, as I said earlier solar farms are allowed in any zoning 409 
district in the county, which makes it pretty wide open. We would try to look at 410 
geographic areas that might be less impactful on the current residents and the 411 
development patterns in the area. Some of the questions that were brought up, I 412 
would like to get more information on and I'm not sure how long it would take. 413 
Those types of things, we could probably do in about 60 days. And I would like to 414 
think we could do some other research as well, but the question of pollutants and 415 
toxic materials I think is something I would like to get a more definitive idea 416 
about what is being talked about. And we would certainly look at the 417 
decommissioning plan, we hear from applicants that these things will be in 418 
operation forever, but everything has its life and so would like to look at more 419 
information about how we can make sure that if they are not in operation that they 420 
would be decommissioned in a way that would restore the land to its original 421 
state. 422 

John Morrison: Ok, let me see if I can sum up what you would do then if a moratorium 423 
was granted. You would undertake a comprehensive study to address all the 424 
concerns we talked about tonight. You would review model ordinances and 425 
existing ordinances of other locales. You would then make proposed amendments 426 
to the Unified Development Ordinance if you thought they were in the best 427 
interests of the people of the county. 428 

Dan Porter: Yes sir, we would. If I could add to that, if there are other items that are 429 
specific that the Commissioners would like us to look into we certainly would do 430 
that, we want to go in the direction that the Commissioners would like the policies 431 
to go. 432 

John Morrison: Then, if you did determine amendments to the current UDO were 433 
mandated, you would begin processing them through the various agencies of the 434 
county such as the Planning Board, conduct public hearings, and so on. 435 

Dan Porter: Yes, typically we would make a set of conclusions and recommendations 436 
that we would take to the Planning Board for their consideration, and then once 437 
they held their meeting they would make a recommendation to the Board of 438 
Commissioners. Typically with ordinances, the first time you hear it you would 439 
set a public hearing date, the second time you hear it would be the actual holding 440 
of the public hearing on any revisions to the regulations. I would like to revise 441 
that a little bit tonight because as a 60-day moratorium we have until May 20th to 442 
get this information back to the Board of Commissioners and without extending it 443 
we would need to hold that public hearing sometime prior to May 20th. So we 444 
would not have time to bring it to the Board of Commissioners for setting a public 445 
hearing date and then hold the public hearing the following meeting. I would like 446 
for the Board to set a date for the public hearing tonight so that we will know 447 
what that public hearing date is. 448 
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John Morrison: You mentioned 60 days, is that enough time for you to do the work? 450 

Dan Porter: That is the ideal amount of time, and is the shortest period of time that we 451 
can do it in. Simply because by the Board of Commissioners meeting once a 452 
month, we have to go to the Planning Board, we would have to have our 453 
information to the Planning Board in April in order to get a report to the Board of 454 
Commissioners for a public hearing sometime before May 20th. 455 

John Morrison: Would you be prepared to make reports at every meeting of the Board of 456 
Commissioners between now and May 20th on the progress or lack thereof you 457 
have made? 458 

Dan Porter: Yes sir, we could give a status report. 459 

John Morrison: And you are prepared to have a to-do list that would set a certain amount 460 
of time for study, a certain amount of time for proposed amendments, a certain 461 
amount of time to get it to the Planning Board, and to come back to the Board of 462 
Commissioners? 463 

Dan Porter: I would have that for the next time we met. 464 

John Morrison: That concludes my questions for you, the Commissioners may have 465 
some questions for you. 466 

At this time, the Commissioners posed the following questions of Mr. Porter: 467 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs: Mine is not so much a question as just a comment. 468 
Concerns about this data have already been raised in multiple areas. Me 469 
personally, it would not be hard for me to make any decisions using this data as to 470 
make it by. Seems to me this is really driven by, when do these tax credits run 471 
out? 2018?  472 

Dan Porter: I do not know, I know that there are tax credits for this type of renewable 473 
energy and I'm not sure, there are federal tax credits and I believe state tax credits 474 
as well.  475 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs: I read where the tax credits will go to 26% sometime in 476 
2019 or 2020, and then 22%. The state has already cut theirs out.  477 

Commissioner Randy Krainiak: The state is already zero, right?  478 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs: So North Carolina's credits are already zero and the federal 479 
plan cuts it several percentages every year. 480 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs: I don't really think this counts as concerns so much as solar 481 
projects or renewable energy projects so much as it is maybe where they're placed 482 
and where they are allowed. Does that deserve maybe more looking at, probably 483 
so because I expect first thing that went into that UDO was just a plain 'carte 484 
blanche' deal.  485 

Dan Porter: Yes sir.  486 
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Commissioner Garry Meiggs:  We were not thinking about the location of these projects 488 
here, not back then.  489 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  And we did not have any definitive information on what 490 
setbacks or what type of barriers we should use for visibility. What are they going 491 
to do to the residents that are 50 feet away from them or 100 feet away from 492 
them? So, those setbacks and types of barriers will impact greatly on where they 493 
can be located. Personally, I drove over to Gates County to look, I was not 494 
pleased at some of the projects... how close to the road they are and on two of 495 
them there was no buffer. I think some of that stems from the fact that they were 496 
not regulated very well and that developers wanted to make a quick buck and get 497 
them in the ground as fast as they could, and they knew that Gates County did not 498 
have anything in their UDO to regulate it at the time. That almost happened to 499 
Camden, because our UDO like you said a few minutes ago was kind of basic and 500 
vague, we did not know what we were up against so we did not dwell very long 501 
on any of the restrictions against it.  502 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  I do want to know, Mr. Porter, we do not intend on having 503 
to hire an outside group to study this, right? This is going to be a staff project isn't 504 
it? 505 

Dan Porter: Yes sir. We are not going to hire anyone to do it. We would not be able to 506 
get them hired within 60 days.  507 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  The cost of hiring consultants can be exorbitant 508 
sometimes.  509 

Dan Porter: No, and that may limit how much detail we go into in terms of the makeup 510 
of solar panels. We may have to rely on other reports rather than independent 511 
research.  512 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  I would like to ask County Attorney Morrison a question: 513 
The way I understand it, 60 days is the maximum we can go at one time...  514 

John Morrison:  No sir, you can go more been 60 days but I would caution you not to do 515 
that because then you begin to raised eyebrows. If you were to find at the end of 516 
60 days, after diligent efforts, Mr. Porter had not been able to complete the 517 
project, you can extend a moratorium but you have to go back through the same 518 
safeguards we are doing tonight and he would have to explain why he couldn't get 519 
it done and what yet remains to be done and when he is going to get it done. And 520 
then you could extend it, say in 30-day increments or something like that. My 521 
recommendation is to try to keep the heat on everybody and let's get this done in 522 
60 days. The law is stern for a reason. Commissioner Krainiak has already 523 
addressed it in park - private property rights. The legislature thought, 'well we 524 
can't damaged people but so much with 60 days'. Try to get it done in 60 days, 525 
and if you can't then we will talk about it then. That would be my 526 
recommendation, 60 days if you are so inclined.  527 
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Dan Porter: If I could add just one thing to that. If you were to extend it we would have 529 
to have another public hearing, and we would have to advertise it.  You can 530 
implement a moratorium for 60 days by having one advertisement and one public 531 
hearing, in order to go longer than 60 days you have to advertise more frequently 532 
and there would have to be another public hearing to extend it. 533 

John Morrison: That is an important point, I neglected to tell you that, thank you Mr. 534 
Porter. When Mr. Porter and I were researching this we were aware that the most 535 
you can do tonight if you are inclined is 60 days because we did not advertise this 536 
twice. If you are going to go more than 60 days it has to be advertised on two 537 
successive weeks. 538 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  I guess one of the questions that the people in the 539 
audience want to know is that one special use permit that we have already granted 540 
would not be affected by the moratorium.  541 

John Morrison: It will not, they have vested property rights.  542 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs: So, if you already have your permit in hand, you are not 543 
affected by the moratorium.  544 

Dan Porter: That is correct.  545 

Commissioner Randy Krainiak:  And the other two, did you say there were two more 546 
coming up?  547 

Dan Porter: No sir, we do not have their applications, we just know that they are out 548 
there. We have had a couple of conversations with a company regarding a couple 549 
of sites, and we have had inquiries from another relatively serious person and I 550 
have heard rumor of two or three others. 551 

Commissioner Randy Krainiak:  Since there is nobody breaking our doors down, is there 552 
any advantage to having a moratorium or are you just going to go ahead and do 553 
your due diligence come tomorrow morning and start investigating it?  554 

Dan Porter: I would suspect that after this discussion, if somebody is out there 555 
contemplating they would bring an application in as soon as possible. And that is 556 
the reason for having a moratorium is that we have the time to look into the 557 
regulations and not have to process that application under our current rules.  558 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  I think one of the key points that I am interested in us 559 
knowing about, and I am sure that the developers have already studied this very 560 
hard but maybe they have not shared all of the information or maybe it has not 561 
been researched very well, the levels of heavy metals and the mercury content - 562 
this older environmental impact study mentions the fact that mercury is used in 563 
the manufacturing of the solar panels and then I am come to understand that be 564 
more modern solar panels eliminate that mercury.  565 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs:  And the more modern is a re-buildable panel.  566 
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Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  So I think that maybe part of our moratorium may address 568 
the limitations of what type of materials will be used and the less toxic will be 569 
favored in each instance for permits going forward.  570 

Dan Porter: I have no information on that, that is information I would have to find.  571 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  That would be one of your 'to-do' things as we move 572 
forward. I am not going to live long enough to be poisoned by a solar panel in 573 
Camden County but it is very possible that some of these younger folks or our 574 
future populations may have that problem cropping up around them. So we want 575 
to prevent rather than have to remediate afterwards, and if requiring particular 576 
types of building materials and particular locations aids in that then that would be 577 
part of the new UDO.  578 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs: My suggestion on that, Mr. Chairman, would be to be very 579 
careful with that because the technology in this is changing so rapidly you are 580 
liable to name something that will knock your self right out of being able to use 581 
the best and brightest and most efficient that has come out. You have to be careful 582 
with that. 583 

Commissioner Randy Krainiak:  We just covered that 2 months ago when we approved 584 
the special use permit for the one that is under construction. They showed us that 585 
there are no hazardous materials. 586 

 587 
At this time, Mr. Porter asked if the board had any further questions for him. Hearing none, the 588 
floor was opened to public comment.  589 
 590 

Public Hearing - Public Comments Section  591 
 592 
Herbert Mullin, Attorney at Law, 101 East Elizabeth Street, Elizabeth City, NC, 27909  593 
 594 

Herbert Mullin: I have two particular people here who are experts in this field. But first, 595 
let me tell you of a lady of some years who called me last week and said "Herbert 596 
Taylor, I need you to help me". And I said I would be glad to and I said what's it 597 
about? She said "I have got a contract to place my 50 acres in a solar farm, and 598 
they are going to pay me some awfully good rent, and I really need that money. 599 
I'm older, I have limited income, and I really need it. Would you go to the Board 600 
of Commissioners and let them know of my need, let them know I am not trying 601 
to hurt anybody. This is my land, I did not buy it, I inherited it from my mama 602 
and my daddy. And I look to this money to cause me to have an opportunity for a 603 
reasonable lifestyle from here on to the rest of my life".  She said "Please ask that 604 
Board of Commissioners not to put a moratorium, not to stop what I have been 605 
offered, not to have me run the chance of not having to have this money". She 606 
said "Please".  And so I bring you that from the lady.  607 

Herbert Mullin: I will let these experts speak, I am not an expert, I do not know much 608 
about solar farms but these men do. 609 
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Commissioner Ross Munro:  The lady that you told the touching story of, how old is she?  611 

Herbert Mullin: About 78 or 79.  612 

Commissioner Ross Munro:  So, she has survived 79 years so far? Is a 60 day 613 
moratorium out of the limit for this person?  614 

Herbert Mullin: I don't know how the moratorium will affect her.  615 

Commissioner Ross Munro:  But 60 days is not too much to ask an entire population of a 616 
county to wait to make sure we do the right thing.  617 

Herbert Mullin: And, should Mr. Porter, it's interesting to me as I understand it the last 618 
time you all looked at this ordinance was in 2015, and this is just barely 2017. 619 
There has got to be something said for that.  620 

Commissioner Ross Munro:  Back to my original question, 60 days is not too long to ask 621 
somebody to wait so the county can figure it out, correct sir?  622 

Herbert Mullin: No, and of course, it may cause her project not to go forward.  623 

Commissioner Ross Munro: I think if there is so much money in a project to go forward, 624 
60 days is not too long to wait for a company to put a pause on it. We can put a 625 
pause on it, and they can come back in 60 days.  626 

Herbert Mullin: Oh, I understand definitely, the possibility exists that it may end her 627 
opportunity to lease her property to the solar developer. 628 

Commissioner Ross Munro: We would not want to do something that might hurt other 629 
citizens of the county either, would we sir?  630 

Herbert Mullin: Well, I know you would not and I know these gentlemen here who 631 
represent major solar farm people have not and would not do such because if it 632 
did it would cause them repercussions throughout Eastern North Carolina. And 633 
frankly, in Camden County the number of acres, I think you said it was a 50-acre 634 
permit issued, and the number of farm acres is far in excess of that. In Currituck, I 635 
mean, all we are doing is following the big dogs. Currituck has numerous solar 636 
farms and others under contract and so they stopped it after they already have it 637 
going. Pasquotank, I doubt there will be as large a solar farm in all of Camden 638 
County as there are one or two in Pasquotank. So, we are limited, our lands are 639 
limited, but more than that, a solar farm cannot be in existence unless they have 640 
connection lines and a power company to sell their solar energy to. They cannot 641 
just put them up where they want to. They have to implement them through the 642 
utilities, and they can only put them where the utilities can accept the current. 643 

Commissioner Ross Munro: True, and then on top of that, aren't we forced to buy that 644 
higher priced solar power generated from a solar farm and doesn't that raise the 645 
cost of electricity for everybody in the county? 646 

Herbert Mullen: Utilities Commission regulates that, I do not. 647 
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Commissioner Ross Munro: But, that is how it works, correct sir? So actually, we are 649 
forced to buy solar power at a higher right so costing a little bit more out of our 650 
pockets for everybody in the county to pay their utility bills, isn't that correct? 651 

Herbert Mullin: I am told it is cheaper than nuclear energy, and nuclear energy is by and 652 
large what you are buying now because coal is bad because of coal ash, and the 653 
government supports what makes it possible for any of us to afford it. So I don't 654 
think that the solar panel is an opportunity to have some cheaper current then we 655 
have had before, it is far cheaper to have solar panels I am told then it is to have 656 
nuclear power plants.  657 

Commissioner Ross Munro: I think that the cost of the solar panel per megawatt-hour is 658 
$231 of tax subsidies that makes it affordable, isn't that correct?  659 

Herbert Mullin: I am not sure, these gentlemen would know and can tell you. 660 

 661 
At this time, County Attorney John Morrison asked Attorney Mullin if he would like to direct the 662 
questioning of the two gentlemen he referred to.  Attorney Mullin indicated that County Attorney 663 
John Morrison should direct the questioning. 664 
 665 
Mark Pearson, 3104 Bandol Lane, Oakton, Virginia, 22124  666 
 667 

John Morrison: Mr. Pearson, I am going to ask you a few questions just to move the ball 668 
along, background, and then you will have all the time you reasonably need to tell 669 
us some interesting facts I'm sure we don't know about solar energy.  670 

John Morrison: What is your occupation sir? 671 

Mark Pearson: I am a solar developer, solar Farms.  672 

John Morrison: What company are you associated with?  673 

Mark Pearson: Solar Access USA. 674 

John Morrison: Is that your firm, your company rather?  675 

Mark Pearson: That is mine and my partner's company.  676 

John Morrison: And you currently have an application pending in Camden County?  677 

Mark Pearson: We have an incomplete application.  678 

John Morrison: So it has not been submitted yet, is that correct?  679 

Mark Pearson: That is correct.  680 

John Morrison: So if a moratorium was granted, you would be affected by it?  681 

Mark Pearson: Yes we would.  682 

John Morrison: What is your educational background sir?  683 

Mark Pearson: I have a double major in geology and computer cartography from Rutgers 684 
College.  685 

686 

8.B.a

Packet Pg. 80

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

o
cm

in
s_

sp
_0

32
02

01
7 

 (
17

30
 :

 B
O

C
 M

in
u

te
s 

- 
S

p
ec

ia
l M

ee
ti

n
g

 3
-2

0-
17

)



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BOC Special Meeting – March 20, 2017 

 

Page  of  

John Morrison: Computer cartography?  687 

Mark Pearson: That is computerized map making.  688 

John Morrison: And how many solar farm developments have you been involved in?  689 

Mark Pearson: I am currently working on 4, and my partners, who are working with us 690 
on the one we are contemplating here have done in excess of 25.  691 

John Morrison: Your company right now has no active solar farm, is that correct?  692 

Mark Pearson: That is correct. Well, yes, Solar Access USA has none.  But these 693 
companies, these LLC's are actually put together for a particular project.  694 

John Morrison:  Ok, I understand that. Do you have any special training or education in 695 
solar farm construction, operation, decommissioning, and environmental impacts?  696 

Mark Pearson: Nothing other than what I have learned on the job and my academic 697 
background lends itself to finding good sites for solar farms and that's basically 698 
what I'm here to talk about today.  699 

John Morrison: Would it be a fair statement that flat cleared land is conducive to solar 700 
farm development?  701 

Mark Pearson: Yes.  702 

John Morrison: And Camden has a lot of that.  703 

Mark Pearson: It does.  704 

John Morrison: Please feel free sir now to make your presentation, and this is not a 705 
formal court proceeding so you can bring in hearsay, you can address your 706 
comments however you want them. And the Commissioners may have some 707 
questions.  708 

Mark Pearson: What I would like to do is, the old adage "a picture tells a thousand 709 
words", I have a map basically it's of Camden County, Currituck County, and 710 
Pasquotank County. It has a picture of substations, and I think it would be very 711 
enlightening for everybody here, because you would all look at it and go "wow, I 712 
am glad I got this information". So here we are, I don't know if you can all see 713 
this, but basically it is a satellite picture of Camden County in the middle with 714 
Pasquotank and Perquimans to the West and Currituck County to the east. There 715 
is also a transmission line, which you probably all know where it is, it bisects the 716 
county. There are only a few places in the county where you can put a solar farm. 717 
95% of the county you cannot put a solar farm on economically. The reason is 718 
you need what is called three phase power, and we have all seen it. If you go out 719 
to 158, that comes across from Elizabeth City, or actually right out here you will 720 
see a pole and then you will see a cross on the top with 3 wires - that is three 721 
phase. And not only do you need that three phase, but you need the higher level of 722 
that which is 34000 volts, they call it a 34kv line. Now they emanate from 723 
substations. So you have to put a solar farm where that line goes.  724 
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Mark Pearson (continued):  Now, for Camden County, first of all Camden does not have 726 
any substations which is why it does not have any solar farms. And because it 727 
does not have substations, it will never have many solar farms at all. You just 728 
cannot put them here without a substation. So, what you have today is to the right 729 
in Currituck County is to substations one is called Sligo and the other is called 730 
Shawboro. Now, there is no more capacity in those substations, meaning if you 731 
wanted to you could not build a solar farm and hook it up there. So, everything to 732 
the east is out. At the intersection of Route 34 and 158, there is a transmission line 733 
running through there and right on that corner there you see three phase that 734 
comes down from the Sligo substation down 34. That line and the line coming 735 
across from Elizabeth City are the only two places in the county, and wherever 736 
those three phase goes that you can even hook a solar farm up to. All the land, 737 
which looks like at least 50% feel and that is north of 158 you cannot put a solar 738 
farm on. There is no transmission line, there is no three phase power. Maybe 739 
there's a little that runs up 343, but it is of too low voltage to put one on. So, not 740 
only is there very few places to put it but the two substations in Currituck County 741 
are already full, so they really have nothing to worry about over there. The 742 
Pasquotank substation is full and there is just a little bit of room left in the 743 
Elizabeth City substation. The two farms that are being contemplated are going to 744 
take the remaining capacity, so after these two farms are done, that is it for 745 
Camden County. 746 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  I live 13 miles from that transmission line, and one mile 747 
from my house there is a solar farm going to be. I live in the bottom end of this 748 
county and that gentleman sitting right back there in that corner has a 50-acre 749 
solar farm and they have already put steel in the ground.  750 

Mark Pearson: And that is on 3 phase power correct?  751 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  That is on 3 phase power in Shiloh.  752 

Mark Pearson: That goes up to, it would have to probably, to the Shawboro or Sligo 753 
substation. If you got on that line and started following it, they don't connect to 754 
transmission lines. Transmission lines go to substations, three phase power goes 755 
to substations, but the two don't connect. And, since those are already full, you 756 
could not put a second one on that line today. It's over.  757 

A member of the audience asked who is it that says when the substations are full.  758 

Mark Pearson:  Dominion Power Company can tell you that information. 759 

Chairman Clayton Riggs reminded the audience that if they want to speak, they will have an 760 
opportunity to address the Board and ask questions, but to let those at the podium give their 761 
presentations.  762 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  Even though we are not on the transmission line, the three 763 
phase power goes back to the Shawboro substation and it is entered into the grid 764 
at that point.  765 
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Mark Pearson: Yes.  767 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  So, the first statement you said that the only place we 768 
could put one is on that three phase transmission line, was a little bit misleading 769 
because we can put it in other places but it has to be on one of those legs up that 770 
three phase power coming off.  771 

Mark Pearson: Yes, I forgot to use the word, if you say three phase it is a distribution 772 
line. Transmission line is 230,000 volts, that is the one running through here. The 773 
only way to hook one of those up is to get 1000 acres, build your own sub station, 774 
and then go directly to the transmission line. Now if you follow the line out of 775 
Elizabeth City cross to Shawboro, there is no land that is there. Frank Williams 776 
has 175 acres, I believe the Browns have couple hundred acres, but you need 1000 777 
acres all together, like the picture that Mr. Porter showed of the Sun Energy 1 778 
which was about 1,400 acres, that does not exist here. So you will never have to 779 
worry about the big ones either. So really what is left, unless, the only way this 780 
can change is if they add more big transformers in these substations, if they do, 781 
that but in order to do that it makes the project economically unfeasible. 782 
Everything is very competitive out here. If they don't go for one here, in other 783 
words to interconnect, you have to have a price of about $1,000,000 or less to do 784 
it. If you build a substation you are up in the 5 to 10 million dollar range. So 785 
therefore, it is just not going to make sense. So the only way, basically what's left 786 
is really just a couple of spots that come across from Elizabeth City and then start 787 
going down towards Shiloh, but not really even that far, really just outside of 788 
Camden and at that point there is a step down transformer and so forth. Camden 789 
County has really nothing to worry about being inundated with solar farms. That's 790 
really it in a nutshell. And so just another couple more stats, I believe Camden 791 
County has 306 square miles, is roughly 195,000 and change acres, the land we 792 
are talking about for these two small solar farms and a midsize one is about three 793 
hundred acres that represents about .1% of the land in Camden County. And that 794 
might be the only solar farms ever. You just can't take thousands of acres 795 
anywhere you want build a solar farm, it just does not happen. The other thing I 796 
would like to mention as far as what you have seen throughout North Carolina is a 797 
bunch of these 50-acre solar farms, 5 megawatts, you see them all over the place. 798 
That game is over, the reason that they proliferated so much is that North Carolina 799 
passed a law that guaranteed they would buy the power for up to a 5 megawatt 800 
farm for up to 20 years, this was called a power purchase agreement or PPA. That 801 
is done. It is now down to one megawatt over 10 years which means 10 acres, it 802 
just doesn't make any sense, it's just not economically feasible, nobody's going to 803 
do it. So, unless you have already started a project over the past year, what you 804 
are going to see is in a couple of more years, solar is pretty much over in North 805 
Carolina. Now, you still have wind, and some other things that you can potentially 806 
do, but I don't see in the economic models that we have to work with to price 807 
these things where you can ever build one based on this. I have just a couple of 808 
other comments, there's no recycling because nobody has ever decommissioned 809 
one.  810 
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Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  Is your project the 200 acre project?  812 

Mark Pearson: Yes sir.  813 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs: So what you have told me in the last seven minutes while 814 
you were talking is "let me build mine, and nobody else will come". Is that what I 815 
heard?  816 

Mark Pearson: That is a good way to put it. 817 

Commissioner Ross Munro:  Also I have heard that it is not commercially viable to build 818 
them without the taxpayer subsidies.  819 

Mark Pearson: Well, it is not commercially viable because there is no more room left in 820 
the substations. It's like trying to book a hotel room when there is no vacancy. 821 
You are just not going to get a room.  822 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs: Ok, let's talk about how easy substations are. That little 823 
blue substation that is way up there on US HWY 17 that is on your map, that little 824 
blue substation, I don't know how long it took them to plan it, but it only took a 825 
couple of incentives and the fact that there was an opportunity to make money and 826 
for growth of the county for that thing to just pop up in the middle of South Mills.  827 

Mark Pearson: And that is a switching station, it is not a substation with transformers. If 828 
you go there, there are none of those big boxes that basically take the high 829 
electricity down...  830 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs:  Oh yes it is.  831 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs: It is his substation (referring to Commissioner Garry 832 
Meiggs).  833 

Mark Pearson: I just drove by it today and all I saw were the switches. I am not arguing. 834 
There may be, if they added one up there, but as of last year when we did this 835 
planning there was no more. 836 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs: And part of what we are thinking about there is a lot of 837 
very commercial developable land up there that we have to consider in this whole 838 
plan that we are talking about. So, when we say 50 or 100 acre, whatever the 839 
wattage you have on them is, solar farms, technically speaking somebody could 840 
go up there and put one like a quarter of a mile from it and wire to it. If there's as 841 
much money in this business as some people portray, because you've got to be 842 
making money in order to pay a farmer a high-dollar amount per acre. Somebody 843 
out there is making money if the farmer is getting a couple of hundred dollars an 844 
acre to raise corn and then a solar developer comes in and gives him for example 845 
$750 to stop raising corn so they can put a solar panel there, there are people 846 
making money at it because you don't pay the landowner that kind of money and 847 
not make money yourself. 848 

Mark Pearson: We would not be in it to lose money.  849 
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Commissioner Clayton Riggs: Exactly what I am saying. So now, what we are trying to 851 
do with this 2 month moratorium is give us an opportunity to study this so that 852 
setbacks and local regulations can be put in place so that when I drive from my 853 
house to this Courthouse I don't drive by your solar farm glaring at my face. If 854 
there are some beautiful trees, shrubbery, or something and a nice little buffer 855 
around it so that it does not distract from the beauty that people come here for. 856 
There are two things that we have, quality of life and we have farmland. You guys 857 
want to use the farmland. So if you want to use the farmland, you are going to 858 
have to do it within a set of parameters that we are going to work on setting up, or 859 
then the other alternative Currituck County just said, we are going to prohibit 860 
them all together. That is what the guy told me on the phone today, Currituck 861 
County prohibited them. There are three choices, we could go like we are going, 862 
we could do a moratorium, or we can prohibit.  863 

Mark Pearson: And I'm not arguing that and let's talk about Currituck County. Their 864 
transmission lines don't bisect in the short, they run north and south the long way 865 
of the land. So you can grab 1,000 acres in a bunch of different places there and 866 
build a substation and do that.  You can't really do that here today, unless you 867 
want to all of a sudden kick everybody off their land and rezone it back to 868 
agriculture, which is not going to happen. It's all about the devil is in the details. 869 
Camden County itself, for example when you say, there's that huge chunk of 870 
Camden County that is just completely square, literally north of the courthouse, if 871 
you went right North I think it even has a little airstrip there because there are no 872 
transmission lines or anything even running anywhere near there that would never 873 
even be a candidate. Unless for some reason...  874 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs: You would have to fight with the Navy over that.  875 

Mark Pearson: I'm just telling you the economics. What I am really trying to do is share 876 
with you the economics, and my job is to find good sites. There's only one good 877 
site or two and all of Camden County and I will never look again because I have 878 
already looked over it with a fine-tooth comb. It has to be on big three phase 879 
commercial power, and it has to have access to an open substation. There is only 880 
one open substation left and that is Elizabeth City, and they only have a little bit 881 
of capacity left.  After these two, and I would recommend you jumping on it 882 
because if you don't someone else will take them and then you won't have any. I 883 
would guess that the County probably just wants a few but they don't want to be 884 
overrun with them. My point is that I want to alleviate any fears that somehow 885 
these things can get blanketed and they can not. Also there are some very good 886 
points brought up about toxicity and reflective and so forth, these higher 887 
efficiency panels really absorb the sunlight. They are really matte kind of colored, 888 
you are not going to see a reflection. You will see them if you look for them, but 889 
it's not going to be like a skyscraper that you can just see the reflection. The more 890 
light that is reflected back the less that is absorbed. And the way they build them 891 
today, there is almost no toxic or heavy metals in there at all. And if you compare 892 
it with burning coal, coal puts way more mercury in the atmosphere then a solar 893 
field would. You can't even compare it.   894 
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Mark Pearson (continued):  As a matter of fact, tuna today is better to eat because there 896 
has been less coal-burning and that has been the number one way in which coal 897 
got into the atmosphere which is mercury would get in the water and the tuna 898 
would eat it through the food chain. So it is, it uses maybe 1% of the carbon 899 
compared to coal, and it probably uses 2-3% of the carbon compared to natural 900 
gas.  There is more money for the county, environmentally friendly, take the same 901 
piece of land, no pesticides no fertilizers, no herbicides, for 30 years. No plowing, 902 
no dust. There is always 18 inches of ground cover, no bare dirt once it is in place. 903 
And lastly as far as how safe they are, this is proven technology, they are on 904 
schools, nurseries, hospitals, houses, they are everywhere. And there has never 905 
been any negative health effects that anybody has ever attributed two solar panels 906 
in place.  907 

John Morrison: Sir, if you could would you speak to the increase in the tax base, if any, 908 
and jobs this would create.  909 

Mark Pearson: Yes, it will, but what I would really like to do is get you hard numbers as 910 
opposed to me just saying 'yes it is better economically'. At any one time when 911 
they are building this, you will have at least 100 temporary workers working in 912 
the surrounding communities, so it is restaurants, it's everything. Perfect example, 913 
I am doing a project in Culpeper County, and I am talking to a land owner who 914 
grows hay and he said 'You know what? I just got a call yesterday from the one 915 
that Dominion is building in Remington for Microsoft and they just ordered a ton 916 
of hay from me. I had no idea this order was going to come, came out of the blue.' 917 
here is a farmer who just got a great big order that he never would have got to 918 
help build this thing. So it is good for the economy and the tax base is going to be 919 
better because first of all it comes right out of land use so that just bumped it up 920 
too. I am just saying that if you go through environmentally, culturally, and 921 
economically, it is a win on all three. Thank you very much.  922 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs: We have another gentlemen who wants to talk. And then, 923 
Miss Linda Nwadike wants to talk.  924 

 925 
Louis Matheus, of Boco Raton Florida, representing TW Solar, an International Solar Developer 926 
based out of Barcelona Spain.  927 

 928 
Louis Matheus: TW Solar already has some projects in the ground here in North Carolina 929 

and a number of active projects under development.  930 

John Morrison: Before you go any farther sir, would you give us your educational 931 
background and your expertise?  932 

Louis Matheus: I am a civil engineer by training, I have a masters degree in business out 933 
of Colorado University, and I have, I think I am going on 10 years now on solar 934 
and renewable energy field in general.  935 

John Morrison: Are you a licensed engineer sir?  936 

Louis Matheus: I do not have a professional engineer license, no.  937 
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John Morrison: But you did take a degree in engineering?  939 

Louis Matheus: Yes  940 

John Morrison: And how many solar farms have you worked on? 941 

Louis Matheus: Personally, I have over three hundred megawatts of renewable energy 942 
having been developed as solar and wind. The company I am representing, TW 943 
Solar, has a track record of one gigawatt of solar projects worldwide. 944 

John Morrison: But how many have YOU worked on personally?  945 

Louis Matheus: 300.  946 

John Morrison: Ok, thank you.  947 

Louis Matheus: So, there are a number of points to address as well as other points 948 
throughout the conversation tonight, I want to address some of them. I agree with 949 
Mr. Pearson on there are limitations and how much solar you can put in Camden 950 
County. These stem from two basic points. What Mr. Pearson mentioned was 951 
access to transmission. There are only so many places that you can connect a solar 952 
plant to the grid economically. A developer always has the option to upgrade the 953 
system so that more solar can be brought online, but at that point they have to pay 954 
for the upgrades themselves. The second limitation comes from load. How much 955 
power is the system demanding? You cannot produce more power then the system 956 
needs. At that point you have to curtail production by taking your plant offline 957 
and you are losing the power you are producing. That hurts the economics really 958 
fast. So you always size the project so that it only provides as much power as the 959 
system can take at any given point in time. Further you have the limitation that the 960 
grid here operated by the city municipality and also Albemarle EMC interconnect 961 
with Dominion Power, I believe, and Dominion being part of the PJM network up 962 
in Virginia, they have stringent regulations. Nobody that is not part of the PJM 963 
system can feed power into the PJM grid. So effectively, Dominion will put a 964 
constraint that systems cannot produce more power then the system is handling 965 
because then the power would flow into their system and they won't allow that. So 966 
it is true that there are limitations in the grid. I have not studied the entire grid and 967 
the county to assert how many points you can actually put or how many 968 
megawatts. We have not conducted our study for the project that we are interested 969 
in putting here in Camden County. However, we do have to have a technical study 970 
done on the interconnection request to make sure that the substation, and 971 
transmission line, can handle the output of a solar system without overloading the 972 
system. So the intent of our study is for it to tell us how much or how big can a 973 
solar system be without compromising the grid and without having to incur a 974 
significant capital expenditure to upgrade the system. That will be our goal, that 975 
will essentially limit the solar system. Our estimate is that it can be anywhere 976 
between 20 and 7 megawatts right now. 20 would be the maximum capacity on 977 
the infrastructure, seven being the load that the system is holding. So somewhere 978 
in between, we think, is the size our project will be.  979 
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Louis Matheus: Addressing the topic of toxicity...  981 

Commissioner Tom White:  How many acres are you talking about putting in?  982 

Louis Matheus: If we go for a system of 20 megawatts, that is the biggest we consider we 983 
can do, it would be at most 160 acres. And it can go down from there, it can be 984 
down to 100 depending on the size of the parcel.  985 

Commissioner Ross Munro: And do you agree with the other gentleman that there is only 986 
a couple of viable places in Camden County that you can actually put a solar 987 
farm? 988 

Louis Matheus: Intuitively, yes. But I have not done a comprehensive study of the entire 989 
grid. But yes, just by the limitation of load you cannot put too many megawatts. 990 
You would need something to actually use that power, if in the future you have a 991 
lot of consumption here, you put an industrial park, you put a paper mill, 992 
something to that effect that can actually draw a lot of power from the grid, that 993 
opens up capacity for more development. But up until that happens the power 994 
does not have anywhere to go so it would be restricted.  995 

Louis Matheus: On the topic of toxicity, the panels are sealed. They are meant to sustain 996 
being put out there for 25 to 30 years without breaking down. If there are any 997 
heavy metals, they would be contained inside. As soon as one of those panels 998 
breaks or stops functioning it has to be replaced. There would be a potential 999 
problem if they were let to sit there at the site broken for many many years. That 1000 
is the only scenario I can picture. For them to release any heavy metals, they 1001 
would have to burn upwards of 1000 degrees Fahrenheit, and I do not think that a 1002 
wildfire on agricultural land would ever reach that. I have not seen the concerns 1003 
of toxicity come up anywhere else, and I have worked in projects in several states 1004 
in the US including North Carolina, Colorado, California, Texas, and the toxicity 1005 
has never really come up as a concern, and also in other countries we have 1006 
worked in such as Central and South America as well. The toxicity of the panels 1007 
themselves has never really been a concern. In terms of electromagnetism, there is 1008 
no equipment that puts out excess of electromagnetic fields. A refrigerator or 1009 
television in your home would put out as much as the inverter, and the inverter is 1010 
just by definition of where it is located is sufficiently distant from any permanent 1011 
structure. That would not affect anyone. And anyway, the negative health effects 1012 
of electromagnetism have never been able to be proven. So you are no worse off 1013 
having a solar system than you are with having power lines for your TV in your 1014 
bedroom. On the topic of the cost of solar, the legislation that allows development 1015 
of solar in North Carolina that has accounted for this boom is based on a piece of 1016 
Federal legislation called PURPA (Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act).  The 1017 
way PURPA works is, it says that as long as a renewable energy generator or a 1018 
co-generation facility can produce power  at or below the utilities avoided cost 1019 
then the utility is forced to buy it.  That is the way it works, so, the only way the 1020 
solar system can get a PPA (power purchase agreement) is if they can sell that 1021 
power lower than the utility can generate it currently.   1022 
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Louis Matheus (continued):  The idea is that the more solar that you put in the system the 1024 
cost for everyone starts coming down.  Every time you put a request for a large 1025 
solar system above, it used to be 5 mega watts now it's one megawatt, before you 1026 
can get a power purchase agreement with the utility, the utility will do a study to 1027 
see what is their avoided cost and that is the power purchase agreement they will 1028 
offer.  If you can, in fact, as a developer, produce power cheaper than that then 1029 
you have a deal.  If your cost of generation is higher you wouldn't sign the PPA 1030 
and you do not have a project.  So, just by the concept of the legislation this is 1031 
supported by the construction of more solar systems can not negatively affect the 1032 
rates in the state.  Now, what brought me out here today, I flew in just for this 1033 
public hearing, when I read the proposed moratorium, my concern was mostly on 1034 
the language that was using, seeking before the public hearing, I understand the 1035 
concept of revising the ordinance but it seems like the end of the moratorium was 1036 
to limit or prohibit the development of solar in the county.  There is a particular 1037 
phrase in the document I saw that raised that concern.  I want to express that as a 1038 
developer, we work with the county, we work with land owners to do solar 1039 
projects right, we do not want any enemies if we can make everybody happy with 1040 
our solar system our work is all the easier.  So I would encourage the county to 1041 
look at putting an ordinance in place that would allow everybody to be happy with 1042 
development.  There is a suggested template ordinance already prepared by the 1043 
NC Sustainable Energy Association, I brought a copy of that with me.  I've been 1044 
in contact with them and they provided some documentation that you might find 1045 
useful.  I would be happy to share that with you. Again, this is not our product, 1046 
this is mostly from the NC Sustainable Energy Association. So, as long as the 1047 
moratorium is put in place for the sole purpose of revising whether your 1048 
ordinance is sufficient to allow for sustainable development of solar projects in 1049 
harmony with the community, with the environment, with the alternative uses of 1050 
the land, we are ok with that.  We would encourage you to not consider limiting 1051 
because market and technical factors will do that for you and also you are 1052 
depriving the community of a lot of the benefits that solar can bring. I have some 1053 
figures here on the solar benefits, again these are not prepared by me, but by the 1054 
NC Sustainable Energy Association.  Up to now, they can attribute almost 5,500 1055 
full time equivalent jobs in North Carolina because of the solar industry. In 2016 1056 
alone, solar revenue from NC came up to 1.4 billion dollars.  The agricultural land 1057 
taken out of farming because of solar developments statewide is just .2% of the 1058 
entire NC cropland.  Again, these are numbers that are readily available, and I'll 1059 
be happy to share them with you if you need them.  A solar system of about 10 1060 
mega watts would cost somewhere between 20 and 50 million dollars, depending 1061 
on the technology that is put in place. I'm not too sure how the county taxes 1062 
developments, but I'm sure it has to be over that number on the capital expense of 1063 
the solar system.  So, just think about the tax revenue increase by bringing in a 1064 
solar system that is also not bringing any burden on the county elsewhere. You 1065 
don't need additional services, you don't need to change anything, the solar 1066 
developer will bear all the cost and the community will benefit at large from the 1067 
tax revenue.  With that, I'll take any questions you may have for me.  1068 
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John Morrison:  If I may make a comment sir.  I wrote a letter to the commissioners with 1070 
a model of a moratorium for 60 days.  That letter is a public record.  You are 1071 
welcome to it, I went to great lengths and the commissioners are very aware that 1072 
they should not have formed an opinion before tonight, that there would be 1073 
additional evidence and the question before them is to impose a moratorium or 1074 
not on my recommendation of no more than 60 days.  So there is, I can assure 1075 
you, the fix is not in.  Everybody was told to keep an open mind. I have not heard 1076 
anybody talk about a complete prohibition of solar farms. You would be available 1077 
to consult with our Planner if a moratorium was granted for 60 days, correct?  1078 

Louis Matheus: I believe so, yes.  1079 

John Morrison:  As to give input, to suggest research materials, model ordinances, and 1080 
answer questions?  1081 

Louis Matheus:  As a matter of fact, I plan on meeting with Mr. Parks tomorrow.  1082 

John Morrison:  That would be one of the purposes of a moratorium.  Alright.  Thank 1083 
you.  1084 

Commissioner Tom White:  Lets say, 10 or 15 years down the road, maintenance, do you 1085 
all retain ownership or do you sell once its built and finished?  Will you sell that 1086 
project?  1087 

Louis Matheus:  There are several factors that come into play there.  1088 

Commissioner Tom White:  Who is going to continue the maintenance, I guess is my 1089 
concern.  1090 

Louis Matheus:  The way the company I represent, TW Solar, works, they usually do the 1091 
early development when they have all their licenses / permits in place, they bring 1092 
a partner that will be the ultimate owner of the system.  Usually there is a transfer 1093 
of ownership when the plant reaches what they call commercial operation date, 1094 
the formal day when you have the ribbon cutting and power starts flowing into the 1095 
grid.  At that point, we would transfer ownership to the long term owner of the 1096 
system.  There are developers who keep ownership of the project throughout their 1097 
life.  There are some that develop because there is a tax play here, because of the 1098 
production tax credits, federal incentives, some people come in with the intent of 1099 
pulling out the tax equity.  So after the tax benefits are exhausted, usually within 1100 
3-5 years, they move out and they sell the project to somebody else.  Now the 1101 
licenses are fixed for the plant, so the economics of the project and the permits are 1102 
fixed once the project begins operation.  If there is a bond required on the system, 1103 
whoever buys the system has to maintain the bond. 1104 

Commissioner Tom White:  So, basically whoever the ownership, it could keep moving, 1105 
and they are going to be responsible, whoever that might be, to continue 1106 
maintenance and then at the end of the 20 or 25 years to dismantle and get rid of 1107 
it, if it's no longer in use. 1108 
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Louis Matheus:  Correct. 1110 

Commissioner Tom White:  So it wouldn't be you, it would be a successor of a successor 1111 
of a successor probably. 1112 

Louis Matheus:  It is potentially so. 1113 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  So this is kind of like bank mortgages, home mortgages.  1114 
You could build it, get the tax money off of it, sell it to the first owner, he could 1115 
find someone that could pay him a profit off of it and he would sell it to the next 1116 
guy, by the end of the 24 years, we could be the 5th or 6th owner. 1117 

Louis Matheus:  Even the utility company sometimes is the ultimate owner.  If you look 1118 
at big utility players in the US like NextEra, which is Florida Power and Light, or 1119 
Xcel Energy in the mid west, or even Duke or Dominion, they tend to be the long 1120 
time owners of some of the systems that are built by somebody else, connected 1121 
into their system and then they take them over. 1122 

John Morrison:  Sir, if you could, if I may, Mr. Chairman, I know it would be of interest 1123 
to the board here, what kind of jobs would this produce for locals, how long 1124 
would that last, and what kind of salaries would it pay? 1125 

Louis Matheus:  The biggest impact on jobs is mostly during construction, which is when 1126 
you need the most labor.  After construction, there is limited need.  You do have 1127 
to do some maintenance, you always need people on the ground.  You want to be 1128 
checking the panels and inverters regularly.  Also, you need to do some cleaning, 1129 
one or two cleanings, depending on the area.  The panels have to be free of dust 1130 
and other debris in order to be producing. 1131 

John Morrison:  Would there be any regular full time employment for Camden County 1132 
residents? 1133 

Louis Matheus:  There has to be, not necessarily Camden in all honesty, it is a job that 1134 
takes regular maintenance tasks, so one person could serve several systems.  They 1135 
don't necessarily have to be based out of here.  I don't have all that expertise in 1136 
asset management, my job has been more on the development side but I'm sure 1137 
the other entities in the state can attest to that. 1138 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  So, permanent full time employment for one solar farm, 1139 
lets say a 5 mega watt system, you have one employee that does the daily checks 1140 
or weekly checks on this thing? 1141 

Louis Matheus:  You have 2 or 3, you need several skill sets.  You need an electrician, 1142 
for cleaning it doesn't have to be a skilled labor.  1143 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  Some of the guys who clean them are just contract guys, 1144 
they go drive down through the middle of them with power washers and wash 1145 
them down.  1146 
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Louis Matheus:  Yes. 1148 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  So that guy is a twice a year employee.  I guess what we 1149 
want to know is how many full time employees are going to be there every day?  1150 
Just one or two? 1151 

Louis Matheus:  Yes, and it's hard to say, but yes, and I can find you better statistics to 1152 
attest to that. I'm sure I can consult with the NC Sustainable Energy Association.  1153 
Again, my work centers on the development and not on the operation of the solar 1154 
farm.  Perhaps someone else later can provide some information about that. 1155 

At this time, Chairman Clayton Riggs asked if there were any further questions for Mr. Matheus. 1156 

Commissioner Ross Munro:  If a 60 day moratorium was enacted, would you still be 1157 
pursuing building a solar farm in Camden after that 60 days? 1158 

Louis Matheus:  It would certainly impose a 60 day delay on us.  The next step for us is 1159 
to begin the interconnection studies, the system impact study, we have to go talk 1160 
to the utility company and put a formal request with them to allow 1161 
interconnection of a solar plant where we want it. 1162 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  60-day moratorium, while we are studying the ordinance, 1163 
doesn't affect any of that work at all. 1164 

Louis Matheus:  We wouldn't start our work up until the moratorium has lapsed, so it 1165 
essentially pushes us 60 days, because we don't want to start that study… 1166 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  No one is going to starve to death while we wait those 60 1167 
days, though are they? 1168 

Louis Matheus:  Granted.  My concern is more that the moratorium would lead to a 1169 
permanent limitation or prohibition of solar, more than the concern about the 1170 
moratorium itself.  Thank you. 1171 

At this time, Chairman Riggs recognized the representative from Sun Energy 1, Ms. Linda 1172 
Nwadike. 1173 

Linda Nwadike, of Morrisville NC, representing solar developer Sun Energy 1 1174 

Linda Nwadike:  I'm representing Sun Energy 1.  My degree is in chemical engineering.  1175 
I also have a professional management certification. 1176 

John Morrison:  Would you give the clerk your address please. 1177 

Linda Nwadike:  I can be reached at 192 Raceway Drive, Morrisville, NC. 1178 

John Morrison:  Thank you.  Go ahead and tell us what you like please. 1179 
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Linda Nwadike:  First, I want to thank you guys this evening, and as a developer with 1181 
Sun Energy 1, we love ordinances, don't get me wrong.  Those are the rules put in 1182 
place for us to follow.  And we don't have to second guess anything.  So, in 1183 
regards to the ordinance, we love that idea, we don't mind the ridged rules you 1184 
might be placing on us, however I just have a couple of concerns that I'd like to 1185 
discuss this evening.  One of the things mentioned earlier by Mr. Porter, was in 1186 
regards to the DEQ [Department of Environmental Quality].  And of course, Sun 1187 
Energy 1's site was also mentioned, so I have to at least go through it and discuss, 1188 
so give me a moment. 1189 

Linda Nwadike:  One of the things mentioned was that panels contain toxic components.  1190 
And this is incorrect in regards to Sun Energy 1, we usually utilize a silicon based 1191 
panels, and when I was up here in January, I brought a sample of the panel for 1192 
you guys to take a look at, which all of you guys touched.  There's really nothing 1193 
in it, it's made of sand, enclosed with glass on it.  So the panels that we utilize are 1194 
not toxic at all. 1195 

Linda Nwadike:  In regards to, I'm looking through this documentation, it also states that 1196 
there is a negative recycling value.  That is again incorrect, like Commissioner 1197 
Meiggs mentioned, this article, I think it was 2015 when it was written, 1198 
technology changes as you all know, and again this is incorrect, because the 1199 
panels have a lot of salvage values in them.  They can be recycled.  Even in the 1200 
land fill, the panels that we utilize.  So I just want to touch base on that a little bit. 1201 

Linda Nwadike:  There was mentioned a loss of wildlife habitat, and that is the same 1202 
thing if you have a subdivision coming in.  The wildlife, there isn't any loss of it, 1203 
wildlife, the path of it, has to move to a different pathway, so we have to consider 1204 
that as well. 1205 

Linda Nwadike:  In regards to affects on human health concerns, toxic substances 1206 
including mercury from manufacturing, again, I would love to give you guys 1207 
some data on that, so you guys take a look at.  And also, while you guys are doing 1208 
your study, so you can definitely take a look at that.  So, these are a few things I 1209 
wanted to mention, and keep in mind this article was written by the NC 1210 
Department of Environmental Quality.  Before a solar facility can be built, the 1211 
state also reviews our application.  And the state, the utility company, the CPCM 1212 
process goes through various environmental studies that we have to do.  The 1213 
Department of Agriculture takes a look at our application and makes their 1214 
judgements as to water quality, they take a look at… so there are various 1215 
departments in the state that reviews our application.  I can also provide that list 1216 
for you guys to take a look at.  So my concern with this article is just don't base 1217 
your judgement on this article.  Please look at the facts.  Look at the rules and 1218 
regulations, look at the various departments that review the application, not just at 1219 
the county level, but Federal and State, and see who reviews it before we can 1220 
build. 1221 
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Linda Nwadike:  I want to talk a little bit about, Mr. Krainiak made a comment in regards 1223 
to how many acres of farm land are in Camden County.  A quick google search 1224 
found that there are over 49,310 acres of land in farms here in Camden County.  1225 
And we are just talking about 300 acres out of 49,310.  This is from the 2012 1226 
Census of Agriculture numbers.  In North Carolina there are 4.75 million acres of 1227 
cropland.  For solar, there are just .2% being utilized right now out of 4.75 million 1228 
acres.  Just to make sure you guys realize that. 1229 

Linda Nwadike:  We talked about cost, you need to understand this, I'm not saying solar 1230 
is the all and all for energy, I think there should be a mixture of energy.  Again, 1231 
like I mentioned my background is in energy sector, I have been in nuclear, I have 1232 
done oil and gas, and I think the best is renewable.  And that is what I'm working 1233 
on right now.  This range of energy reduces the dependence on foreign oil, so we 1234 
have to make sure we understand that as well as we move forward. 1235 

Linda Nwadike:  Solar farms offer a level of financial security to the property owners for 1236 
20-30 years.  This is income that they know is coming every single year for 20-30 1237 
years. 1238 

Linda Nwadike:  And then, of course as you guys know, per my presentation here a 1239 
couple of months ago, once decommission comes, we revert the land back to its 1240 
original form.  And I'm going to touch base a little bit on decommissioning, 1241 
because that's one thing that was mentioned earlier as well.  As most people 1242 
know, there's various recyclable materials in solar.  Not only the copper, the solar 1243 
panels themselves.  Studies have been done, from independent engineers (and 1244 
we've provided an independent engineer in our documentation for our application 1245 
for the one that you guys approved in January), and this shows that the salvage 1246 
value of the solar facilities outweighs the cost of decommissioning solar facilities.  1247 
So again, think about it and take a look at it. 1248 

Linda Nwadike:  I understand that our neighbors, Currituck, put a ban on it a month ago.  1249 
I was at that meeting actually, and I spoke at that meeting.  And I just want to 1250 
make sure that you guys understand that yes Currituck put a ban, but it is a 1251 
temporary ban right now.  At the same time, Currituck is still reviewing theirs as 1252 
well.  So it's not a permanent ban on solar in Currituck, which was mentioned 1253 
earlier, they are going to revert it, they are discussing it right now and they are 1254 
definitely making changes to their ordinance.  Which again, as a developer for 1255 
Sun Energy 1, we love ordinances.  If you would like to make changes, please go 1256 
ahead and make changes, but please do not ban solar because it doesn't just affect 1257 
Sun Energy 1, or the other developers in here, it affects the land owners, it affects 1258 
jobs, local economy through the restaurants we eat in, hotels we stay in when we 1259 
come into town, the gas stations that we utilize, so it's not just the developer that 1260 
this affects. 1261 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  What is the total time it takes you to build a 50 acre solar 1262 
farm?  About 3 months, 4 months? 1263 
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Linda Nwadike:  It varies depending on the number of employees that we get, we like to 1265 
hire locally, so the more people that are hired, the duration of time it will take.  1266 
And if you hire less people, it will be a longer duration of time to build.  For a 5 1267 
megawatt facility, I would think probably 3 to 5 months for that project. 1268 

Linda Nwadike:  I would like to kindly request that you don't just blindly make changes 1269 
to your ordinances, following Currituck or whoever else is making changes, that 1270 
you do your research and not only just follow what the big dogs are doing, kind of 1271 
like what someone else mentioned here, but please research this and look at 1272 
various other counties, not only Currituck, while you're making your decisions.  I 1273 
would love to give you guys templates from various other counties, in addition, 1274 
I'm open to giving you guys a tour of our facilities so you guys can at least take a 1275 
look at these facilities and see what exactly it consists of.  Not just talking about it 1276 
but you guys take a walk into our facility whenever you have time.  You have my 1277 
contact information.  Feel free to contact me and let me know what day you 1278 
would like to take a tour of our facility.  I would love to give you a tour.  That's 1279 
all I have, if you have any questions, I'll be glad to answer whatever questions you 1280 
have. 1281 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs:  Do you have your power purchase agreement for your 1282 
project? 1283 

Linda Nwadike:  Yes, we have ours for our project.  And to add to this, I know you're 1284 
saying a 60 day moratorium, that affects us as well, because we do have other 1285 
applications as well that we're considering placing here and in Currituck, just to 1286 
let you know, so that affects us as well. 1287 

At this time, Chairman Riggs asked if there were any further public comments. 1288 

John Morrison:  If I can address some of the comments that have been made, I've heard no 1289 
discussion about a permanent prohibition, although that would be your option.  I would 1290 
caution you not to do that.  I have some questions about the legality of that.  And I want 1291 
to assure everybody that this board came here with an open mind, that they were advised 1292 
by me not to form an opinion until they had heard comments tonight, that there would 1293 
certainly be qualified individuals with relevant information in opposition to a moratorium 1294 
and that they should pay close attention to that.  This was not a foregone conclusion 1295 
before we got here.  I think the presentation has been sufficient to give you findings of 1296 
fact and to make a determination.  As we discussed, if you are inclined toward a 1297 
moratorium it cannot exceed 60 days at this point.  It has to be very specific, which you 1298 
could follow the draft I gave you as to what will be done during that period and when it 1299 
will be done.  You are under no obligation to impose a moratorium of any kind, you can 1300 
just say 'we're not convinced as to the need'.  It's an open decision for you to exercise 1301 
your discretion.   1302 

1303 
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Commissioner Clayton Riggs:  I think it would be appropriate if we made an announcement to 1304 
the citizens or to the gentlemen who spoke this evening, if you have some pertinent 1305 
information that will help or some website that will help in the research of Mr. Porter's 1306 
ordinances like you offered to share, if you would please send the links to Mr. Porter in 1307 
an email or send the information in bullet point form of things you want to emphasize, 1308 
that will give him the opportunity to work on it during the time frame. 1309 

At this time, hearing no further public comments or questions from board or staff, Chairman 1310 
Riggs called for a motion to come out of public hearing. 1311 

 1312 
Motion to Come Out of Public Hearing for Ordinance 2017-03-01 - Ordinance to Consider 1313 
Placement of a Moratorium on Solar Farms 1314 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 1315 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 1316 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 1317 

 1318 
Motion to amend the agenda to add "Ordinance 2017-03-01 - Ordinance to consider placement 1319 
of a Moratorium on Solar Farms" to the agenda as New Business Item 4-B 1320 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 1321 
MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 1322 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 1323 

 1324 

NEW BUSINESS 1325 

 1326 
Item A: Resolution 2017-03-01 Resolution of Support for the Dismal Swamp Canal and 1327 

Funding Request for Dredging Operations Due to Impacts of Hurricane Matthew 1328 
 1329 
Motion to Approve Resolution 2017-03-01 Resolution of Support for the Dismal Swamp Canal 1330 
and Funding Request for Dredging Operations Due to Impacts of Hurricane Matthew 1331 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 1332 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 1333 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 1334 

1335 
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Item B: Ordinance 2017-03-01 - Ordinance to consider placement of a Moratorium on Solar 1336 
Farms 1337 

 1338 
Motion to Approve "Ordinance 2017-03-01 - Ordinance to consider placement of a Moratorium 1339 
on Solar Farms" to place a 60 day Moratorium on the placement of Solar Farms in Camden 1340 
County, in order to allow staff to review current ordinance, with the following provisions: 1341 

 A study shall be made on areas where Solar Farms would be undesirable. 1342  A Public Hearing shall take place prior to May 20, 2017 to consider passing or not 1343 
passing an amended Solar Farm Ordinance 1344  Planning Director Dan Porter shall provide a report on ordinance research efforts at 1345 
each Board of Commissioners meeting during the period of the moratorium 1346  Moratorium Ordinance document shall contain the Findings of Fact as submitted by 1347 
County Attorney John Morrison 1348 

 1349 
A roll call vote was taken, below are the results of the vote: 1350 

RESULT: PASSED [4 TO 1] 1351 
MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 1352 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Munro 1353 
NAYS: Krainiak 1354 

 1355 
 1356 
Motion to Amend previous motion to alter date of Public Hearing to Monday, May 15, 2017 1357 
 1358 
(As clarification at his request, Commissioner Randy Krainiak voted aye as shown herein below 1359 
ONLY to approve the amending of the motion regarding the alteration of the date of the Public 1360 
Hearing for the revised ordinance to be brought before the Board near the end of the moratorium, 1361 
not to approve the ordinance for the moratorium.) 1362 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 1363 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Chairman 1364 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 1365 

 1366 

COMMISSIONER'S REPORT 1367 
 1368 
There were no Commissioner's Reports at this time. 1369 
 1370 

COUNTY MANAGER'S REPORT 1371 
 1372 
There were no reports from the County Manager at this time. 1373 
 1374 

OTHER MATTERS 1375 
 1376 
There were no Other Matters at this time.1377 
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ADJOURN 1378 
 1379 
The Camden County Board of Commissioners adjourned the March 20, 2017 Special Meeting at 1380 
9:07 PM. 1381 
 1382 

 1383 

 1384 

    1385 

  Chairman Clayton Riggs 1386 

  Camden County Board of Commissioners 1387 

 1388 

 1389 

ATTEST: 1390 

 1391 

 1392 

 1393 

  1394 

Amy Barnett 1395 

Assistant Clerk to the Board 1396 
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CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
BOC - Regular Meeting – April 03, 2017 

  

 1 

Camden County Board of Commissioners 2 
BOC - Regular Meeting 3 

April 3, 2017 4 
7:00 PM 5 

Historic Courtroom, Courthouse Complex 6 
Camden, North Carolina 7 

 8 

MINUTES 9 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on April 03, 2017 10 
in the Historic Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina. The following Commissioners were 11 
present: 12 

WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER 13 
 14 
BOC Members Present: 15 

Attendee Name Title  Status Arrived  
Garry Meiggs Vice Chairman Present 6:00 PM 
Clayton Riggs Chairman Present 6:00 PM 
Tom White Commissioner Present 6:00 PM 
Randy Krainiak Commissioner Present 6:00 PM 
Ross Munro Commissioner Late 6:15 PM 

 16 
Staff Members Present: 17 

Attendee Name Title  Status Arrived  
Michael Brillhart County Manager Present 6:00 PM 
Stephanie Humphries Finance Officer Present 6:50 PM 
Amy Barnett Assistant Clerk to the Board Present 6:00 PM 
John Morrison County Attorney Present 6:00 PM 

 18 
Other Staff Members Present: 19 

Attendee Name Address Representing Agenda Section/Purpose 
Donna Stewart,  
DSWC Director 

2356 Highway 17 N. 
South Mills, NC  27976 

Dismal Swamp 
Welcome Center 

Presentation 3.C., 
New Business 6.G. 

Danielle Barco, 
Camden NCCES 

117 NC Hwy 343 N. 
Camden, NC  27921 

Camden County 
4-H 

Presentations 3.D. 

Dan Porter, 
Planning Director 

117 NC Hwy 343 N. 
Camden, NC  27921 

Camden County 
Planning Dept 

Old Business 4.A., 
Public Hearing 5.A. 

Lisa Anderson, 
Tax Administrator 

117 NC Hwy 343 N. 
Camden, NC  27921 

Camden County 
Tax Department 

New Business 6.C., D., E. 

Christy Edwards, 
JCPC Coordinator 

117 NC Hwy 343 N. 
Camden, NC  27921 

Camden County 
JCPC 

New Business 6.F. 

 20 
  21 
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Others Present: 22 
Attendee Name Representing Agenda Section/Purpose 

Dean Mattix YMCA Presentations 3.B. 

Mark Bissell, PE Bissell Professional Group Public Hearing 5.A. 

Battle Betts Albemarle Regional Health Services New Business 6.A. 

Alex Leary Friends of the Camden Museum New Business 6.B. 

Brian Forehand Friends of the Camden Museum New Business 6.B. 

 23 

CLOSED SESSION 24 

Closed session purpose:  discuss location of local business in Camden County, discuss purchase 25 
of real property, and to discuss public employee.  Clerk and County Manager to be excused prior 26 
to discussion of public employee, board will confer with attorney. 27 
 28 
Commissioner Ross Munro was absent for the vote to go into closed session.  Commissioner  29 
Munro arrived at approximately 6:15 PM during the Closed Session. 30 
 31 
Motion to go into Closed Session 32 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  33 
MOVER:  Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 34 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak 35 
ABSENT: Munro 36 

Motion to come out of Closed Session 37 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  38 
MOVER:  Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 39 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 40 

 41 

OPEN SESSION:  RECONVENED BOC AT 7:00 PM 42 
 43 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 44 

Commissioner Randy Krainiak 45 
 46 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 47 

NONE. 48 

 49 
  50 
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CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA 51 

Motion to Approve Agenda As Presented 52 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  53 
MOVER:  Tom White, Commissioner 54 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 55 

 56 

PRESENTATIONS 57 

Item 3.A. Gwen Wescott - Proclamation of Service Recognition as Camden Seniors Tar Heel 58 
Legislature Delegate 59 

Chairman Clayton Riggs read Resolution 2017-04-02, a Resolution of Recognition 60 
recognizing Ms. Gwen Wescott and her 18 years of dedicated service to the County of 61 
Camden as the Senior Tar Heel Legislature Delegate, and then presented Ms. Wescott with a 62 
framed certificate of appreciation.  A brief photo op followed. 63 

 64 

Item 3.B. Presentation - Dean Mattix, Dist VP, YMCA South Hampton Roads 65 

Mr. Dean Mattix, the District Vice President of the YMCA in Northeastern NC, made a 66 
presentation regarding the YMCA and the services offered to the community.  Mr. Mattix 67 
serves as District VP serving the 3 YMCAs in this region:  Currituck, Pasquotank, and the 68 
Outer Banks. 69 
 70 

• YMCA is here to be a catalyst in the community 71 
• Out of about 2800 households in Camden County, 12.5% are involved in the YMCA 72 
• National average membership is about 10% 73 
• The YMCA partners with other organizations 74 

o Camden County Schools - All Kids Swim program 75 
� Prevent drownings by teaching kids to swim 76 

• CDC says there are 3 ways to prevent water related accidents 77 
o Fencing around waterways and water features 78 
o Life jackets 79 

� Due to so much water in and around this part of 80 
NE NC, fencing around all water ways and 81 
features is not feasible, nor is placing a life 82 
jacket on a child every time they go out to play 83 
because there is a water filled ditch nearby 84 

o Learn to swim 85 
� This is the #1 way to prevent drowning 86 

  87 
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� Kindergarteners are given 2 weeks of swim lessons at no cost to 88 
families to teach them: 89 

• To swim 90 
• Water safety basics 91 
• How life jackets work in relation to boat safety through 92 

experiencing a small craft flip so they can see first hand how a 93 
life jacket is going to support them 94 

• Taught to turn and look towards side of pool or towards shore 95 
if swimming in a river or other water feature 96 

o Often drowning can be prevented by alleviating the 97 
panic response by looking to see how close you are. 98 

o This prevents drowning by showing how close they are 99 
to side of pool or shore so they simply just swim till 100 
they can either reach side of pool or till they can touch 101 
bottom of river / waterway and/or reach shore. 102 

o On the High School level, there is a High School Swim Team 103 
• Advocates other methods of prevention 104 

o Fencing around water features / pools 105 
o Life Jackets 106 

• YMCA Invests in Community by 107 
o Offering $300,000 annually in scholarships for children whose families could 108 

not otherwise afford the services of the YMCA 109 

 110 
Item 3.C. Presentation - TDA Update - Donna Stewart 111 

Donna Stewart, Director of the Dismal Swamp Welcome Center, provided the Board with an 112 
update regarding the Tourism Development Authority's activities. 113 
 114 

• With the continued sponsorship of Academi, a hand out map has been re-produced.  115 
This is the 2nd printing of this map, the first being during calendar year 2014.  The 116 
map features the main roadways in Camden County as well as blow ups of South 117 
Mills and of the Camden core village area.  On the reverse of the map is a list of 118 
tourist interests / destinations which include historic sites, locations of public 119 
services, places to dine, shopping, and so on. 120 

• TDA is seeking to place 2 new pedestal signs, one to be located at the Dismal Swamp 121 
Canal trail near Culpepper Loche, and also one at the Camden Heritage Museum 122 

o For the one near Culpepper Loche, there will be loche stones placed as well 123 
o Signs will have interpretive panels featuring historical information 124 
o Funds are available in the TDA budget, and TDA is asking for permission to 125 

locate these on Camden property. 126 
• Paddle for the Border, an annual event, is scheduled for May 6, 2017.  This is the 14th 127 

year this event has taken place. 128 
  129 
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Motion to approve the request to locate the signage and loche stones on Camden County 130 
property 131 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  132 
MOVER:  Tom White, Commissioner 133 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 134 

 135 

Item 3.D. Presentation - NC Cooperative Extension & 4H Accomplishments 136 

Danielle Barco gave a presentation regarding NC Cooperative Extension 4H and 137 
Accomplishments of the Youth.  Ms. Barco shared the accomplishments of the youth, the 138 
volunteers, and Friends of 4H. 139 
 140 

• 2016 Friends of Camden 4H Award - Charles Jones of Boyscout Troop 158 and his 141 
peers spent many hours at Treasure Point 4H camp clearing debris and creating 142 
additional camping space so that other youth organizations may utilize the property as 143 
well. 144 

• 2016 4H Leadership Award - Ashton Overton ran for and was elected the NC Vice 145 
President of 4H.  He took office at the end of July 2016 at the end of the NC 4H 146 
Congress.  Ashton is the first district officer from Camden County since 2008. 147 

• 4H Shooting Sports Club 148 
o 18 youth competed in August 2016 in the Eastern Regional 4H Shooting 149 

Sports Tournament in Columbia NC 150 
� The following won awards: 151 

• Bo Smith won Bronze medal in Junior Division 152 
• Wyatt Rhodes also won Bronze medal in Junior Division 153 
• Bo Smith, Joseph Higgins, Matthew Meads, and Wyatt Rhoads 154 

all qualified for state competition in the Junior Division. 155 
• Bladen Harnley won Bronze medal in Senior Division 156 
• Sarah Margaret Andrews won 2 Gold medals in Senior 157 

Division 158 
• Cody Copeland, Bladen Harnely, and Sarah Andrews qualified 159 

for state competition in the Senior Division 160 
• Sarah Margaret Andrews also qualified for the NC 4H Muzzle 161 

Loading Team 162 
o Will be travelling to Grand Island, NE in late June of 163 

2017 to compete in the National 4H Shooting Sports 164 
Tournament 165 

o Sarah is the first Camden County 4H'r to achieve this 166 
o A "Fun Shoot" is planned as a fund raiser to support 167 

Sarah on her trip 168 
� Fun Shoot is scheduled for May 6, 2017 from 169 

10AM - 3PM in Newland NC where the 170 
Shooting Sports Club currently practices.  171 
Contact Camden NCCES for more details. 172 
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� Will be held at Chuck Jackson's property down 173 
near Lynches Corner in Newland NC 174 

� Open to public, all ages. 175 
� Will have Archery, Shotgun, and prizes will be 176 

awarded.  Also will have Concessions. 177 
� Looking to raise $2000 to cover the expenses 178 

for Sarah's trip to Nebraska to compete. 179 
• Recognized Mary Catherine Owens, who started 4H in the 5th Grade and has stayed 180 

with the program through graduation of high school and now volunteers with 4H. 181 
• 2016 4H'er of the Year - Ashton Overton 182 
• 2016 4H Club of the Year - Camden County Shooting Sports Club.  Mike Copeland 183 

and other leaders of the team recognized for their outstanding volunteer work in 184 
leading the youth of this club. 185 

• 2016 4H Volunteer of the Year - Mr. Ellie White 186 
• NE NC Volunteer of the Year - Jennifer Perry, of Old Trap, and Pasquotank County 187 

4H alumni, was awarded the 2016 NE District Volunteer of the Year award at the NC 188 
4H Volunteer Leaders Conference in Raleigh NC this past February (2017).  Ms. 189 
Perry has been working with the 4H livestock judging team which is run from 190 
Camden County and serves the 4 county area. 191 

• There will be a Livestock Show on April 25 and 26, 2017.  Contact the Camden 192 
County NCCES for more details. 193 

• Contributions to support Sarah Margaret Andrews on her trip to Nebraska may be 194 
given to the Camden County Cooperative Extension Service.  Checks may be made 195 
out to Camden County 4H. 196 

 197 

OLD BUSINESS 198 

Item 4.A. Dan Porter - Update on Solar Farm Moratorium 199 

Dan Porter gave a brief update regarding solar farms and the research the Board asked for. 200 
 201 

• Looked into some items from a previous meeting 202 
• Big issues were hazardous materials, carbon footprint solar farms could pose, natural 203 

habitats, forests, etc. 204 
• Local issues are: 205 

o Location 206 
o Visibility 207 
o Reduction of farm land due to taking land out of farm use 208 
o Taxes and Jobs Created 209 
o Connection to the grid 210 
o Effect on the Comprehensive Plan 211 
o Decommissioning plan 212 

• Currently researching how other counties handle solar farms in their ordinances 213 
• Will develop a comparison between our neighboring counties and also the model 214 

template from the state  215 
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• Will develop a set of recommendations related to location, visibility, and its 216 
relationship with our Comprehensive Plan 217 

• Recommendations will go to the Planning Board on 4-19-17, and then will bring their 218 
recommendations before the Board of Commissioners at a Public Hearing which is 219 
scheduled for May 15, 2017 220 

 221 
Mr. Porter asked if the Board had any questions of him.  The Board had no questions. 222 

 223 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 224 

Item 5.A. Public Hearing - Preliminary Plat Mill Run - Common Open Space Subdivision 225 

Motion to go into Public Hearing 226 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  227 
MOVER:  Tom White, Commissioner 228 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 229 

Before any testimony could be given in regards to this Public Hearing, the following 230 
persons were sworn in by the Assistant Clerk to the Board: 231 

• Dan Porter 232 
• Dave Parks 233 
• Mark Bissell 234 
• Gary Dunstan 235 

 236 
Dan Porter described this application for Special Use Permit for Mill Run Common Open 237 
Space Subdivision: 238 

• Property is located at the corner of Sharon Church Road and Keeter Barn Road 239 
• Property was rezoned from R-3-2 to R-3-1 by the Board of Commissioners in 240 

June 2015 241 
• Was subject to a sketch plan and a yield plan for a conservation subdivision which 242 

was approved on September 8, 2015 243 
• Applicant is Harbinger Land & Timber Co, represented by Bissell Professional 244 

Group - Mark Bissell, PE, the engineer for the applicant, who is Gary Dunstan of 245 
Harbinger Land & Timber 246 

• Documents included in the Board Packet are:  Land Use Application, Preliminary 247 
Plat, Construction Drawings, Perc Tests from ARHS, Army COE Wetland 248 
Determination, DENR Stormwater Permit SW7170101, DENR E&S Control Plan 249 
No. Camde-2017-001, Approval letter for Drainage Plan, and Technical Review 250 
Committee inputs. 251 

 252 
Mr. Porter showed a map of the proposed location of this subdivision.  The subdivision is 253 
made up of 2 parcels both of which cross Sharon Church Rd. 254 

  255 
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At this time, Mr. Porter introduced Mr. Mark Bissell. 256 
 257 
Mr. Bissell provided the following information: 258 

• Sketch Plan was approved about 1.5 years ago by the Board of Commissioners 259 
• Plan before the Board now is almost exactly the same as the Sketch Plan, very 260 

little difference. 261 
• Location is ideal for an open space subdivision in that it provides a higher level of 262 

design 263 
• All the lots front interior streets, none front the highway 264 
• All lots back up to open space 265 
• Street curvature allows for preservation of a lot of open space 266 
• Wooded area on other side of Sharon Church Road can become a park area 267 
• Will include a network of walking trails 268 
• Consistent with the CAMA Land Use Plan and the 2035 Comprehensive Plan 269 
• All of the lots have been approved by the Health Department for Septic Systems 270 
• All of the State permits are in place 271 
• Have completed the County's stormwater design and review process 272 
• Army Corps of Engineers has determined there are no wetlands on the property 273 
• Water Supply Situation with regard to Hydrants 274 

o State changed application form last year and added 2 new questions 275 
� "Is the project designed for fire protection?" 276 

• Project is designed for fire protection. 277 
� "Is the water system designed for fire protection?" 278 

• Only the water provider can answer 2nd question. 279 
• There are some areas within the South Mills Water 280 

Association's jurisdiction that are not designed for fire 281 
protection, so SMWA Board of Directors has declined 282 
answering the 2nd question in the affirmative on the 283 
application. 284 

 285 
Commissioner Riggs asked if Mr. Bissell had spoken with the SMWA in the last 30 days, 286 
due to a current moratorium on new subdivisions due to water supply issues.  Mr. Bissell 287 
stated he had and that they had their approval for water well before the moratorium went 288 
into effect. 289 
 290 
Commissioner White asked for clarification regarding the public safety question which 291 
was marked both yes and no as far as endangering public health welfare and safety.  Mr. 292 
Bissell stated that the actual answer to the question is that no, the development will not 293 
endanger the public health, welfare, or safety because there are hydrants planned for the 294 
development.  The hydrants are flushing hydrants.  The actual hydrants are no different 295 
than regular fire hydrants except in name.  Due to SMWA declining to answer the 2nd 296 
new question in the affirmative, the state will not allow 'fire' hydrants, but will allow 297 
'flushing' hydrants.  The Camden Fire Department has approved the plans, and has stated 298 
that the flushing hydrants will provide the same benefits as fire hydrants, both in terms of 299 
protection and in terms of fire insurance ratings for residents.  300 
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However, since SMWA won't answer yes on the application, in order to get the approval 301 
from the state for 'fire' hydrants, they had to be called 'flushing' hydrants on the plans.  So 302 
the question of public safety has been answered as both yes and no for this reason. 303 
 304 
Mr. Bissell added the following information: 305 

• The subdivision plan meets the requirements of the Unified Development 306 
Ordinance 307 

• Does not exceed public facilities with the exception of the schools - the High 308 
School is over capacity 309 

• The subdivision is in harmony with the surrounding area 310 
• Planning Board has recommended approval, so is asking for approval from the 311 

Board of Commissioners as well. 312 
 313 
At this time, Chairman Clayton Riggs asked if there were any questions from the Board 314 
for Mr. Bissell.  Hearing none, Mr. Dan Porter came back to the podium. 315 
 316 
Mr. Porter stated that the information in the Board Packet relating to this public hearing 317 
needed to be accepted into evidence. 318 
 319 
Commissioner Tom White made a motion to accept the Staff Report and all supporting 320 
documents as well as copies of the actual plat itself as evidence for this public hearing.  321 
The motion passed with Chairman Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman Tom White, 322 
Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Randy Krainiak, and Ross Munro voting aye;  none voting 323 
no;  none absent;  and none not voting. 324 
 325 
County Attorney John Morrison asked Mr. Porter if he concurred with Mr. Bissell's 326 
statements regarding meeting the requirements of the UDO.  Mr. Porter stated he would 327 
address that in his report, and then he read through the Staff Report / Findings of Facts as 328 
incorporated herein below: 329 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 330 

STAFF REPORT 331 
UDO 2015-06-07, Special Use Permit 332 

Preliminary Plat Mill Run - Common Open 333 
Space Major Subdivision 334 

 335 
PROJECT INFORMATION 336 
 337 
File Reference: UDO 2015-06-07 338 
Project Name: Mill Run 339 
PIN(s): 01-7090-00-07-6888-0000 and 01-7090-00-17-0117-0000 340 
Applicant:  Harbinger Land & Timber LLC &  341 
 Assorted Development Corp - Gary Dunstan 342 
Address: PO Box 4 343 
 Harbinger, NC  27941 344 
Phone: (252) 202-1100 345 
Email: 346 

  347 
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Agent for Applicant:  Bissell Professional Group 348 
  Mark Bissell 349 
Address: 3512 N. Croatan Hwy 350 
Phone: (252) 261-1760 351 
Email: 352 
 353 
Current Owner of Record: Same as applicant 354 
 355 
Application Received: 12/21/16 356 
 By: David Parks, Permit Officer 357 
 358 
Application Fee Paid: $9,000 Check#1243 359 
 360 
Completeness of Application: Application is generally complete 361 
 362 
Documents received upon filing of application or otherwise included: 363 
A. Land Use Application 364 
B. Preliminary Plat (7 copies) 365 
C. Construction Drawings (2 copies) 366 
D. Perc Tests (45) from Albemarle Regional Health Services 367 
E. Army COE Wetland Determination 368 
F. DENR Stormwater Permit SW7170101 369 
G. DENR E&S Control Plan No. Camde-2017-001 370 
H. Approval letter for Drainage Plan 371 
I.  Technical Review Committee inputs 372 
 373 
Meeting Dates: 374 
 375 
Technical Review: February 1, 2017 376 
Planning Board:  February 15, 2017 377 
 378 
PROJECT LOCATION: 379 
 380 
Street Address: Property fronted by Sandy Lane, Keeter Barn and Sharon Church Roads 381 
Location Description: South Mills Township 382 
 383 
REQUEST: 384 
 385 
Special Use Permit Preliminary Plat Mill Run Common Open Space Major Subdivision - 45 lots (smallest 386 
proposed lot size 22,880 sf or approximately .5 acres) Article 151.290 of the Code of Ordinances. 387 
 388 
SITE DATA 389 
 390 
Lot size: Two parcels approximately 54 acres total. 391 
Flood Zone: Zone X (Located outside the 100 year flood) 392 
Zoning District(s): Base Zoning; Basic Residential (R3-1 & R3-2 (wooded areas)) 393 
Adjacent property uses: Predominantly agriculture with some residential. 394 
Streets: Shall be dedicated to public under control of NCDOT 395 
Street Name: Mill Run Loop  396 
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Open Space: 23.68 acres 397 
Landscaping: Landscaping Plan required at Preliminary Plat 398 
Buffering:  Per Article 151.232(N), a 50' landscaped vegetative buffer required along all property 399 

lines that abut non-residential uses. 400 
Recreational Land: Per Article 151.294(B)(4) A minimum of 2,000 square feet of open space per 401 

dwelling must be designated and improved for active recreation.  45 lots x 2,000 = 95,000 402 
sf or 2.1 acres.  Per Article 151.232(I)(3) Recreational Land:  The developer shall at the 403 
County's option make a payment to the county of the amount of money equal to the value 404 
of the 2.1 acres as it would be appraised following its subdivision.  Applicant has 405 
provided a pedestrian trail around his development with exercise stations located at 406 
various spots.  *See condition #4 under Planning Board recommendations. 407 

 408 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 409 
 410 
Streams, Creeks, Major Ditches: Mill Run Ditch. 411 
 412 
Distance & description of nearest outfall:  Mill Run Ditch is located to the east of the wooded portion of 413 
the property and will probably be utilized as the outfall. 414 
 415 
TECHNICAL REVIEW STAFF (SKETCH PLAN) COMMENTS 416 
 417 
1. South Mills Water:  Approved. 418 
2. Albemarle Regional Health Department:  Perc test completed on all 45 lots. 419 
3. South Mills Fire Department:  Approved (See attached) 420 
4. Postmaster Elizabeth City:  Community Mail Box location on plans 421 
5. Army Corps of Engineers:  Delineation complete.  No wetlands on site. 422 
6. Superintendent Camden County Schools:  Did not attend. 423 
7. Superintendent/Transportation Director of Schools:  Approved. No bus stop shelter required. 424 
8. Sheriff's Office:  Approved. 425 
9. Camden Soil & Water Conservationist:  Did not attend TRC meeting. 426 
10. NCDOT:  Approved. 427 
11. Parks & Recreation:  Did not attend TRC meeting. 428 
12. Mediacom:  Did not attend TRC meeting. 429 
13. Albemarle EMC:  Approved. 430 
14. Century Link:   Did not attend TRC meeting. 431 
15. Pasquotank EMS:  Approved. 432 
 433 
PLANS CONSISTENCY 434 
 435 
CAMA Land Use Plan Policies & Objectives:  Consistent.  Land Suitability Maps (below) reflect Very 436 
High Suitability for the portion of the property proposed to be subdivided. 437 
 438 
2035 Comprehensive Plan:  Consistent.  Property zoned R3-1 (farmland) is consistent with 439 
Comprehensive Plan as area to be subdivided is designated as Rural Residential One Acre. 440 
 441 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan:  Consistent.  Property abuts Sandy Lane (SR 1227) (unpaved), 442 
Keeter Barn (SR 1226) and Sharon Church (SR 1231) Roads. 443 

  444 
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FINDINGS REGARDING ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: 445 
 446 
Endangering the public health and safety?  Yes AND No.  Staff's opinion is that application does not 447 
appear to endanger the public health and safety.  Although the project will not have officially fire rated fire 448 
hydrants, the Fire Chief stated he will use flushing hydrants if they have 4 inch connections.  Otherwise 449 
water can be hauled from nearby natural water sources. 450 
 451 
Injure the value of adjoining or abutting property?  No.  Without any evidence to the contrary - staffs 452 
opinion is that application does not appear to injure the value of adjoining or abutting property. 453 
 454 
Harmony with the area in which it is located?  Yes.  2035 Comprehensive Plan has land designated as 455 
Rural Residential and CAMA Land Suitability Maps has land designated as High Suitability.  Joyce 456 
Landing subdivision adjacent to property. 457 
 458 
EXCEED PUBLIC FACILITIES 459 
 460 
Schools?  Yes.  Proposed development will generate 20 students (.44 per household x 45 households).  461 
High School over capacity: 2016/2017 capacity: 570  Enrollment:  607. 462 
 463 
Fire and Rescue:  Yes.  Hydrants will be installed, however according to South Mills Water, they are 464 
flushing hydrants which are not considered by name adequate for the required flow of 500 PSI.  This will 465 
affect insurance premiums for owners as their fire ratings will be a 9 vice a 6 with fire hydrants. 466 
 467 
Law Enforcement:  No.  Approved. 468 
 469 
PLANNING STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 470 
 471 
Planning Staff recommends approval of Preliminary Plat for Mill Run Common Open Space 472 
Subdivision with the caveat that the developer and future owners understand that the installed 473 
hydrants are inadequate public facilities since they cannot be certified as fire rated with the South 474 
Mills Fire Department. 475 
 476 
PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION: 477 
 478 
At their February 15, 2017 meeting Planning Board recommended approval of the Special Use 479 
Permit for Preliminary Plat Mill Run Common Open Space Major Subdivision with the following 480 
conditions: 481 
 482 
1. The applicant must strictly abide by all requirements of the Unified Development Ordinance of 483 

Camden County, North Carolina, and must also strictly comply with all other local, state, and federal 484 
ordinances, laws, rules and regulations as one or more ordinances, laws, rules and regulations may 485 
apply to this development. 486 

2. The applicant shall complete the development strictly in accordance with the approved Preliminary 487 
Plat and specifications submitted to the Planning Office of Camden County, North Carolina, and 488 
contained in the file titled (UDO 2015-06-07). 489 

3. All lots shall be crowned to where the dwelling is located to an elevation at or above the 100 year flood 490 
as indicated in the Construction drawings.  These elevations shall be verified by a Surveyor or 491 
Engineer licensed to do business in North Carolina prior to final inspection for the dwelling. 492 

  493 
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4. Developer shall provide a complete recreational plan for consideration to include the walking track 494 
prior to Final Plat submission for consideration / approval. 495 

5. All recreational improvements shall be constructed at 25% buildout (prior to issuance of the building 496 
permit for the twelfth (12) dwelling). 497 

6. Developer shall provide the County with a bond at 125% of the cost for recreational improvements at 498 
Final Plat. 499 

7. Developer and or Home Owners Association shall provide Camden County certification by a licensed 500 
North Carolina Engineer of compliance with approved Drainage Plan for Mill Run every five years 501 
starting from recording of Final Plat in the Camden County Registry of Deeds. 502 

8. Home Owners Restrictive Covenants shall include the following information: 503 
 a. All requirements (to include Maintenance and allowable built upon area) listed under 504 

NCDENR Stormwater Permit No. SW7170101 dated January 17, 2017 505 
 b. Maintenance requirements of the outfall ditch leading into Mill Run Ditch 506 
 c. The re-certification to the County of the approved drainage plan every five years. 507 
 d. Maintenance of all open space and improvements throughout the subdivision. 508 
9. If any of the conditions affixed hereto or any part thereof shall be held invalid or void, then this 509 

approval in its entirety shall be void and have no effect. 510 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 511 
 512 
Items to note from the Staff Report: 513 

• Approximately 50% of the land is set aside as open space 514 
• Under Recreational Land, Mr. Porter mentioned that the developer has provided a 515 

pedestrian trail around the development with exercise stations at various points.  516 
The Board has the option to accept this as the recreational requirement or to 517 
require the developer to make a payment in lieu of recreational improvements.  518 
Planning Board is recommending accepting the developer's plan on this. 519 

• Under Plans Consistency: 520 
o CAMA Land Use Plan - Consistent;  the portion of the property to be 521 

subdivided is very high suitability according to the Land Suitability Maps;  522 
the portion of the property that is not high suitability is that which is being 523 
set aside as open space. 524 

o 2035 Comprehensive Plan - Property is zoned R-3-1 which is consistent as 525 
the area to be subdivided is designated as rural residential one acre lots, 526 
and since this is a conservation subdivision, the developer is able to 527 
subdivide into smaller lots. 528 

• Under Findings Regarding Additional Requirements 529 
o Endangering Public Health & Safety - There are 2 sections in the UDO 530 

regarding this, one says there must be fire hydrants, and the other says that 531 
if it's on a community water system then alternative methods can be used 532 
for fire protection.  Flushing hydrants are the alternative method.  So, 533 
although the project will not have 'officially rated fire hydrants', the Fire 534 
Chief has stated he can and will use flushing hydrants if they have 4 inch 535 
connections, otherwise water can be hauled from nearby natural water 536 
sources.  The water lines in and around the location of the subdivision 537 
flow at a higher rate than the minimum required for fire protection, so 538 
there is adequate flow and pressure.   539 

  540 
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The only issue is that SMWA won't check the box as 'yes' that the water 541 
system is fire rated because they are looking at the entire water system and 542 
not just the water flow in the immediate area of a development.  This is the 543 
reason that the hydrants on the plans are 'flushing' hydrants vice 'fire' 544 
hydrants. 545 

 546 
County Attorney John Morrison asked Mr. Porter to comment on the statement made by 547 
Mr. Bissell that there are no differences between flushing and fire hydrants. 548 
 549 
Mr. Porter stated that the flushing hydrants proposed for this development are the same 550 
type of hydrant as fire hydrants.  They look the same, have the same connection types and 551 
sizes, and will hook to a fire hose the same way as a fire hydrant.  Mr. Porter stated that 552 
there are other types of flushing hydrants which are slender and are commonly known as 553 
pencil hydrants.  The hydrants proposed are not pencil hydrants, but rather the larger 554 
standard fire hydrant style of flushing hydrant.  Mr. Porter also stated that the flushing 555 
hydrants will need to be black on top to indicate they are flushing hydrants so that the 556 
Fire Department will know they are flushing hydrants and not to connect to it.  557 
Conversely, there is an agreement that if there is a fire, and if there is a hydrant, that the 558 
Fire Department is going to connect to it. 559 
 560 
Commissioner Tom White asked if having flushing hydrants vice regular hydrants will 561 
have an adverse effect on homeowners insurance.  Mr. Porter responded saying that that 562 
is a difficult question to answer as he does not do anything with fire ratings. 563 
 564 
Commissioner Ross Munro asked if there would be any damage to the water main if the 565 
Fire Department hooks up to a flushing hydrant and starts drawing water out of the 566 
flushing hydrant.  Mr. Porter responded saying that the Fire Department would not pump 567 
water out of the hydrant, rather they would let it flow at the rate it is capable of flowing 568 
and they would fill their tanker(s) from the hydrant, and they would pump water out of 569 
the tanker but not out of the hydrant. 570 
 571 
Commissioner Munro further asked if water would flow at the adequate rate coming out 572 
of a flushing hydrant.  Mr. Porter responded that according to the engineer's tests, yes it 573 
would. 574 
 575 
Commissioner Munro then asked why South Mills Water Association would not certify 576 
their water system so that regular hydrants could be used instead of flushing hydrants.  577 
Mr. Porter responded saying that in order to certify the system the entire system must be 578 
fire rated (20 psi pressure on the lines with 500 gallons of flow per minute).  Mr. Porter 579 
added that this has not been an issue in the past, it only came up as a result of a change on 580 
the state application wherein the state asks if the water system is fire rated.  Since there 581 
are areas in South Mills where the system does not meet the psi and flow rate for fire 582 
rating, South Mills Water Association will not check the yes box on the application 583 
stating that it is fire rated. 584 

  585 
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South Camden Water & Sewer does it differently, they look at the area being developed 586 
and if the water pressure and flow rate in the area meets or exceeds the requirement for 587 
fire rating they check yes, but South Mills won't do it that way.  The state does recognize 588 
that in rural communities not all points in a water system will be fire rated. 589 
 590 
Commissioner Garry Meiggs asked if the water tower located on US 17 was full at the 591 
time of the testing of the water system.  Mr. Porter responded that he did not know.  Mr. 592 
Porter added that he has an email from Mr. Raper of the South Mills Water Association 593 
stating that to put fire hydrants, the tests would need to be redone under normal operating 594 
procedures.  Chairman Riggs commented that as growth continues, this may be an issue 595 
that South Mill Water will need to address in the near future. 596 
 597 
Mr. Porter finished going over the staff report as included herein above and read the 598 
recommendations of Staff & Planning Board.  Staff & Planning Board recommends 599 
approval with the conditions as stated in the Staff Report. 600 
 601 
At this time, Chairman Riggs asked if there were any further comments or questions, 602 
hearing none, he called for a motion to come out of public hearing. 603 

Motion to come out of Public Hearing 604 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  605 
SECONDER: Tom White, Commissioner 606 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 607 

Motion to Amend the Agenda as follows: 608 

• Add "Preliminary Plat Mill Run - Common Open Space Subdivision" to New 609 
Business as Item 6.H. 610 

• Add Resolution # 2017-04-02 Resolution of Recognition of Gwen Wescott as 611 
New Business Item 6.I. so it can be voted on as resolutions can not be voted on 612 
from within the Presentations section of the agenda. 613 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  614 
MOVER:  Tom White, Commissioner 615 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 616 

 617 
  618 
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NEW BUSINESS 619 

Item 6.A.  Resolution 2017-04-01 Recognition of ARHS 75 Years of Service 620 

 621 

 622 

Mr. Battle Betts, of the Albemarle Regional Health Services, spoke regarding the 75th 623 
Anniversary of the Albemarle Regional Health Services.  Mr. Betts also spoke about the 624 
outreach opportunities with the ARHS.   625 

ARHS was initially founded in 1942 and has been an outstanding community partner whose 626 
dedicated service to the region is greatly appreciated and recognized by the Camden County 627 
Board of Commissioners. 628 
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Mr. Betts thanked the Board of Commissioners for their ongoing support and specifically for 629 
the considerations of this resolution. 630 

Motion to Approve Resolution 2017-04-01 Recognition of ARHS 75 Years of Service 631 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  632 
MOVER:  Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 633 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 634 

 635 

 636 
Item 6.B.  Friends of Camden Museum Update - Brian Forehand, Alex Leary 637 

 638 
Alex Leary made a brief presentation regarding the Friends of the Camden Museum. 639 

• Mentioned some of the accomplishments made 640 
• Recognized former Commissioner Michael McLain for his efforts helping 641 
• Friends of the Camden Museum has elected a Board of Directors 642 
• Have adopted a set of Bylaws and a conflict of interest policy 643 
• Have created several forms and policies 644 
• Has their own bank account 645 
• Can accept loans of materials and large collections 646 
• Working on several story boards 647 

o Moses Grandy, World War II to Present, Wade Point Lighthouse, Queen of 648 
the Albemarle 649 

• Would like to move replica of Camden County Courthouse to museum 650 
o Replica currently located in lobby of Historic Courthouse (first floor) 651 
o Contract / Form for Loan of Replica drawn up and ready to sign if approved 652 

• Has obtained 11 showcases at relatively low cost 653 
• Artifacts on loan, no cost to county 654 
• Museum to preserve history of Camden County 655 
• Anticipate opening sometime between May-July of 2017 656 
• Will have history information of Camden County Jail 657 
• Appreciates Board of Commissioners and all they have done 658 

Motion to Move Courthouse Replica from downstairs in the Courthouse to the Heritage 659 
Museum 660 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  661 
MOVER:  Randy Krainiak, Commissioner 662 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 663 

 664 

  665 
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Item 6.C.  February 2017 Monthly Tax Report - Lisa Anderson, Tax Administrator 666 

 667 
Lisa Anderson gave the monthly tax report for February 2017 as incorporated herein below: 668 
 669 
-  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  - 670 
 671 

MONTHLY REPORT OF THE TAX ADMINISTRATOR TO THE 672 
CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 673 

 674 
OUTSTANDING TAX DELINQUENCIES BY YEAR 675 

 676 
YEAR REAL PROPERTY PERSONAL PROPERTY 677 
 678 
2016 347,946.13 12,726.10 679 
2015 79,015.56 2,811.00 680 
2014 38,877.48 2,699.50 681 
2013 17,713.40 6,545.82 682 
2012 12,334.65 9,146.68 683 
2011 8,679.42 7,418.47 684 
2010 6,439.52 5,116.63 685 
2009 4,556.99 4,795.41 686 
2008 3,971.28 5,214.94 687 
2007 4,010.88 6,847.95 688 
 689 
TOTAL REAL PROPERTY TAX UNCOLLECTED 523,545.31 690 
TOTAL PERSONAL PROPERTY UNCOLLECTED 63,322.50 691 
TEN YEAR PERCENTAGE COLLECTION RATE 99.13% 692 
COLLECTION FOR 2017 VS. 2016  81199.72 VS 62876.74 693 
 694 
LAST 3 YEARS PERCENTAGE COLLECTION RATE 695 
 696 
2016 94.60% 697 
2015 98.77% 698 
2014 99.39% 699 
 700 
THIRTY LARGEST UNPAID ACCOUNTS 701 
 702 
SEE ATTACHMENT "A" 703 
 704 
THIRTY OLDEST UNPAID ACCOUNTS 705 
 706 
SEE ATTACHMENT "B" 707 

  708 
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 709 

 710 
 711 

 712 
 713 

 714 
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 715 
 716 

EFFORTS AT COLLECTION IN THE LAST 30 DAYS 717 
ENDING  February 2017 718 

BY TAX ADMINISTRATOR 719 
 720 

  5    NUMBER DELINQUENCY NOTICES SENT 721 

  6    FOLLOWUP REQUESTS FOR PAYMENT SENT 722 

  8    NUMBER OF WAGE GARNISHMENTS ISSUED 723 

  8    NUMBER OF BANK GARNISHMENTS ISSUED 724 

  7    NUMBER OF PERSONAL PHONE CALLS MADE BY TAX ADMINISTRATOR 725 
TO DELIQUENT TAXPAYER 726 

  0    NUMBER OF PERSONAL VISITS CONDUCTED (COUNTY OFFICES) 727 

  0    PAYMENT AGREEMENTS PREPARED UNDER AUTHORITY OF TAX 728 
ADMINISTRATOR 729 

  0    NUMBER OF PAYMENT AGREEMENTS RECOMMENDED TO COUNTY 730 
ATTORNEY 731 

  0    NUMBER OF CASES TURNED OVER TO COUNTY ATTORNEY FOR 732 
COLLECTION (I.D. AND STATUS) 733 

  2    REQUEST FOR EXECUTION FILES WITH CLERK OF COURTS 734 

  0    NUMBER OF JUDGEMENTS FILED 735 
 736 
-  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  -  ~  - 737 
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Motion to approve Monthly Tax Report 738 

RESULT: APPROVED AS PRESENTED [UNANIMOUS]  739 
MOVER:  Tom White, Commissioner 740 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 741 

 742 

 743 

Item 6.D.  2016 Advertisement of Tax Liens on Real Property 744 

Lisa Anderson requested the following date for Advertisement of 2016 Tax Liens on Real 745 
Property:  April 24, 2017. 746 
 747 

Motion to approve April 24, 2017 for 2016 Advertisement of Tax Liens on Real Property 748 

RESULT: APPROVED AS PRESENTED [UNANIMOUS]  749 
MOVER:  Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 750 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 751 

 752 

 753 

Item 6.E.  Set Hearing Dates - 2017 Board of Equalization and Review 754 

Lisa Anderson requested the dates for the 2017 Board of Equalization and Review be set for 755 
May 1, 2017 and June 5, 2017. 756 
 757 

Motion to Approve 5-1-17 and 6-5-17 as Hearing Dates for 2017 Board of Equalization 758 
and Review 759 

RESULT: APPROVED AS PRESENTED [UNANIMOUS]  760 
MOVER:  Tom White, Commissioner 761 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 762 

 763 

 764 

  765 
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Item 6.F.  2017-2018 JCPC Grant - Christy Edwards 766 

Christy Edwards, JCPC Coordinator, came before the board to request approval of the FY 767 
17-18 JCPC Grant Application.  Ms. Edwards gave a brief presentation: 768 

• Thanked the Board of Commissioners for their help 769 
• Four Components of the grant 770 

o Teen Court 771 
o Camp BLUE (Building Leaders and Urging Excellence) - Experiential Skill 772 

Building 773 
� Summer Camp - 5 weeks 774 
� For At-Risk kids 775 

o C.R.O.W.N. Kids & B.E.A.R.S. - Interpersonal Skill Building 776 
o Community Service - Restitution / Community Service 777 

 778 

Motion to Approve FY 17-18 JCPC Grant 779 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  780 
MOVER:  Tom White, Commissioner 781 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 782 

 783 

 784 

Item 6.G.  Update on Planning Efforts for 350th Anniversary of Albemarle Region Celebration 785 

Donna Stewart updated the Board on the planning efforts for the 350th Anniversary of the 786 
Albemarle Region celebration which is being planned for 2018. 787 

• In 1668, 4 precincts were formed out of the County of Albemarle, the first 788 
governmental unit of what would later become Northeastern North Carolina 789 

• Meetings have taken place in preparation for the celebration 790 
• Camden Museum has been invited to participate 791 
• Each county is being encouraged to utilize celebrations they already have in place as 792 

well as creating new ones to celebrate the anniversary 793 
• Seeking to bring the 1663 Charter from Raleigh NC to the Museum of the Albemarle 794 

for a possible 2-3 day event 795 
o School systems will have their own viewing one day, then it will be open to 796 

the public the second day 797 
o Security issues exist for the charter to be able to travel across the state, and the 798 

entire time on display at the Museum of the Albemarle 799 
• Asking for the formation of a committee, seek participation from the school system to 800 

participate (visit the Museum of the Albemarle to view the charter), and funding for 801 
designing a passport similar to the passport that the State Park has where each county 802 
can have a page people can have stamped by the county(ies) visited during the 803 
celebration. 804 

  805 

8.C.a

Packet Pg. 128

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

o
cm

in
s_

04
03

20
17

  (
17

31
 :

 B
O

C
 M

in
u

te
s 

A
p

ri
l 3

, 2
01

7)



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Regular Meeting – April 03, 2017 

Page 23 of 42 

• Considering a travelling exhibit which could be used throughout the region 806 
• Each county is being asked to contribute a monetary sum calculated based on 807 

population and tax data as a proposed cost share for the funding of the celebrations. 808 
• Camden County is being asked to contribute $2,200.00 as their share of funding for 809 

the 2018 Festivities 810 
• There is still more planning needed, and more meetings will be held 811 
• Friends of the Museum are asking for permission to create an event and to move 812 

forward with this effort 813 
 814 

Motion to Approve Request to Participate, and to Approve Funding of $2,200.00 and all 815 
other items suggested by Donna Stewart as listed herein above regarding the 350th 816 
Anniversary Celebration of the Albemarle Region 817 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  818 
MOVER:  Randy Krainiak, Commissioner 819 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 820 

 821 

 822 

Item 6.H.  Preliminary Plat Mill Run - Common Open Space Subdivision 823 

After having duly held a Public Hearing on this item, Chairman Clayton Riggs asked if there 824 
was any discussion, comments, or questions from the Board on this item.  Hearing none, he 825 
entertained a motion. 826 

Motion to Approve Preliminary Plat Mill Run - Common Open Space Subdivision 827 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  828 
MOVER:  Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 829 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 830 

 831 

  832 
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Item 6.I.  Resolution 2017-04-02 Resolution of Recognition for Gwen Wescott's 18 Years of 833 
Volunteer Service to Camden County as Camden Delegate to NC Senior Tar Heel Legislature 834 

 835 
Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation and reading of this Resolution took place at the 836 
beginning of the meeting, however in order for the resolution to be official it must be voted 837 
upon in the business section of the meeting, so the agenda was amended to add it to New 838 
Business.  No discussion was necessary as it was already presented at the beginning of the 839 
meeting. 840 

Motion to Approve Resolution 2017-04-02 Resolution of Recognition for Gwen Wescott's 841 
18 Years of Volunteer Service to Camden County as Camden Delegate to NC Senior Tar 842 
Heel Legislature 843 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  844 
MOVER:  Tom White, Commissioner 845 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 846 

 847 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 848 

Item 7.A.  COA Board of Trustees - Re-Appointment of Dr. Roger Lambertson 849 

Motion to Re-Appoint Dr. Roger Lambertson to COA Board of Trustees 850 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  851 
MOVER:  Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 852 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 853 

 854 

Item 7.B.  Board of Adjustment - Re-Appointment of Members Listed Below 855 

Motion to Re-Appoint the following Board of Adjustment members with the specified terms 856 
and expirations and to advertise the two vacancies on the Board of Adjustment: 857 
 858 
Name Term Old Expiration New Expiration 
Roger Lambertson 3 Years 12/31/2016 12/31/2019 
William McPherson 3 Years 12/31/2016 12/31/2019 
Don Lee Keaton 3 Years 12/31/2015 12/31/2018 
Frank Eason 3 Years 12/31/2015 12/31/2018 
Ronald Price 3 Years 12/31/2016 12/31/2019 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]  859 
MOVER:  Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 860 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 861 
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CONSENT AGENDA 863 

Vice Chairman Commissioner Tom White made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 864 
presented.  The motion passed with Chairman Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman Tom White, 865 
Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Randy Krainiak, and Ross Munro voting aye;  none voting no;  866 
none absent;  and none not voting. 867 

Item 8.A.1.  Draft Minutes - 12-5-16 Organizational Meeting 868 

Item 8.A.2.  Grant Application & Budget Amendment:  Soil & Water Department 869 

Signed Copy of Grant Application maintained in office of Clerk to the Board.  Budget 870 
Amendment is below: 871 

  872 

8.C.a

Packet Pg. 131

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

o
cm

in
s_

04
03

20
17

  (
17

31
 :

 B
O

C
 M

in
u

te
s 

A
p

ri
l 3

, 2
01

7)



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Regular Meeting – April 03, 2017 

Page 26 of 42 

Item 8.A.3.  Budget Amendments 873 

 874 
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Item 8.A.4.  "Cash" Collection Policy & Procedures and Petty Cash Resolution 876 
 877 

 878 
  879 
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Item 8.A.5.  Camden Schools - Budget Amendments 891 

 892 
  893 
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Item 8.A.6.  February 2017 Tax Collection Report 903 

 904 

 905 
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Item 8.A.7.  DMV Monthly Report - May Renewals Due 6/15/17 907 

 908 
  909 
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Item 8.A.8.  Refunds Over $100.00 - VTS 910 
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Item 8.A.9.  Refunds Over $100.00 912 

 913 

Item 8.A.10.  Set Public Hearing for Ordinance 2017-04-01 Rezoning Application Estate of 914 
Robert L. Whaley Jr. 915 

 916 

Item 8.A.11.  Set Public Meeting; Sketch Plan - the Fairfax Major Subdivision - A+B Builders 917 
Inc. 918 

 919 

Item 8.A.12.  Volunteer Forms 920 
George Tarkington - Volunteering for Sawyer's Creek Watershed Advisory Committee 921 

 922 

COMMISSIONERS' REPORT 923 
 924 
Commissioner Clayton Riggs reported the following: 925 

• Commissioner Tom White and Commissioner Clayton Riggs attended the Eastern 926 
Regional State of the State on Thursday, March 30, 2017.  It was very informative 927 
relating to economic issues. 928 

 929 
Commissioner Krainiak asked regarding the status of the surveys seeking public input on the 930 
budget, and on broadband. 931 

• Finance Officer Stephanie Humphries informed the board that the surveys are available 932 
online. 933 

• Commissioner Krainiak asked if notices could be placed in public locations informing the 934 
public that the surveys are available and how to get to them. 935 

• Chairman Riggs directed staff to pursue getting the word out about these surveys in the 936 
following ways: 937 

o On the Website 938 
o On the Cable Access Channel 939 
o Posted Flyers at the Tax, Water, Planning Office, and at the Public Library 940 
o Any other locations where flyers can be distributed 941 
o Possibly Advertising in the Newspaper depending on cost 942 

  943 
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COUNTY MANAGER'S REPORT 944 
 945 
County Manager Michael Brillhart reported the following: 946 

• Reminded the Board of the Budget and Finance Workshop, followed by the CIP 947 
Workshop scheduled to begin at 1:00 PM at the Camden County Library Community 948 
Room. 949 

 950 

RECESS TO SOUTH CAMDEN WATER & SEWER DISTRICT BOARD  OF 951 
DIRECTORS MEETING 952 
 953 
Chairman Clayton Riggs Recessed the Board of Commissioners Meeting to go into the South 954 
Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors Meeting at 8:46 PM. 955 

RECONVENE COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 956 
 957 
Chairman Clayton Riggs Reconvened the Board of Commissioners Meeting at 8:48 PM. 958 

INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES 959 
A. ARPO Transportation Update 960 
B. Register of Deeds Monthly Deposit Report - Feb 2017 961 
C. EMS Board Meeting Minutes and Monthly Report Feb 2017 962 
D. 16-17 Sales & Use Tax Collection Report 963 
E. JCPC Meeting Minutes January 6 2017 964 
F. Albemarle Hopeline Brochures - English and Spanish 965 

OTHER MATTERS 966 
 967 
None. 968 

ADJOURN 969 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 PM 970 

    971 

  Chairman Clayton Riggs 972 
  Camden County Board of Commissioners 973 
 974 
ATTEST: 975 
 976 
 977 
  978 
Amy Barnett 979 
Assistant Clerk to the Board 980 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.D 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Amy Barnett, Planning Clerk 

 Administration 

 Prepared by: Amy Barnett 

 
Item Title   Minutes - 4-4-17 Budget Workshop 

 

Attachments: bocmins_budgetws_04042017 (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

 

Minutes from the April 4, 2017 BOC Budget Workshop. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

For your review and possible approval. 
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CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Budget and Finance Work Session – April 04, 2017 

 

Page 1 of 3 

 1 

Camden County Board of Commissioners 2 

Budget and Finance Work Session 3 

April 4, 2017, 1:00 PM 4 

Camden County Library Community Room 5 

Camden, North Carolina 6 

 7 

MINUTES 8 

A Budget and Finance meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on 9 

April 04, 2017 in the Camden County Library Community Room, Camden, North Carolina. The 10 

following Commissioners and Staff Members were present: 11 

CALL TO ORDER 12 

 13 

Chairman Clayton Riggs called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM.  The following were present: 14 

 15 
Commissioners: Title: Status: Arrived: 

Clayton Riggs Commissioner, Chairman Present 12:50 PM 

Tom White Commissioner, Vice Chairman Present 12:50 PM 

Garry Meiggs Commissioner Present 12:50 PM 

 16 
Staff: Title: Status: Arrived: 

Michael Brillhart County Manager Present 12:50 PM 

Amy Barnett Assistant Clerk to the Board Present 12:50 PM 

Stephanie Humphries Finance Officer Present 12:50 PM 

 17 

 18 

The following topics were discussed: 19 

 20 

Anticipated Increases In Recurring Operating Expenses 21 
The following operational expense projected increases for the upcoming 2017-18 fiscal 22 

year were discussed: 23 

 Group Health Insurance expense - expected increase of 4% 24 

 3% Cost of Living Adjustment expense 25 

 Risk Management expense - workers comp and property 26 

 27 

Emergency Medical Services Agreement - Proposal From Pasquotank County 28 
Emergency Medical Services is asking for a 3% increase for the upcoming 2017-18 fiscal 29 

year.  The county will offer a graduated percentage increase as a counter offer. 30 

31 
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Board Of Education - Request For Financial Assistance Increased Funding 32 
The following items were discussed: 33 

 Funded class sizes 34 

 Maximum average class sizes 35 

 Maximum individual class sizes 36 

 Funded Positions - Teachers 37 

 Numbers of students in primary school grades 1, 2, and 3 38 

 Number of students advancing to the next grade during fiscal year 2017-18 39 

 Number of Teachers funded out of local funds 40 

 Allocation of funding resources - school system fund balance 41 

 History of funding requests, since 2011-2012 42 

o Their request, BOC allocation 43 

o Averaging about 90-92% of requested funding 44 

 Caliber of students versus caliber of schools 45 

o Camden County has higher average per capita wages 46 

o Parents are more engaged with the education of their children 47 

o Camden County Schools have among the lowest per student expense ratio 48 

o Camden County School System's Students achieved some of the highest 49 

scores in the state on the standardized testing 50 

 51 

Expenses discussed regarding schools are speculative. 52 

 53 

Next Joint BOC / School Board Meeting is April 14, 2017. 54 

 55 

Next Joint BOC / School Board Meeting wherein the Adequate Public Facilities 56 

Ordinance will be discussed will be on April 12 or 13, 2017. 57 

 58 

Additional Discussions 59 
The following items were discussed: 60 

 Spoke about the Viper 911 Backup 61 

o Money for this has already been spent out of appropriated fund balance 62 

o System only used if emergency, not used on day to day basis 63 

o Costs to the County only incurred when system is used 64 

o May have an annual maintenance / operational cost associated 65 

 Spoke about need for new buildings 66 

 Spoke about resources of County 67 

o Paid for by taxes and allocation of funds to services of public 68 

 All kinds of public services and the employees providing them 69 

including schools 70 

 Spoke about need for more supplemental medical services at the schools 71 

o School nurses, first responders, etc. 72 

o Notification to parents upon occurrence of incidents should be immediate 73 

o Need for immediate actions taken in response to incidents 74 

 Spoke about at risk children and resources available to help them 75 

76 

8.D.a

Packet Pg. 151

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

o
cm

in
s_

b
u

d
g

et
w

s_
04

04
20

17
  (

17
20

 :
 M

in
u

te
s 

- 
4-

4-
17

 B
u

d
g

et
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
)



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Budget and Finance Work Session – April 04, 2017 

 

Page 3 of 3 

Finance Officer's Conclusions 77 
Proposed Revenues expected to increase: 78 

 Property Taxes 79 

 Sales Taxes 80 

 Vehicle Taxes 81 

 82 

A revenue shortfall is expected due to proposed increased costs versus proposed revenue 83 

increases if schools are funded at the level requested by the school system. 84 

 85 

Motions & Actions 86 
No Motions or Actions were taken by the Board during this meeting. 87 

 88 

Adjourn 89 
 90 

The Budget and Finance meeting adjourned at approximately 2:20 pm. 91 

 92 

 93 

 94 

 95 

 96 

    97 

  Chairman Clayton Riggs 98 

  Camden County Board of Commissioners 99 

 100 

ATTEST: 101 

 102 

 103 

  104 

Amy Barnett 105 

Assistant Clerk to the Board 106 

 107 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.E 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Amy Barnett, Planning Clerk 

 Administration 

 Prepared by: Amy Barnett 

 
Item Title   Minutes - CIP Meeting 4-4-17 

 

Attachments: bocminutes_cip_04042017 (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

 

Minutes from the April 4, 2017 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Meeting held at the Camden 

County Library Community Room. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

For your review and possible approval. 
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Camden County Board of Commissioners 

BOC - Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 

April 4, 2017, 2:00 PM 

Camden County Public Library, Community Room 

Camden, North Carolina 

 

MINUTES 

The Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners 

was held on April 04, 2017 in the Community Room of the Camden County Public Library, 

Camden, North Carolina. The following Commissioners were present: 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Although the CIP meeting was scheduled for 2:00 PM, the meeting was called to order at 

approximately 2:27 PM due to the Budget Workshop which preceded the CIP meeting 

adjourning a little past 2:10 and a brief recess between meetings and prior to the call to order.  

Attendees were already present. 

 

Board Members: 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Garry Meiggs Commissioner Present Already Present 

Clayton Riggs Chairman Commissioner Present Already Present 

Tom White Vice Chairman Commissioner Present Already Present 

Randy Krainiak Commissioner Absent  

Ross Munro Commissioner Absent  

 

Staff Members: 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Michael Brillhart County Manager Present Already Present 

Stephanie 

Humphries 

Finance Officer Present Already Present 

Amy Barnett Assistant Clerk to the Board Present Already Present 
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PROPOSED FY 2018-2022 CIP: LIST OF PROJECTS 

A. Construction of Additional County Well Site (Seymour Road) 

County Manager Michael Brillhart provided an update regarding the Construction of 

Additional County Well Site located on Seymour Road.  The well site is complete, water has 

been treated, tested, and everything is working well.  County is still paying on this as 

invoices come in, about once per month.  The one last component is the well house, which is 

under construction.  According to David Credle, all will be finished by June 30, 2017. 

B. Core Area Waste Water Treatment Plant (US 158 E) 

County Manager Michael Brillhart provided an update on the Core Area Waste Water 

Treatment Plant (US 158 E). 

 Project has been underway for approximately 2-1/2 months at this point 

 Design of this project is underway, and that it is approximately 3 months until the 

initial permits will be acquired, and the final permits shortly thereafter. 

C. Camden Business Park - Wastewater Extension 

County Manager Michael Brillhart provided an update regarding the Camden Business Park 

Wastewater Extension.  This project will commence sometime early in 2018. 

 

Chairman Clayton Riggs asked what the costs were regarding this project.  Finance Officer 

Stephanie Humphries replied that it was approximately $300,000 and that the monies were 

included in the grant for the project. 

 

Manager Brillhart stated that discussions had been held with the US EDA Manager out of 

Atlanta, GA, who came for a visit and met with both himself and the Finance Officer. 

 

Along with this project, plans are to put in conduit for high speed internet.  While the line is 

trenched is the best time to go ahead and do this as well. 

 

Vice Chairman Tom White observed that the more users for the wastewater system there are, 

the better off the county is.  Commissioner White suggested inviting the local businesses in 

that area to connect to the system. 
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D. US 158 Sewer Service Expansion (Country Club Rd Area) 

County Manager Brillhart provided an update on the US 158 Sewer Service Expansion to the 

Country Club Road area.  This item has been in the CIP for a while.  There is no project 

scope.  McGill and Associates did a cost estimate a few years back regarding what needed to 

be done to extend service to the Robinson property. 

 

Chairman Clayton Riggs stated that in conversations with Sean Robey that at one point going 

under the railroad was a major expense deterrent.  More recent conversations have 

determined that putting a sleeve under the railroad is not as expensive as once thought. 

 

E. Dismal Swamp Canal - Pedestrian & Bicycle Path Completion 

County Manager Michael Brillhart provided an update on the Dismal Swamp Canal 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Path project. 

 Project started out being an extension up to Virginia 

 Spoke to Chesapeake City Manager James Baker and Virginia does not have any 

desire regarding extending the trail.  They have their own trail they are looking at 

extending which goes up to Richmond and points north. 

 NC Parks and Recreation Division is interested in extending from the DOT trail south 

into South Mills.  They have said they have some money for land acquisition.  They 

don't have money for construction.  They will be meeting with Camden officials soon 

to discuss the matters. 

 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs asked who owns the land now and where was it that they want 

to put a trail in at.  Commissioner Meiggs observed that there is already a trail in place in 

South Mills on Hwy 17 going toward the state line. 

 

Manager Brillhart responded that they are looking at doing a trail from the intersection of 

343 and 17 up towards the DOT Trail.  Also there was some discussion regarding the 

terminal point in South Mills being on the other side of the canal and question was raised as 

to how people would be able to cross over the canal and who would operate the bridge.  An 

alternative to that is to attempt to persuade them to keep it on the west side of the canal so 

that there is not a cross over issue.  Their goal is to see a connection of the trails south into 

South Mills and connect at some park area. 

 

Finance Officer Stephanie Humphries observed that DOT wants to give the county a 

permanent easement which equates to the DOT wanting the county to maintain it and the 

expense of maintaining it could be substantial.  Vice Chairman Tom White stated that money 

to maintain it would have to be budgeted on a yearly basis if this is done. 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding the available trails and resources from the Dismal 

Swamp Welcome Center north toward the state line. 
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There was a brief discussion regarding whether this item should be kept on the CIP.  The 

consensus was that this item as titled for the agenda was relating to the DSWC and the 

available trails and resources in that area and not about any projects going south into South 

Mills.  The Commissioners stated that they won't fight it should the DOT wish to pursue this 

but that Camden County is not willing to fund the construction or maintenance of it, that the 

DOT would have to do that as it would be their trail. 

 

Commissioner White stated that the project as discussed could be kept on CIP for a trail 

extending south into South Mills as the DOT would only have to build 2 miles of trails along 

the right of way and they could tie in to existing trails from the Dismal Swamp Welcome 

Center heading south. 

F. Recreational & Community Center 

After a brief discussion regarding the "Recreational" component of this item, it was decided 

to combine this item with the "Public Services Complex" item as that item included a 

Community Center component within its plans.  Therefore it was decided that this item, 

"Recreational & Community Center", would be deleted from the CIP as it is very closely tied 

in with the Public Services Complex. 

G. South Mills Community Park 

This is an ongoing project.  Chairman Riggs noted that significant progress had been made 

on this item.  No further discussion was held regarding this item. 

H. School Capital Improvements - Noblitt Property Cleared 

Chairman Riggs asked if there was a possibility of getting a farmer interested in putting some 

kind of crops on the land and farming the land in order to keep it from growing up again.  

Finance Officer Stephanie Humphries replied that she had spoken with Cameron Lowe of the 

Camden County NC Cooperative Extension Service who said that farming it would present a 

difficulty due to the roots present in the land not being cleared out.  The county would have 

to share in the expense of readying the land for planting. 

 

After a brief discussion, the consensus of the Commissioners was that the County Manager 

should see what he can do to garner interest in farming the land. 

I. Mobile Command Center - Sheriff's Department 

The Camden County Sheriff's Office is trying to fund this through grants related to LESO 

equipment sales.  The Board of Commissioners present consensus is that this project should 

not be funded through fund balances however will be kept on the CIP list of projects. 

J. Public Services & Community Center Complex 

Status - Contract negotiations underway.  No further discussion took place regarding this 

item.
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POTENTIAL PROJECTS DISCUSSED 

A. New High School 

This item is a planning item and is not on the list of currently funded projects.  It may be 

added to that list in the future when the county begins working toward construction of a new 

high school.  It was suggested to add it to the CIP as a priority level 3 item, meaning that it is 

in the planning stage but that no action is expected on it at this point. 

 

A brief discussion was held regarding the potential amount to budget for the cost of 

construction for a new high school including the construction of an athletic facility for the 

practicing and play of sports associated with high schools.  Potential reasons for the high cost 

of construction center around the fact that there are more rules and regulations for building 

accessible public facilities today than were in existence when the current schools were built. 

 

High School improvements to current buildings, and the costs associated thereto, was also 

discussed as were the need for temporary buildings for the schools.  A question was raised as 

to whether improvements were needed if a new high school was being planned.  Concern is 

that more is estimated for improvements than a new school would cost.  Finance Officer 

Stephanie Humphries stated that the information regarding this might be outdated 

information from an older CIP. 

 

The current temporary buildings used by the school system are in varying states of disrepair 

and may need either repair or replacement.  It was suggested that they be added to the CIP 

list as a priority level 2 item. 

B. Chantilly - land for park 

Chairman Riggs stated that the property at the end of Chantilly Road that was being 

considered for a new park was not suitable for use as it is littered with among other things 

broken glass both on shore and near the shoreline on the riverbed.  The property is too 

dangerous to use as a park due to the litter related pollution.  Commissioner's consensus is 

that there are enough parks in Camden and that one more is not necessary at this time. 

8.E.a

Packet Pg. 158

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

o
cm

in
u

te
s_

ci
p

_0
40

42
01

7 
 (

17
24

 :
 M

in
u

te
s 

- 
C

IP
 M

ee
ti

n
g

 4
-4

-1
7)



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

CIP Meeting – April 04, 2017 

 

Page 6 of 6 

C. Areas Needing Sewer Service 

Three areas were identified as having failing septic systems and are in need of county sewer 

service: 

 Sanders Crossing 

 Wharf's Landing 

 Marantha Island 

 

It has been 7 years since these areas were identified as in need, question was raised as to 

whether these need to be on the CIP. 

 

Chairman Riggs suggested leaving them on the CIP and renewing the date of identification.  

He further suggested adding Pine Street to the list of those identified. 

 

A brief discussion was held as to how extending sewer system services to these locations 

would be handled financially. 

ADJOURN 

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:30 PM. 

 

 

 

    

  Chairman Clayton Riggs 

  Camden County Board of Commissioners 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

  

Amy Barnett 

Assistant Clerk to the Board 
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Submitted By: Karen Davis, Clerk to the Board 

 Board of Commissioners 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   BOC Minutes - June 5, 2017 

 

Attachments: bocminutes_06052017 (DOCX) 

 

Summary: 

For your review and possible approval. 

Recommendation: 

Review and approve. 
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CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – June 5, 2017 

 

 

 

Camden County Board of Commissioners 1 

June 5, 2017 2 

Closed Session – 6:30 PM 3 

Regular Meeting - 7:00 PM 4 

Historic Courtroom, Courthouse Complex 5 

Camden, North Carolina 6 

 7 

MINUTES 8 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on June 5, 2017 in 9 

the Historic Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina. The following Commissioners were present: 10 

WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER 11 

Board Member Title Status Arrived 

Clayton Riggs Chairman Present 6:20 PM 

Tom White Vice Chairman Present 6:20 PM 

Garry Meiggs Commissioner Present 6:20 PM 

Randy Krainiak Commissioner Present 6:20 PM 

Ross Munro Commissioner Remote 7:00 PM 

 12 
 13 

Staff Members Title Status Arrived 

Michael Brillhart County Manager Present 6:50 PM 

Stephanie Humphries Finance Director Present 6:50 PM 

John Morrison County Attorney Present 6:20 PM 

Karen Davis Clerk to the Board Present 6:20 PM 

 14 

Other Staff Present Title Status Arrived 

Lisa Anderson Tax Administrator Present 6:50 PM 

Brian Lannon Soil & Water  Present 6:50 PM 

David Credle Public Works Present 6:50 PM 

 15 

6:30 PM CLOSED SESSION 16 

 17 

Motion to go into closed session for the purpose of discussion of personnel and consultation 18 

with the county attorney concerning possible litigation. 19 

Commissioner Ross Munro did not participate in the closed session. 20 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 21 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 22 
AYES: Riggs, White, Meiggs, Krainiak 23 
ABSENT: Munro 24 

Motion to come out of closed session. 25 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 26 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 27 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak 28 
ABSENT: Munro 29 

Motion to recess until the 7:00 PM Open Session. 30 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 31 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 32 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak 33 
ABSENT: Munro 34 

  35 

7:00 PM OPEN SESSION - RECONVENE BOC 36 

Chairman Riggs reconvened the Camden County Board of Commissioners at 7:00 PM. 37 

 38 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 39 

Chairman Clayton Riggs gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 40 

 41 

ITEM 1. PUBLIC COMMENTS 42 

 43 

 Paul O’Neal, chairman of the College of the Albemarle Board of Trustees thanked 44 

the board for their service and the opportunity to address the board.  He also thanked 45 

the commissioners and the community for their support of College of the 46 

Albemarle.  Mr. O’Neal recognized Dr. Robert Lambertson for his service on the 47 

Board of Trustees.  He introduced the newly appointed College of the Albemarle’s 48 

President, Dr. Robert Wynegar. 49 

 Dr. Robert Wynegar, President of the College of the Albemarle, addressed the 50 

board.  He introduced himself by sharing his educational and career background.  51 
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He also highlighted the added value that the College of the Albemarle brings to 52 

Camden County and the surrounding areas.   53 

Chairman Riggs mentioned the possibility of discussing potential economic 54 

development opportunities with Dr. Wynegar.  Dr. Wynegar would like to provide 55 

information for potential businesses coming to Camden a description of how 56 

College of the Albemarle can be of benefit to them. 57 

 Christi Hall of Pudding Ridge Road, Camden, NC addressed the board.  Mrs. Hall 58 

expressed concerns to the board in regard to various communications she had 59 

submitted via electronic mail to county staff that were unanswered.  It was her 60 

request that she be contacted and updated in regard to the status of her matters of 61 

concern.  Mrs. Hall also requested an IT investigation to pursue the issue of the 62 

undelivered electronic mail.  She also hand-delivered communications to the clerk 63 

to be submitted to the county manager.   64 

Attorney Morrison stated that Mrs. Hall’s issues that were of a legal nature have 65 

been turned over to him by the county manager and he will meet with her to discuss 66 

said issues. 67 

 Brian Lannon addressed the board to extend an invitation to the commissioners and 68 

Manager Brillhart to attend the Albemarle District Soil and Water Supervisors 69 

meeting.  The meeting will take place Thursday, June 8th at 7:00 pm at the Camden 70 

County Senior Center.   71 

ITEM 2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA 72 

 73 

 74 

Chairman Riggs made a note to include a meeting of the Board of Equalization and Review 75 

when the Board of Commissioners recesses to hold the meeting of the South Camden Water & 76 

Sewer District Board of Directors Meeting. 77 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 78 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 79 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 80 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 81 

 82 

ITEM 3. PRESENTATIONS 83 
 84 

 85 

 Khadijah Osborn, 4-H participant and rising senior at Camden County Early 86 

College High School, addressed the board.  She presented to the board the ways in 87 

which 4-H has impacted her and her goals for the future.   88 
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 Melissa Harnly, teacher in the Camden County School System, presented to the 89 

board.  She presented a project called the “Bruin Book Box” which follows the 90 

“Free Little Library” national movement.  The idea is to promote literacy by 91 

placing the book boxes in various locations throughout the county.  This project 92 

would also be a collaborative effort between the schools, the public library and 93 

possibly 4-H.  Krystal Lancaster from the Camden County Public Library also 94 

spoke in support of the project.   95 

 96 

RECESS TO SOUTH CAMDEN WATER & SEWER DISTRICT BOARD OF 97 

DIRECTORS MEETING 98 

 99 

 100 

Motion to recess to South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors meeting. 101 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 102 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Chairman 103 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 104 

 105 
David Credle presented the South Camden Water and Sewer Monthly Work Order Report for 106 

April 2017.   107 

 108 
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 109 
 110 

Motion to adjourn the South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors meeting. 111 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 112 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 113 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 114 

 115 

 116 

CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW 117 
 118 

 119 

Motion to reconvene the Camden County Board of Equalization and Review. 120 
 121 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 122 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 123 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White. Krainiak, Munro 124 

 125 

There being no cases to be heard, motion to adjourn the Camden County Board of Equalization 126 

and Review until the beginning of fiscal year 2017-2018. 127 

 128 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 129 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 130 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 131 

 132 

 133 

 134 

 135 
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 136 

 137 

Chairman Riggs reconvened the meeting of the Board of Commissioners. 138 
 139 

ITEM 4. OLD BUSINESS 140 
 141 

  None. 142 

 143 

ITEM 5. PUBLIC HEARINGS 144 

 145 
A. Public Hearing on Proposed FY 2017-2018 Budget 146 

 147 

County Manager Michael Brillhart brought to the attention of the board the 148 

schedule of changes that were brought to the board during the workshop sessions.   149 

The changes are reflected in the budget on page ten.  On page number eleven is 150 

proposed ordinance 2017-06-01 relating to the 2017-2018 budget.  On page 151 

number twelve, the appropriations representing 2017-2018 proposed are in the 152 

amount of $12,638,283 representing a .6% decrease from the current year 2016-153 

2017 budget.   154 

 155 

Motion to go into Public Hearing on proposed FY 2017-2018 budget. 156 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 157 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 158 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 159 

 160 

There were no questions or comments presented during the public hearing. 161 

 162 

Motion to come out of public hearing in proposed FY 2017-2018 budget. 163 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 164 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner  165 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 166 

 167 

Motion to add Proposed FY 2017-2018 Budget to New Business as Item 6.D. 168 

 169 
Discussion: Commissioner White suggested that a change be made regarding the $25,000 170 

allotment for the fence in the Sheriff’s Department budget.  It his opinion that the funds from the 171 

upcoming sale of equipment be appropriated for the fence and the department’s budget be 172 

reduced by the $25,000 presently allotted.   173 

 174 

Commissioner Meiggs stated that there is not yet ‘money in hand’ for the equipment. 175 

 176 

Commissioner White stated it would be okay to leave the funds in the budget. 177 

8.F.a

Packet Pg. 166

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

o
cm

in
u

te
s_

06
05

20
17

  (
17

41
 :

 B
O

C
 M

in
u

te
s 

- 
Ju

n
e 

5,
 2

01
7)



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – June 5, 2017 

 

 

 

 178 

Commissioner Krainiak stated that anything that could offset the cost should be included so as to 179 

not be a burden to the taxpayers of the county.   180 

 181 

Commissioner White made a motion to reduce the Sheriff’s office budget by $25,000 and the 182 

sale of the equipment will supply needed funds to pay for the fence.   183 

 184 

Stephanie Humphries, Finance Officer, stated that the $33,000 for the fence is under LESO 185 

equipment and the equipment sales is for the same amount.  For clarification, the LESO 186 

equipment must equal the expenditure must equal the expenditure out of the range expenses.   187 

 188 

Chairman Riggs questioned the need for a change in the budget. 189 

Ms. Humphries stated that there would be no change in the budget to make said distinction.   190 

 191 

Commissioner White withdrew his motion. 192 

 193 

Ms. Humphries stated that it is a point of clarification to say that the sale of the LESO equipment 194 

must be sufficient to pay for the fence.   195 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 196 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 197 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 198 

 199 

 200 
B. Public Hearing on Proposed 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program 201 

 202 

Motion to go into Public Hearing for 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program. 203 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 204 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak, Commissioner 205 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 206 

 207 

Manager Brillhart stated that the Capital Improvement Program includes the projects that have 208 

been discussed during the Capital Improvement Program work sessions as well as the fiscal year 209 

2017-2018 capital projects that are within the county budget.  The first year of the projects will 210 

be in the budget. The remaining four years are in the plan for planning-related purposes.  Only 211 

the first year will be fiscally appropriated when the fiscal year begins on July 1st, 2017. 212 

 213 

There were no questions or comments regarding the 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program. 214 

 215 

Motion to come out of Public Hearing for 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program. 216 

 217 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 218 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 219 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 220 

 221 

 222 

Motion to add 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program to New Business as Item 6.E. 223 
 224 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 225 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 226 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 227 

 228 

C.  Purchase of Real Estate in South Mills Township 229 

 230 

Motion to go into public hearing on purchase of real estate in South Mills Township. 231 
 232 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 233 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 234 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 235 

 236 

Manager Brillhart explained that this purchase involves South Mills Park.  The purchase would 237 

provide additional recreational opportunities in the county, specifically a boat launch in South 238 

Mills.  There is a 4.98 acre tract of land located at Union Camp Road at Turner’s Cut.  A scope 239 

has been developed and the county has been directed by the state to fill out an application, which 240 

has been submitted, for review prior to the August/September analysis by the state on the 241 

whether this is a project that could receive some funding.  Provided the Board of Commissioners 242 

decides to move forward, the County Attorney is present and may be instructed to draft a 243 

contract for the purchase of the property. 244 

 245 

County Attorney John Morrison stated that should this purchase be approved it will be subject to 246 

the execution of a contract by the seller that would be standard in the industry and would include 247 

clear marketable title as a requirement.   248 

 249 

 There were no comments or questions from the public. 250 

 251 

Attorney Morrison stated that the purchase price of $50,000 must be approved by the board.   252 

 253 

Motion to come out of public hearing for the purchase of real estate in South Mills 254 

Township. 255 
 256 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 257 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 258 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 259 

 260 

 261 

Motion to add the purchase of real estate in South Mills Township to New Business as Item 262 

6.F. 263 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 264 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 265 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 266 

 267 

 268 

ITEM 6. NEW BUSINESS 269 
 270 

 271 

A. Lisa Anderson, Tax Administrator, gave the tax report for the month of April 272 

2017. 273 

 274 
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Motion to approve the monthly tax report as presented. 283 
 284 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 285 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 286 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 287 

 288 

B. Resolution No. 2017-06-01 Salaries and Compensation for Various Boards 289 

and Commissions Fiscal Year 2017-2018 290 

 291 

 292 
Resolution No. 2017-06-01 293 

 294 
A RESOLUTION OF THE 295 

CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 296 
SALARIES AND COMPENSATION  297 

FOR VARIOUS BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  298 
FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 299 

 300 
 301 
Whereas, the Camden County Board of Commissioners desires to provide reasonable compensation for service on various boards 302 
and commissions of the County; 303 
 304 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 305 
THIS 5TH DAY OF JUNE 2017 IN CAMDEN VILLAGE, CAMDEN COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA DOES HEREBY 306 
AMEND THE FOLLOWING SALARIES AND COMPENSATION FOR THE STATED BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  307 
FOR THE PERIOD BEGINNING  JULY 1, 2017 AND  ENDING  JUNE 30, 2018, 308 
 309 
 310 
Section 1:  BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 311 
 312 
Chairman $550.00 per month plus mileage. 313 
 314 
Vice-chairman/ $525.00 per month plus mileage  315 
Board Member  316 
  317 

1. The monthly “salary” of the Board members shall be considered as compensation for regularly 318 
scheduled meetings of the board per the annual Meeting Calendar. Same day attendance at meetings 319 
would not be eligible for reimbursement – i.e., a closed session in advance of a board meeting.  320 
 321 

2. Special meetings and budget work sessions in addition to the regularly scheduled Board of 322 
Commissioners meetings will be compensated at a rate of $75 and up to $75 for attendance at other 323 
board meetings that they have been appointed to and not already compensated for by those boards.    324 

 325 
3. For purposes of reimbursement, eligible meetings would include those in which the board members 326 

serve and participate by virtue of their position and/or in representation of their position as a board 327 
member and/or are an invited “participant” by staff or agency/department and may include 328 
Association Ad Hoc Committee meetings, Ground Breakings and Ribbon Cuttings or any meeting at 329 
the request of the Board of Commissioners in the Commissioner’s official capacity.   330 

 331 
4. Eligible meetings shall not include attendance to social occasions (banquets, meals (except as part of 332 

a participatory meeting), entertainment, sports, galas, fundraisers, clubs, etc.), or informal or 333 
telephonic conversations. For any fundraisers that the board decides to attend, the County will pay 334 
for the ticket if the Commissioner’s agree that the event benefits Camden County residents and serves 335 

8.F.a

Packet Pg. 173

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

o
cm

in
u

te
s_

06
05

20
17

  (
17

41
 :

 B
O

C
 M

in
u

te
s 

- 
Ju

n
e 

5,
 2

01
7)



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – June 5, 2017 

 

 

 

a public purpose but will not receive meeting pay for attendance. (Must be non-partisan and non-336 
profit) 337 

 338 
5. Attendance at Board appointed Board Meetings (ie. Library, DSS, ADJ) will not be reimbursable to 339 

Commissioners who are not appointed to those boards unless they are asked to attend by the appointee 340 
who is unable to attend or at the request of the Board of Commissioners in the Commissioner’s 341 
official capacity.  342 
 343 

6. Commissioners shall receive a payment of $150.00 per day for any meeting or day for travel to/from 344 
meeting, lasting more than four hours and out of the county (35 mile radius of the Courthouse).   345 
 346 

7. Mileage will be reimbursed at the rate established by the Federal Mileage Reimbursement Rate for 347 
travel as allowed in IRS Publication 15. 348 

 349 
8. Board members are required to submit in writing (via internal form) a voucher/request for 350 

reimbursement setting forth description of the meeting, date, time and place.  351 
 352 

9. Special meeting reimbursement requests that exceed seven in a month will require Board approval. 353 

 354 
Section 2:  BOARD OF ELECTIONS 355 
 356 
Chairman Meeting compensation $50 for meeting with Board. $50 per day for Election Day, canvass day, and 357 

instruction day plus mileage. 358 
 359 
Board Members Meeting compensation $40 per meeting with Board. $40 per day on Election Day and canvass day 360 

plus mileage. 361 
 362 
Chief Judge $40 per day for instruction day and canvass day plus mileage.  $150.00 per day for Election Day plus 363 

mileage.  $20 for pick-up day. 364 
 365 
Judges $20 for instruction day.  Election Day at $120.00 per day. 366 
 367 
Assistants Election Day at $100.00 per day.  $20 for instruction day. 368 

 369 

SECTION 3: PLANNING BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS 370 
 $30.00 per meeting plus mileage. 371 
 372 
Section 4:  SOCIAL SERVICES BOARD 373 
 374 
Chairman  $35.00 per meeting plus mileage. 375 
 376 
Board Members $30.00 per meeting plus mileage. 377 
 378 
 379 
Section 5:  AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL 380 
                                   $30.00 per meeting, plus mileage and meal if required. 381 
 382 
Section 6:                   RECREATION BOARD 383 
   $30.00 per meeting, plus mileage. 384 
 385 
Section 7:                   JURY COMMISSION   386 

 $ 7.25 per hour for hours worked compiling jury list. 387 
 388 
Section 8:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD 389 
              $30.00 per meeting, plus mileage. 390 
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 391 
Section 9:  SENIOR CENTER BOARD 392 
   $30.00 per meeting. No travel 393 
 394 
Section 10:  LIBRARY BOARD 395 
   $30.00 per meeting. No travel 396 
 397 
Section 11: AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD & FIRE COMMISSIONS 398 
   No Compensation 399 

 400 
Section 12:  TRAVEL & MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT 401 

All Boards and Commissions are subject to the approved Camden County Travel Policy. Mileage 402 
will be reimbursed at the rate established by the Federal Mileage Reimbursement Rate for travel as 403 
allowed in IRS Publication 15 for all compensable meetings. Any volunteer or non-paid meetings 404 
will not qualify for travel or mileage reimbursement without Board of Commissioners approval. 405 

   406 
 407 
 408 
ATTEST: 409 
 410 
          411 
___________________________  412 
Clerk to the Board    413 
(SEAL) 414 
                                                                         _________________________________________ 415 
      Clayton D. Riggs, Chairman 416 
 417 
 418 
 419 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 2017-06-01 Salaries and Compensation for Various 420 

Boards and Commissions Fiscal Year 2017-2018. 421 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 422 

MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 423 

AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 424 

 425 

C. Resolution No. 2017-06-02 a Resolution Requesting Financial Support by the 426 

State of North  Carolina for the Construction of a New Public High  School in 427 

Camden County. 428 
 429 

RESOLUTION 2017-06-02 430 
 431 
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING FINANCIAL SUPPORT BY THE STATE OF 432 
NORTH CAROLINA FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW PUBLIC HIGH 433 
SCHOOL IN CAMDEN COUNTY 434 
 435 

         436 
          WHEREAS, the existing Public High School located in Camden County, North Carolina was constructed in the 1950s and 437 
has undergone several upgrades and repairs since the original construction date; and 438 
          WHEREAS, the student enrollment within both the High School and the combined Early College High School has 439 
remained consistent in light of core curriculum program changes mandated by the State; and   440 
          WHEREAS, both current and anticipated local real estate and sales tax collections are insufficient to pay for the 441 
construction or debt service of a new Camden County High School without the financial support of the State; and  442 
          WHEREAS, pursuant to state law, the lottery funds that are allocated to the counties can be used for education for capital 443 
outlay projects, including the planning, construction, enlargement, improvement, repair, or renovation of public school buildings; 444 
and 445 
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          WHEREAS, the distribution of lottery funds to counties budgeted from proceeds in the FY 2016-2017 North Carolina 446 
Education Lottery has been drastically reduced to $100 million in contrast to $208 million at the previous statutory funding rate 447 
of 40%, which amounts to $128,198 in Camden County in contrast to $266,652 at the 40% rate; and  448 
          WHEREAS, the proposed issuance of Bonds through the enactment of the Public School Building Bond Act of 2017, as 449 
identified through HB 866, could provide as much as $13.47 million to Camden County for purposes of constructing a new 450 
Public High School ; and 451 
         WHEREAS, the allocation of county sales and use tax specifically for school building construction, as identified through 452 
proposed HB 333 & SB 166, could provide additional funds to Camden County for such purposes; and  453 
          NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Camden County Board of Commissioners respectfully requests that 454 
the Governor and the North Carolina General Assembly support legislative measures that would allocate to counties their 455 
previous statutorily authorized portion of educational lottery funds to be used for capital needs and technology.  456 
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Camden County Board of Commissioners fully supports HB 866, HB 333, and 457 
SB 166, which would allocate additional lottery funds, new Bond funds, and sales and use tax to tier 1 & 2 counties, on a grant 458 
basis, for school capital construction. 459 
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution are being forwarded to the Local Legislative Delegation of 460 
the North Carolina General Assembly and to the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners. 461 
Adopted this the 5th day of June, 2017 462 
 463 
ATTEST: 464 
 465 
 466 
 467 
_______________________                                       _______________________ 468 
Karen Davis, Clerk to the Board                         Clayton D. Riggs, Chairman 469 
                                                                 470 

 471 

 472 

Motion to approve Resolution No. 2017-06-02 a Resolution Requesting Financial Support 473 

by the State of North Carolina for the Construction of a New Public High School in 474 

Camden County. 475 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 476 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 477 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 478 

 479 

D. Proposed FY 2017-2018 Budget 480 

 481 

 482 
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 527 

 528 

 529 
 530 

 531 

Motion to approve FY 2017-2018 budget. 532 
 533 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 534 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 535 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 536 

 537 

E. Proposed 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program 538 

 539 

A copy of the Capital Improvement Program is available for public inspection in the clerk’s office. 540 

 541 

Motion to approve 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program 542 
 543 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 544 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 545 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 546 

 547 

8.F.a

Packet Pg. 212

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

o
cm

in
u

te
s_

06
05

20
17

  (
17

41
 :

 B
O

C
 M

in
u

te
s 

- 
Ju

n
e 

5,
 2

01
7)



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting – June 5, 2017 

 

 

 

F. Purchase of Real Estate in South Mills Township 548 

 549 

Motion to approve purchase of real estate in South Mills Township not to exceed $50,000 550 

with marketable title as approved by the county attorney. 551 
 552 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 553 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 554 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 555 

  556 

 557 

ITEM 7. CONSENT AGENDA 558 
 559 

Motion to approve consent agenda as amended. 560 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 561 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 562 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 563 

 564 

A. Minutes – Board of Commissioners Meeting of 05-15-2017 565 

 566 

B. DMV Monthly Report 567 

 568 

 569 
C. Surplus Property Requests 570 

 571 

 572 

 573 

 574 

 575 

 576 
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Sheriff’s Office LESO Program Surplus Items 577 

Requested By Sheriff Tony Perry 578 

The following items are no longer needed due to the completion of the shooting range. 579 
Disposition Item Disposal Method Suggested Value 

Sell 2002 John Deere Loader/Scoop Auction $67,000 

Sell 30 KW Generator Auction $25,000 

Sell 30 KW Generator Auction $25,000 

Sell 10 KW Generator Auction $10,000 

Sell 1991 Ford Tractor Auction $15,000 

Disposition Item Disposal Method Suggested Value 

Sell 2000 Sterling/Rig LT 9500 Truck Auction $60,000 

Sell 2004 Freightliner Dump Truck Auction $60,000 

Sell 1997 Chevy/3500 Truck Auction $10,000 

Sell 1998 Case Dozer  Auction $65,000 

Sell 1990 Case Dozer Auction $80,000 

Sell John  Deere Road Grader Auction $45,000 

 580 

 581 
D. Tax Refunds, Pickups and Releases 582 

 583 
 584 
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 593 

E. Tax Collection Report 594 

 595 
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F. Purchase of Utility Easement 598 

 599 
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G. Budget Amendment 613 

 614 

 615 
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 630 
 631 

 632 

ITEM 8. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 633 

 634 
  None. 635 

 636 

ITEM 9. COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 637 

 638 
The North Carolina Association of County Commissioners will hold its annual 639 

conference August 10-12, 2017 in Durham, North Carolina.  Manager Brillhart 640 

requested that the board inform the clerk of their plans to attend so that 641 

appropriate arrangements can be made. 642 

 643 

ITEM 10. INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES 644 
 645 

A. April 2017 Library Statistics Report 646 

B. Register of Deeds May 2017 Reports 647 

C. ARHS 2016 Annual Child Fatality Prevention Report 648 
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D. Trillium Health Resources Quarterly Fiscal Monitoring Report 649 

 650 

ITEM 11. OTHER MATTERS 651 
 652 

  None. 653 

 654 

ITEM 12. ADJOURN 655 

 656 
  Chairman Riggs adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.   657 

 658 

 659 

 660 

 661 

 662 

    663 

  Clayton Riggs, Chairman 664 

  Camden County Board of Commissioners 665 

 666 

ATTEST: 667 

 668 

 669 

  670 

Karen Davis 671 

Clerk to the Board 672 

 673 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.G 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Stephanie Humphries, Finance Director 

 Finance 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   Budget Amendment 

 

Attachments: 17-18-BA001 (DOC) 

 

Summary: 

For your review and approval. 

 

Recommendation: 

Review and approve. 

8.G
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                               2017-18-BA001 

CAMDEN COUNTY BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the County of Camden, North Carolina 

that the following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 2018. 

 

Section 1.  To amend the Community Park Fund as follows: 

 

                AMOUNT   

ACCT NUMBER           DESCRIPTION OF ACCT           INCREASE     DECREASE 

 

Revenues 

65699613-433900  Fund Balance Appropriated  $2,325 

 

Expenses 

656130  Park Operations   $2,325 

 

This Budget Amendment is made appropriate funds for Park Maintenance. 

 

 

This will result in no change to the Contingency of the General Fund. 

 

Balance in Contingency  $40,000.00 

 

 

Section 2.  Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the  

Governing Board and to the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer for their direction.  

Adopted this 3rd day of July, 2017. 

 

       

______________________________ _________________________________  

  

Clerk to Board of Commissioners    Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.H 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Karen Davis, Clerk to the Board 

 Schools 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   School Budget Amendments 

 

Attachments: Budget Amendments (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

For your review and possible approval. 

 

Recommendation: 

For your review and possible approval. 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.I 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Lisa Anderson, Tax Administrator 

 Taxes 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   Tax Collection Report - May 2017 

 

Attachments: Tax Collection Report - May (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

For your review and possible approval. 

Recommendation: 

Review and approve. 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.J 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Lisa Anderson, Tax Administrator 

 Taxes 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   Pickups, Releases and Refunds 

 

Attachments: Pickups, Refunds and Releases (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

For your review and possible approval. 

 

Recommendation: 

Review and approve. 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.K 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Terri Smith, 

 Taxes 

 Prepared by: Terri Smith 

 
Item Title   DMV Monthly Report 

 

Attachments: 20170607083839342.pdf (PDF) 

 

Summary:    

DMV Monthly Report August  

Renewals Due 9/15/2017 

 

Recommendation:    

Review and Approve 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.L 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Terri Smith, 

 Taxes 

 Prepared by: Terri Smith 

 
Item Title   Refunds Over $100.00 

 

Attachments: 20170601103611594.pdf (PDF) 

 

Summary:     

Refunds Over $100.00 for May, 2017 

 

Recommendation:     

Review and approve. 

8.L

Packet Pg. 256



8.L.a

Packet Pg. 257

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 2

01
70

60
11

03
61

15
94

.p
d

f 
 (

17
16

 :
 R

ef
u

n
d

s 
O

ve
r 

$1
00

.0
0)



 

Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.M 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Stephanie Humphries, Finance Director 

 Finance 

 Prepared by: Karen Davis 

 
Item Title   Resolution Appointing Sally Norfleet as Deputy Finance 

Officer 

 

Attachments: Resolution - Deputy Finance Officer (DOCX) 

 

Summary: 

North Carolina General Statutes (NCGS) 159-24 requires each Local Government to 

appoint a finance officer. NCGS 159-28 requires each contract, agreement, purchase 

order, check, draft, electronic payment, and electronic transfer to be pre-audited by the 

finance officer or a deputy finance officer approved for this purpose by the governing 

board. 

 

For a contract, agreement, or purchase order, the pre-audit provides assurance that the 

expenditure is authorized in the budget ordinance or project ordinance and that either 

(I) an encumbrance has been previously created for the transaction or (ii) an 

unencumbered balance remains in the appropriation sufficient to pay the amount to be 

disbursed. For a check, draft, electronic payment, or electronic transfer, the pre-audit 

also provides assurance that the amount is determined to be payable. 

 

To ensure efficiency of daily operations, staff believes it would be in the County’s best 

interest to appoint a deputy finance officer to assist with electronic banking transactions 

and authorize transactions as directed by the finance officer or on her behalf in her 

absence in some cases. 

 

8.M
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We recommend that Sally Norfleet be appointed by the Board as deputy finance officer.  
 

Recommendation: 

Adopt resolution appointing Deputy Finance Officer. 
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RESOLUTION 

 

APPOINTING DEPUTY FINANCE OFFICER 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE INTENT: 

 

North Carolina General Statutes (Section 159-24) require that each local government appoint a 

Finance Officer. The Finance Officer is responsible for maintaining accounting records, disbursing funds, 

making debt service payments, investing public funds, and preparing financial statements. 

WHEREAS, Stephanie Humphries was appointed as the Finance Officer by the Camden County 

Board of Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, Camden County Board of Commissioners believes that it will be beneficial to the 

daily operations of the County to appoint a Deputy Finance Officer to serve in the Finance Officer’s stead 

should the occasion arise. 

WHEREAS, Camden County Board of Commissioners expects the work of the Deputy Finance 

Officer to be directed and supervised by the Finance Officer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, Camden County Board of Commissioners 

appoints Sally Norfleet as Deputy Finance Officer, with duties as prescribed by law and as directed by the 

Finance Officer, commencing on July 3, 2017. 

 

ADOPTED, this 3rd
 
day of July 2017, 

 

 

 

 
Clayton D Riggs, Chairman 

Attest: 

 

 

Karen Davis, Clerk 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.N 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Amy Barnett, Planning Clerk 

 Administration 

 Prepared by: Amy Barnett 

 
Item Title   Set Public Hearing for UDO 2016-09-14 Sandy Hook 

Crossing Prelim Plat 

 

Attachments: UDO 2016-09-14 Sandy Hook Crossing Prelim Plat

 (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

 

Planning Board met on June 21, 2017 to consider a Special Use Permit Application for 

Preliminary Plat Sandy Hook Crossing, a 16-lot major subdivision.  After discussion with staff 

and applicant, and considering Technical Review Committee input, Planning Board 

recommended approval of the Special Use Permit for Preliminary Plat Sandy Hook Crossing 

with the conditions as stated in Staffs Findings on a 5-0 vote. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

Set Public Hearing for August 7, 2017. 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.O 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Amy Barnett, Planning Clerk 

 Administration 

 Prepared by: Amy Barnett 

 
Item Title   Set Public Hearing for UDO 2017-06-04 SUP Camden Dam 

Solar LLC 

 

Attachments: UDO 2017-06-04 SUP Camden Dam Solar LLC (PDF) 

UDO 2017-06-04 SUP Camden Dam Solar LLC Map

 (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

 

Camden Dam Solar LLC has applied for a Special Use Permit application for a 5MW AC solar 

farm located on North Mill Dam Road.  It is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Board on 

July 19, 2017.  The Special Use Permit Application with the Planning Board recommendation 

will be included in your August 7, 2017 board packet. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

Set Public Hearing for August 7, 2017. 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.P 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Amy Barnett, Planning Clerk 

 Administration 

 Prepared by: Amy Barnett 

 
Item Title   Set Public Meeting for UDO 2017-05-21 Sketch Plan Sleepy 

Hollow Estates 

 

Attachments: UDO 2017-05-21 Sleepy Hollow Estates (PDF) 

UDO 2017-05-21 Sleepy Hollow Estates Sketch (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

 

Planning Board met on June 21, 2017 to consider the Sketch Plan for Sleepy Hollow Estates, a 9-

lot major subdivision.  Adjacent property owners concerned with a property line dispute located 

in the Northwest area of the property (identified as residual).  The applicant was aware of the 

possible problem and that is why the area of concern is listed as residual land and not part of the 

area being developed at this time.  Planning Board and Staff informed adjacent property owners 

that if the residual parcel were to be developed at a later time, it would require a whole new 

application.  After discussion with staff, applicant, adjacent property owners, and considering 

Technical Review Committee input, Planning Board recommended approval of the 9-lot Sketch 

Plan for Sleepy Hollow Estates with the recommendations as stated in Staff's Findings on a 5-0 

vote. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

Set Public Meeting for August 7, 2017. 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Consent Agenda 

 

Item Number: 8.Q 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Amy Barnett, Planning Clerk 

 Administration 

 Prepared by: Amy Barnett 

 
Item Title   Set Public Hearing for UDO 2017-06-07 SUP Sandy Solar 

LLC 

 

Attachments: UDO 2017-06-07 SUP Sandy Solar LLC (PDF) 

UDO 2017-06-07 SUP Sandy Solar LLC Map (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

 

Sandy Solar LLC has applied for a Special Use Permit application for a 5MW AC solar farm 

located on Sandy Hook Road.  It is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Board on July 19, 

2017.  The Special Use Permit with the Planning Board recommendations will be included in 

your August 7, 2017 board packet. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

Set Public Hearing for August 7, 2017 
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Board of Commissioners 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 
Information, Reports & Minutes From Other Agencies 

 

Item Number: 11.A 

Meeting Date:   July 03, 2017 

 

Submitted By: Krystal Lancaster, Librarian 

 Library 

 Prepared by: Krystal Lancaster 

 
Item Title   May 2017 Library Statistics 

 

Attachments: 17_05 BOC Stats (PDF) 

 

Summary: 

For your review. 

 

Recommendation: 

None. 

11.A
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Camden County Public Library 

May 1-31, 2017 Statistics 

 
 

• Visitor Count: 2174 

• Days/Hours Open: 30/368 

• # Items in Collection:  15,174 (Opening Day Collection # Items = 4,755) 

• Total Check Outs/Renewals: 3,958 

• Library Card Holders: 2,896 

• Computer/ Wireless Use: 1003/593 

• Juvenile Programs : 21 programs /209 attendance  

• Adult Programs :  3 programs / 20 attendance  

• Meeting Room:  20 reservations /165 attendance  
 
 

 

Comparison by Year 
 

 
Daily attendance for May compared by year (2015-2017). 
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Number of library materials checked out for May compared by year (2015-2017). 
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